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Hunting and Fishing Amendments
2026 GENERAL SESSION
STATE OF UTAH
Chief Sponsor: Rex P. Shipp
Senate Sponsor:

LONGTITLE
General Description:

This bill addresses practices related to hunting and fishing.
Highlighted Provisions:

Thisbill:

» creates the Poaching Mitigation Fund;

» providesfor restitution money to be deposited into the Poaching Mitigation Fund for use
by the Division of Law Enforcement within the Department of Natural Resources;

» removes references to spotters,

» providesthat money in the Guide and Outfitter Fund be used by the Division of Law
Enforcement within the Department of Natural Resources;

» removes outdated language related to the Division of Professional Licensing;

» modifies definitions related to guide and outfitter provisions, including the definition of a
guide or outfitter;

» amends under certain circumstances the total number of individuals allowed to provide
guide services or outfitting services at atime;

» clarifies the relationship between guides and outfitters and the retention of outfitters;

» addresses unlawful activity of a pilot of an aircraft;

» requires certain reimbursements of investigatory expenses for violations of title;

» modifies provisions related to unlawful taking of protected wildlife related to a guide or
outfitter; and

» makes technical and conforming amendments.
Money Appropriated in thisBill:

None
Other Special Clauses:

None
Utah Code Sections Affected:
AMENDS:
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23A-3-216, as enacted by Laws of Utah 2025, Chapter 140

23A-4-1106, as last amended by Laws of Utah 2025, Chapters 173, 208

23A-4-1201, as enacted by Laws of Utah 2025, Chapter 140

23A-4-1202, as enacted by Laws of Utah 2025, Chapter 140

23A-4-1203, as enacted by Laws of Utah 2025, Chapter 140

23A-4-1204, as enacted by Laws of Utah 2025, Chapter 140

23A-5-309, as last amended by Laws of Utah 2025, Chapter 140

23A-5-312, aslast amended by Laws of Utah 2024, Chapter 347
ENACTS:

23A-3-217, Utah Code Annotated 1953

23A-5-301.5, Utah Code Annotated 1953

23A-5-315.5, Utah Code Annotated 1953

Be it enacted by the Legidature of the state of Utah:
Section 1. Section 23A-3-216 is amended to read:
23A-3-216 . Guide and Outfitter Fund.

(1) Thereiscreated an expendable specia revenue fund known as the "Guide[;] _and
Ouitfitter[;-and-Spetter] Fund."

(2) The Guide[;] _and Outfitter[;-and-Spetter] Fund shall consist of:

(@) revenue from fees collected under Section 23A-4-1202;
(b) money appropriated by the Legidature; and
(c) interest, dividends, or other income earned on fund money.

(3) The[division] Division of Law Enforcement within the department shall use the money
in the Guide[;] _and Outfitter[;-and-Spetter] Fund to administer Chapter 4, Part 12, Guide[;]
and Outfitter[;-ane-Spetter].

Section 2. Section 23A-3-217 is enacted to read:
23A-3-217 . Poaching Mitigation Fund.
(1) Thereis created an expendable special revenue fund known as the "Poaching Mitigation
(2) The Poaching Mitigation Fund shall consist of:
(a) reimbursement money collected under Section 23A-5-301.5;
(b) restitution collected under Section 23A-5-312;
(c) money appropriated by the L egislature; and

(d) interest, dividends, or other income earned on fund money.
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(3) The Division of Law Enforcement within the department shall use the money in the

Poaching Mitigation Fund for activities and programs to help stop poaching, including:

(a) educational programs on wildlife crime prevention;

(b) acquisition and development of wildlife crime detection equipment;

