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Veteran Armed Forces Property Tax Exemption Amendments
2026 GENERAL SESSION
STATE OF UTAH
Chief Sponsor: Jill Koford
Senate Sponsor:

H.B. 124

LONGTITLE
General Description:

This bill amends the application requirements for claiming a property tax exemption
available to military members who are disabled or killed in the line of duty or their surviving
family members.

Highlighted Provisions:

Thishill:

» clarifiesthat aveteran claimant generally needs to apply only once for the property tax
exemption available to military members who are disabled or killed in the line of duty or
their surviving family members;

» provides the circumstances under which a county may require reapplication;

» provides the circumstances under which a county may require a statement of disability or

other proof of disability; and
» makes technical and conforming changes.
Money Appropriated in thisBill:
None
Other Special Clauses:
This bill provides retrospective operation.
Utah Code Sections Affected:
AMENDS:
59-2a-501, as renumbered and amended by Laws of Utah 2025, Chapter 172
59-2a-502, as renumbered and amended by Laws of Utah 2025, Chapter 172

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the state of Utah:
Section 1. Section 59-2a-501 is amended to read:
59-2a-501 . Veteran armed for ces exemption amount.

(1) [Hn-aeccordancewith-thispart;-the] The amount of taxable value of eligible property
described in Subsection (2) or (3) is exempt from taxation[-if-the-eligible-property-is
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owned-by-aveteran-claimant].

(2)(a) Except as provided in Subsection (3), the amount of taxable value of eligible

3)

(4)

©)

property that is exempt under Subsection (1) isequal to the percentage of disability

described in the statement of disability multiplied by the adjusted taxable value limit.

(b) The amount of an exemption calculated under Subsection (2)(a) may not exceed the
taxable value of the eligible property.

(c) A county shall consider a veteran with adisability to have a 100% disability,
regardless of the percentage of disability described on the statement of disability, if
the United States Department of Veterans Affairs certifies the veteran in the
classification of individual unemployability.

(d) A county may not allow an exemption claimed under this section if the percentage of
disability listed on the statement of disability is less than 10%.

The amount of taxable value of eligible property that is exempt under Subsection (1) is

equal to the total taxable value of the veteran claimant's eligible property if the property

isowned by:

(a) the unmarried surviving spouse of a veteran who was killed in action or died in the
line of duty;

(b) aminor orphan of aveteran who waskilled in action or died in the line of duty; or

(c) the unmarried surviving spouse or minor orphan of a deceased veteran with a
disability:

(i) who served in the military service of the United States or the state [prior-to] before
January 1, 1921; and

(if) whose percentage of disability described in the statement of disability is 10% or
more.

For purposes of this [section-and-Section-59-2a-502] exemption, an individual who

received an honorable or general discharge from military service of an active component

of the United States Armed Forces or areserve component of the United States Armed

Forces:

(a) ispresumed to be acitizen of the United States; and

(b) may not be required to provide additional proof of citizenship to establish that the
individual isacitizen of the United States.

The Department of Veterans and Military Affairs created in Section 71A-1-201 shall,

through an informal hearing held in accordance with Title 63G, Chapter 4,

Administrative Procedures Act, resolve each dispute arising under this section
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concerning an individual's status as a veteran with a disability.
Section 2. Section 59-2a-502 is amended to read:
59-2a-502 . Application -- Rulemaking authority.

(1) A veteran claimant may claim an exemption [i-accordance with] described in Section
59-2a-501[-andthis-section] if the veteran claimant:

(&) ownsthe property eligible for the exemption at any time during the calendar year for
which the veteran claimant claims the exemption[-] ; and
(b) complieswith this section.

(2)(a) [Exeept-asprovided-in] Unless an exception described in Section 59-2a-108 or
Subsection (3) or (5)_applies, a veteran claimant shall file[;] an application for an
exemption described in Section 59-2a-501 on or before September 1 of the calendar
year for which the veteran claimant is first applying for the exemption[;] .

(b) [an-application-for-an-exemption-describedn-Section-59-2a-501] A veteran claimant

shall file the application with the county in which the veteran claimant resides on

September 1 of [that] the calendar year for which the veteran claimant is applying for

the exemption.
[(B}] (c) An application [deseribedn-Subsection{2}{a)]shall include:

(i) acopy of the veteran's certificate of discharge from military service or other

satisfactory evidence of eligible military service; and

(ii) for an application submitted under the circumstances described in Subsection
(4)(a), a statement, issued by amilitary entity, that gives the date on which the
written decision described in Subsection (4)(a) takes effect.

[(e)] (d) A veteran claimant who is claiming an exemption for a veteran with a disability
or adeceased veteran with a disability shall ensure that[;-aspart-of-the-application
deseribed-in-this Subsection{2);] the county has on file[;for-the veteranrelated-to-the
exemption;] a statement of disability for the veteran with a disability or the deceased
veteran with a disability.

[(d)] (e) If aveteran claimant isin compliance with Subsection [(2)(€)] (2)(d), a county
may not require the veteran claimant to file another statement of disability or other

proof of disability, except under the following circumstances:

(i) the percentage of disability has changed for the veteran with a disability or the
deceased veteran with a disability; or

(i) the veteran claimant is not the same individual who filed [an] the application for
the exempti on[-fer-the-calendar-year-immediately-preceding the-currentcalenda
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year].