(c) operation and maintenance of anti-poaching projects; and

(d) wildlife law enforcement training.
Section 3. Section 23A-4-1106 is amended to read:
23A-4-1106 . Suspension of license or permit privileges -- Suspension of

certificates of registration.
(1) Asusedinthis section:
() "License or permit privileges' means the privilege of applying for, purchasing, and
exercising the benefits conferred by alicense or permit issued by the division.
(b) "Livestock guardian dog" means the same as that term is defined in Section 76-6-111.
(2) A hearing officer, appointed by the division, may suspend a person's license or permit
privilegesif:
(a) inacourt of law, the person:
(i) isconvicted of:
(A) violating thistitle or arule of the Wildlife Board;
(B) killing or injuring domestic livestock or alivestock guardian dog while
engaged in an activity regulated under thistitle;
(C) violating Section 76-6-111; or
(D) violating Section 76-11-209 while engaged in an activity regulated under this
title;

(if) entersinto apleain abeyance agreement, in which the person pleads guilty or no
contest to an offense listed in Subsection (2)(a)(i), and the pleaisheld in
abeyance; or

(iii) ischarged with committing an offense listed in Subsection (2)(a)(i), and the
person enters into a diversion agreement which suspends the prosecution of the
offense; and

(b) the hearing officer determines the person committed the offense intentionally,

knowingly, or recklessly, as defined in Section 76-2-103.

(3) (@ TheWildlife Board shall make rules establishing guidelines that a hearing officer
shall consider in determining:

(i) thetype of license or permit privileges to suspend; and
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(ii) the duration of the suspension.
(b) The Wildlife Board shall ensure that the guidelines established under Subsection
(3)(a) are consistent with Subsections (4), (5), and (6).
(4) Except as provided in Subsections (5) and (6), a hearing officer may suspend a person's
license or permit privileges according to Subsection (2) for a period of time not to
exceed:
(@) sevenyearsfor:
(i) afelony conviction;
(if) apleaof guilty or no contest to an offense punishable as afelony, which pleais
held in abeyance [pursuant-to-] in accordance with a pleain abeyance agreement; or

(iii) being charged with an offense punishable as afelony, the prosecution of which is
suspended [pursuant-to] in accordance with a diversion agreement;

(b) fiveyearsfor:
(i) aclass A misdemeanor conviction;
(if) apleaof guilty or no contest to an offense punishable as a class A misdemeanor,
which pleais held in abeyance [pursuantto] in accordance with a pleain abeyance

agreement; or
(iii) being charged with an offense punishable as a class A misdemeanor, the
prosecution of which is suspended [pursuantto-] in accordance with adiversion

agreement;
(c) threeyearsfor:
(i) aclass B misdemeanor conviction;
(if) apleaof guilty or no contest to an offense punishable as a class B misdemeanor
when the pleais held in abeyance according to a pleain abeyance agreement; or
(i) being charged with an offense punishable as a class B misdemeanor, the
prosecution of which is suspended [pursdantto-] in accordance with a diversion

agreement; and
(d) oneyear for:

(i) aclass C misdemeanor conviction;

(if) apleaof guilty or no contest to an offense punishable as a class C misdemeanor,
when the pleais held in abeyance according to a pleain abeyance agreement; or

(iii) being charged with an offense punishable as a class C misdemeanor, the
prosecution of which is suspended according to a diversion agreement.

(5) The hearing officer may double a suspension period established in Subsection (4) for
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133 offenses:

134 (d) committed in violation of an existing suspension or revocation order issued by the
135 courts, division, or Wildlife Board; or

136 (b) involving the unlawful taking of atrophy animal, as defined in Section 23A-1-101.
137 (6)(& A hearing officer may suspend, according to Subsection (2), a person's license or
138 permit privileges for a particular license or permit only once for each single criminal
139 episode, as defined in Section 76-1-401.

140 (b) If ahearing officer addresses two or more single criminal episodesin a hearing, the
141 suspension periods of license or permit privileges of the same type suspended,

142 according to Subsection (2), may run consecutively.

143 (c) If ahearing officer suspends, according to Subsection (2), license or permit

144 privileges of the type that have been previously suspended by a court, a hearing
145 officer, or the Wildlife Board and the suspension period has not expired, the

146 suspension periods may run consecutively.

147 (7)(& A hearing officer, appointed by the division, may suspend a person's privilege of

148 applying for, purchasing, and exercising the benefits conferred by a certificate of

149 registration if:

150 (i) the hearing officer determines the person intentionally, knowingly, or recklessly,
151 as defined in Section 76-2-103, violated:

152 (A) thistitle;

153 (B) aruleor order of the Wildlife Board;

154 (C) thetermsof acertificate of registration; or

155 (D) theterms of acertificate of registration application or agreement; or

156 (if) the person, in acourt of law:

157 (A) isconvicted of an offense that the hearing officer determines bears a

158 reasonabl e relationship to the person's ability to safely and responsibly perform
159 the activities authorized by the certificate of registration;

160 (B) pleads guilty or no contest to an offense that the hearing officer determines
161 bears a reasonabl e relationship to the person's ability to safely and responsibly
162 perform the activities authorized by the certificate of registration, and the plea
163 is held in abeyance in accordance with a pleain abeyance agreement; or

164 (C) ischarged with an offense that the hearing officer determines bears a

165 reasonabl e relationship to the person's ability to safely and responsibly perform
166 the activities authorized by the certificate of registration, and prosecution of the
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offense is suspended in accordance with a diversion agreement.
(b) A hearing officer shall suspend a certificate of registration for the harvesting of brine
shrimp eggs, as defined in Section 59-23-3, if the hearing officer determines the
holder of the certificate of registration has violated Section 59-23-5.

(8)(a) Thedirector shall appoint aqualified person as a hearing officer to perform the
adjudicative functions provided in this section.

(b) Thedirector may not appoint a division employee who investigates or enforces
wildlife violations.

(9)(a) The courts may suspend, in criminal sentencing, a person's privilege to apply for,
purchase, or exercise the benefits conferred by alicense, permit, or certificate of
registration.

(b) The courts shall promptly notify the division of suspension orders or
recommendations entered.

(c) Thedivision, upon receiving notification of suspension from the courts, shall prohibit
the person from applying for, purchasing, or exercising the benefits conferred by a
license, permit, or certification of registration for the duration and of the type
specified in the court order.

(d) The hearing officer shall consider a recommendation made by a sentencing court
concerning suspension before issuing a suspension order.

(10) Before suspension under this section, the division shall give a person:

(a) written notice of action the division intends to take; and

(b) an opportunity for a hearing.

(11)(a) A person may file an appeal of a hearing officer's decision with the Wildlife
Board.

(b) The Wildlife Board shall review the hearing officer's findings and conclusions and
any written documentation submitted at the hearing.

(c) TheWildlife Board may:

(i) take no action;
(ii) vacate or remand the decision; or
(iif) amend the period or type of suspension.

(12) Thedivision shall suspend and reinstate all hunting, fishing, trapping, and falconry

privileges consistent with Chapter 2, Part 5, Wildlife Violator Compact.
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201 Licensing the]

202 (@) identifying inf ion for the individual: and]

203 [(b) timeperiod-of-thesuspension:]

204 [(14)] (13) The Wildlife Board may make rules to implement this section in accordance with
205 Title 63G, Chapter 3, Utah Administrative Rulemaking Act.

206 Section 4. Section 23A-4-1201 is amended to read:

207 Part 12. Guide and Outfitter

208 23A-4-1201 . Definitions.

209 Asused in this part:

210 (1) "Compensation” means anything of economic value in excess of $100 that is paid,

211 loaned, granted, given, donated, or transferred to aguide[;] _or outfitter[;-or-spetter] for or
212 in consideration of a service, material, or property.

213 (2) "Guide" means an individual who is employed or affiliated with an outfitter and offers

214 or provides guide services on public lands for compensation.