[(e)] (f) A county that receives an application described in Subsection (2)(a) shall_provide
the veteran claimant, within 30 days after the day on which the county received the
application, [provide theveteran-claimant-|with areceipt that states that the county
received the veteran claimant's application.

(3) A county shall extend the September 1 application deadline by one additiona year if[;
on-or-afterJanuary-4,-2004] :

() amilitary entity issues awritten decision on or after January 4, 2004, that:

(i)(A) for a[petential] veteran claimant who is aliving veteran, determines the
veteran is a veteran with a disability; or
(B) for a[petential] veteran claimant who is the unmarried surviving spouse or

minor orphan of a deceased veteran, determines the deceased veteran was a
deceased veteran with a disability at the time the deceased veteran with a
disability died; and

(i) takeseffect in ayear before the current calendar year; or

(b) the county legislative body determines that:

(i) the veteran claimant or a member of the veteran claimant's immediate family had
anillness or injury that prevented the veteran claimant from filing the application
on or before the September 1 application deadline;

(i) amember of the veteran clamant's immediate family died during the calendar
year of the September 1 application deadline;

(i) the veteran claimant was not physically present in the state for atime period of at
least six consecutive months during the calendar year of the September 1
application deadline; or

(iv) thefailure of the veteran claimant to file the application on or before the
September 1 application deadline:

(A) would be against equity or good conscience; and
(B) was beyond the reasonable control of the veteran claimant.

(4)(@ A county shall allow aveteran claimant to amend an application described in
Subsection [(2){b)] (2) after the application deadline if, on or after January 4, 2004, a
military entity issues awritten decision:

(i) that the percentage of disability has changed:

(A) for aveteran with adisability, if the veteran with adisability is the veteran
claimant; or
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133 (B) for adeceased veteran with adisability, if the claimant is the unmarried

134 surviving spouse or minor orphan of a deceased veteran with a disability; and
135 (i) that takes effect in ayear before the current calendar year.

136 (b) A veteran claimant who files an amended application under Subsection (4)(a) shall
137 include a statement, issued by amilitary entity, that gives the date on which the

138 written decision described in Subsection (4)(a) takes effect.

139 (5)(@ A qualifying disabled veteran claimant may submit an application described in

140 Subsection [(2)}{b)] (2) before the qualifying disabled veteran claimant owns a

141 residence if the qualifying disabled veteran claimant:

142 (i) intendsto purchase the residence as evidenced by areal estate purchase contract or
143 similar documentation;

144 (i) filesthe application in the county where the residence that the qualifying disabled
145 veteran claimant intends to purchaseis located; and

146 (iii) intendsto use the residence as the qualifying disabled veteran claimant's primary
147 residence.

148 (b)(I) The county shall process the application and send the qualifying disabled

149 veteran claimant areceipt, which shall also include documentation that:

150 (A) theapplication is preliminarily approved or denied; and

151 (B) if the application is preliminarily approved, the amount of the qualifying

152 disabled veteran claimant's tax exemption calculated in accordance with

153 Section 59-2a-501.

154 (i) The county shall provide the receipt within 15 business days after the day on

155 which the county received the application.

156 (6) After issuing the receipt described in Subsection [(2){€)] (2)(f) or (5)(b), a county may
157 not require a veteran claimant to file another application under Subsection (2) or (5),

158 except under the following circumstances relating to the veteran claimant:

159 (a) theveteran claimant applies all or a portion of an exemption to tangible personal

160 property;

161 (b) the percentage of disability changes for a veteran with a disability or a deceased

162 veteran with adisability;

163 (c) the veteran with adisability dies;

164 (d) [achangeintheveteran-claimant's]ownership of the veteran claimant's primary

165 residence changes;

166 (e) [achangein]the veteran claimant's occupancy of the primary residence for which the
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veteran claimant claims an exemption [under-this-section] changes; or
(f) for an exemption relating to a deceased veteran with a disability or a veteran who was
killed in action or died in the line of duty, the veteran claimant is not the same

individual who filed an application for the exemption[-fer-the-calendar-year
immediately-preceding-the-eurrent-calendar-year] .
(7) A county may verify that real property for which aveteran claimant applies for an
exemption is the veteran claimant's primary residence.
(8) Inaccordance with Title 63G, Chapter 3, Utah Administrative Rulemaking Act, the
commission may, by rule:

(a) establish procedures and requirements for amending an application described in
Subsection (2);

(b) for purposes of Subsection (3)(b), define the terms:

(1) "immediate family"; or
(if) "physically present";

(c) for purposes of Subsection (3)(b), provide the circumstances under which the failure
of aveteran claimant to file an application on or before the September 1 application
deadline:

(i) would be against equity or good conscience; and
(i) isbeyond the reasonable control of a veteran claimant; or
(d) for purposes of Subsection (5)(a), establish the type of documentation that is
evidence of intent to purchase.
Section 3. Effective Date.
This bill takes effect on May 6, 2026.
Section 4. Retrospective operation.

This bill has retrospective operation to January 1, 2026.