215 (3) "Guide services' meansto guide, lead, or assist an individual in hunting protected

216 wildlife.

217 (4)(a "Hunting" meansto locate, pursue, chase, catch, capture, trap, or kill protected

218 wildlife or assist in an action described in this Subsection (4).

219 (b) "Hunting" includes fishing.

220 (5) "Ouitfitter" means [anndividual-who] a person that offers or provides ouitfitting[-or-guide]
221 services for compensation to [anether] an individual for hunting protected wildlife on
222 public lands.

223 (6)(a "Outfitting services' means, for hunting protected wildlife on public lands,

224 providing:

225 (i) transportation of people, equipment, supplies, or protected wildlife to or from a
226 location;

227 (if) cooking for the participants who are hunting, including fishing;

228 (iii) packing, protecting, or supervising services, or

229 (iv) guide services.

230 (b) "Outfitting services' does not include an activity undertaken by the division or a
231 division employee, associate, volunteer, contractor, or agent under authority granted
232 inthistitle.

233 (7)(@) "Publiclands' means any lands owned by the United States, the state, or a

234 political subdivision or independent entity of the state that are open to the public for

-7-
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235 purposes of engaging in awildlife related activity.

236 (b) "Public lands' does not include lands owned by the United States, the state, or a

237 political subdivision or independent entity of the state that are included in a

238 cooperative wildlife management unit under Subsection 23A-7-204(6) [so-teng-ag] if
239 the guiding and outfitting services furnished by the cooperative wildlife management
240 unit are limited to hunting species of wildlife specifically authorized by the division
241 in the unit's management plan.

242 (8) "Retain" [er"retained™]means awritten or oral agreement for the delivery of guide

243 services or [outfitter] outfitting services between [aguide-or] an outfitter and the recipient
244 of [thoseservices| the guide services or outfitting services.

245 [(9) “Spetter"-means-an-individual-compensated-by-aguidec

246 the location-of -protected-wildlife-on-publictand:]

247 Section 5. Section 23A-4-1202 is amended to read:

248 23A-4-1202 . Registration as guide or outfitter -- Rulemaking.

249 (1) [Beginning-Jduly-1,-2025;to] To provide the services of aguide[;] or outfitter[;-orspotter
250 anndividual-srequiredto] aperson shall annually obtain a certificate of registration
251 with the division under this part.

252 (2) Thedivision shall issue to [anindividual-who] aperson that qualifies under this part a
253 certificate to operate as[-al:

254 (@) aguide; or

255 (b) an outfitter[;-of] .

256 [{c) spotter]

257 (3) Thedivision shall maintain arecord of each [individual-who] person that is registered
258 with the division under this part.

259 (4)(a) Toregister asaguide, aresident shall:

260 (i) submit an application in aform [preseribed-by-]the division approves, subject to
261 rules of the Wildlife Board;

262 (if) have the appropriate hunting or fishing license under this chapter to engage in the
263 activity for which the guide provides guide services; and

264 (iii) pay an annual registration fee of:

265 (A) $250if the resident provides guide services related to the hunting of big game
266 or bear; or

267 (B) $175if the resident only provides guide services related to the hunting,

268 including fishing, of protected wildlife other than big game or bear.

-8-
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269 (b) Toregister asaguide, anonresident shall:

270 (i) submit an application in aform [preseribed-by-]the division approves, subject to
271 rules of the Wildlife Board;

272 (i1) have the appropriate hunting or fishing license under this chapter to engage in the
273 activity for which the guide provides guide services, and

274 (iii) pay an annual registration fee of:

275 (A) $750 if the nonresident provides guide services related to the hunting of big
276 game or bear; or

277 (B) $500 if the nonresident only provides guide services related to the hunting,
278 including fishing, of protected wildlife other than big game or bear.

279 (5)(@) Toregister as an outfitter, aresident shall:

280 (i) submit an application in aform [prescribed-by-]the division approves, subject to
281 rules of the Wildlife Board;

282 (i)(A) have the appropriate hunting or fishing license under this chapter to engage
283 in the activity for which the outfitter provides [eutfitter-] outfitting services; or
284 (B) if the outfitter is an entity, have at least one individual designated by the
285 outfitter hold the appropriate hunting or fishing license under this chapter to
286 engage in the activity for which the outfitter provides outfitting services; and
287 (iii) pay an annual registration fee of:

288 (A) $500 if the resident provides services related to the hunting of big game or
289 bear; or

290 (B) $350if the resident only provides services related to the hunting, including
291 fishing, of protected wildlife other than big game or bear.

292 (b) Toregister as an outfitter, a nonresident shall:

293 (i) submit an application in aform [prescribed-by-]the division approves, subject to
294 rules of the Wildlife Board;

295 (i)(A) have the appropriate hunting or fishing license under this chapter to engage
296 in the activity for which the outfitter provides [outfitter-] outfitting services; or
297 (B) if the outfitter is an entity, have at least one individual designated by the
298 outfitter hold the appropriate hunting or fishing license under this chapter to
299 engage in the activity for which the outfitter provides outfitting services; and
300 (iii) pay an annual registration fee of:

301 (A) $1,500 if the nonresident provides services related to the hunting of big game
302 or bear; or
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(B) $1,000 if the nonresident only provides services related to the hunting,
including fishing, of protected wildlife other than big game or bear.

[(7)] (6)(Q) Notwithstanding afee amount described in Subsections (4)[;] _and (5)[;-and(6)]
, the Wildlife Board may increase or decrease the fee amount under this section.
(b) An adjustment made by the Wildlife Board under Subsection [(A{a)] (6)(a) takes
effect when the Legislature adopts the fee schedule in the general session

immediately following the adjustment.
[(8)] (7) Thedivision shall deposit fees collected under this section into the Guide[;] _and
Ouitfitter[;-and-Spetter] Fund created in Section 23A-3-216.
[(9)] (8) A registration automatically expires on the expiration date shown on the
registration unless the registrant renews the registration.
[€10)] (9) In accordance with Title 63G, Chapter 3, Utah Administrative Rulemaking Act,
the Wildlife Board may make rulesto address:
(@) theform of an application submitted under this section;
(b) aprohibited activity under Section 23A-4-1203; or
(c) an operation of aguide[;] _or outfitter[;-or-spetter] regulated under Section
23A-4-1204.
Section 6. Section 23A-4-1203 is amended to read:
23A-4-1203 . Groundsfor denial or revoking of registration -- Prohibited
activities.
(1) Thedivision shall refuse to register an applicant, refuse to renew, or revoke the
certificate of registration of aregistrant during the time period that the division suspends

-10-
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337 the applicant's or registrant's privilege to:

338 () hunt, if the applicant or registrant provides services requiring registration under this
339 part related to hunting; or

340 (b) fish, if the applicant or registrant provides services requiring registration under this
341 part related to fishing.

342 (2) If the division suspends the privilege to hunt or fish under thistitle of the chief

343 executive officer of an outfitter under which an applicant or registrant provides guide
344 serviceg[;] _or outfitting serviced[;-or-spotting-serviees|:

345 () during the time period that the division suspends the chief executive officer's

346 privilege to hunt[-issuspended], the division shall:

347 (i) refuseto issue aregistration to the applicant for services requiring registration
348 under this part related to hunting; and

349 (i) refuseto renew or shall revoke the registration of the registrant for services
350 requiring registration under this part related to hunting; and

351 (b) during the time period that the division suspends the chief executive officer's

352 privilege to fish[-issuspended], the division shall:

353 (i) refuseto issue aregistration to the applicant for services requiring registration
354 under this part related to fishing; and

355 (i) refuseto renew or shall revoke the registration of the registrant for services
356 requiring registration under this part related to fishing.

357 (3) [Anindividual-] A person may not use thetitle "guide[;]" or "outfitter[;]" [or"spotter™]
358 or any other title or designation to indicate that the [individual] person isaguidel;] or
359 outfitter[;-or-spetter] or acting as a guide[;] _or outfitter[;-or-spetter] unless the[-+ndividual]
360 person is registered as a guidel[;] _or outfitter[;-or-spetter] under this part.

361 (4) [Anindividual] A person may not:

362 (@) engagein an activity that would place aregistrant's client's, prospective client's, or
363 third party's safety at risk, recognizing the inherent risks associated with hunting
364 wildlife and the activity engaged in being above and beyond those inherent risks;
365 (b) usefalse, deceptive, or misleading advertising related to providing servicey-asa
366 guide,-outfitter;-or-spotter];

367 (c) misrepresent services, outcomes, facilities, equipment, or feesto aclient or

368 prospective client; or

369 (d) fail to provide the division with active and current contact information within 30
370 days of any change to the registrant's contact information [that-was]| the registrant

-11-
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provided to the division during registration or the renewal of registration as a guidel;]
or outfitter[;-or-spetter].

(5)(a) If [anindividual] a person violates this part, the division may:

(i) revokethe certificate of registration of the [individual] person; and
(i) suspend the individual's privilege to hunt or fish under thistitle.
(b) [Anindividual-whe] A person that violates Subsection (3) or (4) isguilty of aclassB
misdemeanor in accordance with Section 23A-5-301.
Section 7. Section 23A-4-1204 is amended to read:
23A-4-1204 . Operations of a guide or outfitter -- Limitson retaining outfitter or
compensating a guide.

(1) Except as provided in Subsections (2) and (3), a person may not compensate [an
ndividual] another person to provide guide services[;] or outfitting serviceq;-or-spetting
serviees| in connection with or in furtherance of [taking] hunting protected wildlife on
public land.

(2) [Aperson-may-compensate-aguideor] Anindividual may retain an outfitter to help the [

persontocate-and-take] individual hunt protected wildlife on public land if:
(a) [the-guideor-outfitter-is] the persons providing guide services or outfitting services are
registered and in good standing under this part;

(b) the [person-hasretainedtheguideor] individual who retains the outfitter [and-]is the

recipient of the guide services or outfitting services,

[(d)] (c) subject to Subsection (4), in total the number of individuals providing services

requiring registration under this part does not exceed:
(i) twoindividuals; or
(i) threeindividuals, if [a-guideor-outfitter-isretainedfor-purposesof-taking-a
t] the individual who retains the
outfitter retains the outfitter for a big game once-in-a-lifetime or limited entry hunt;

and

[{e} s
spotters;-and]

[(F)] (d) the [person] individual who retains the [gutde-or-]outfitter is not simultaneously
using another[-guide-or] outfitter to assist in [taking] hunting the same species and sex

of protected wildlife.
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405

406

407

408

409 [(4)] (3)(Q) A person [whe] that knowingly retains [an-ndividual] a person that is not

410 registered under this part as [a-guide-or] an outfitter or who knowingly [retainsa

411 spotter] compensates aguide in violation of this section is guilty of aclass B

412 misdemeanor, except that, notwithstanding Section 76-3-204, a court may not

413 sentence the person to imprisonment or probation.

414 (b) Thedivison may suspend [aperson's| an individual's privilege to hunt or fish under
415 thistitleif the [persen] individual knowingly retains [an-individual] a person that is
416 not registered under this part as [a-guide-or] an outfitter or knowingly [retains-a-spotter]
417 compensates aguide in violation of this section.

418 (4) Thelimitations of Subsection (2)(c) do not apply to an individual compensated by an
419 outfitter to perform tasks that are not associated with hunting of protected wildlife on
420 public land, including an individual who:

421 (a) does not provide guide services or outfitting services; or

422 (b) assists after the protected wildlife is tagged in accordance with Section 23A-4-709.
423 Section 8. Section 23A-5-301.5 is enacted to read:

424 23A-5-301.5 . Reimbur sement of investigation oper ational expenses.

425 (1) Asused in this section:

426 (a) "Contraband" means a property, item, or substance that is unlawful to produce or to
427 possess under state or federal law.

428 (b) "Operational expense" means money expended by the Division of Law Enforcement
429 to:

430 (i) acquire one of the following that is being used in a commercial venture:

431 (A) anecessary service;

432 (B) anecessary authorization;

433 (C) contraband; or

434 (D) property unlawfully possessed by a person; and

435 (ii) further or sustain an ongoing investigation, including an expense for a covert
436 activity.

437 (2) A person shall reimburse the Division of Law Enforcement for an operational expense
438 from an investigation when the person in a court of law:
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439 (a) isconvicted of:

440 (i) unlawful taking, unlawful possession, or wanton destruction of protected wildlife
441 under thistitle;

442 (ii) aviolation of Chapter 4, Part 12, Guide and Ouitfitter; or

443 (iii) aviolation of Subsection 23A-5-309(1)(Y);

444 (b) entersinto a pleain abeyance agreement, in which the person pleads guilty or no
445 contest to an offense listed in Subsection (2)(a), and the pleais held in abeyance; or
446 (c) ischarged with committing an offense listed in Subsection (2)(a), and the person
447 enters into a diversion agreement that suspends the prosecution of the offense.

448 (3) The Division of Law Enforcement shall document an operational expense from an

449 investigation.

450 (4) TheDivision of Law Enforcement shall deposit money collected under this section into
451 the Poaching Mitigation Fund created in Section 23A-3-217.

452 Section 9. Section 23A-5-309 is amended to read:

453 23A-5-309. Taking, transporting, selling, purchasing, or engaging in activities

454 related to protected wildlifeillegal except as authorized -- Criminal penalty.
455 (1) Except as provided in thistitle or arule, proclamation, or order of the Wildlife Board, a

456 person may not:

457 (a) take protected wildlife or wildlife parts;

458 (b) collect, import, possess, transport, propagate, store, donate, transfer, or export

459 protected wildlife or wildlife parts;

460 (c) take, possess, sell, purchase, barter, donate, or trade protected wildlife or wildlife
461 parts without having previously procured the necessary licenses, permits, tags,

462 federal stamps, certificates of registration, authorizations, and receipts required in this
463 title or arule, proclamation, or order of the Wildlife Board,

464 (d) take protected wildlife with aweapon, ammunition, implement, tool, device, or any
465 part of any of these not specifically authorized in thistitle or arule, proclamation, or
466 order of the Wildlife Board,

467 (e) possesswhilein pursuit of protected wildlife a weapon, ammunition, implement,
468 tool, device, or any part of any of these not specifically authorized in thistitle or a
469 rule, proclamation, or order of the Wildlife Board;

470 (f) take protected wildlife using a method, means, process, or practice not specifically
471 authorized in thistitle or arule, proclamation, or order of the Wildlife Board;

472 (g) take protected wildlife outside the season dates, location boundaries, and daily time
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473 frames established in rule, proclamation, or order of the Wildlife Board;

474 (h) take protected wildlife in excess of the bag and possession limits established in rule,
475 proclamation, or order of the Wildlife Board,;

476 (i) take protected wildlife in an area closed to hunting, trapping, or fishing by rule,

a77 proclamation, or order of the Wildlife Board, or by executive order of the director |
478 pursuant-to-] in accordance with Subsection 23A-2-203(4);

479 (j) practice falconry or capture, possess, or use birdsin falconry;

480 (k) takewildlife from an airplane or any other airborne vehicle or device or a motorized
481 terrestrial or aquatic vehicle, including snowmobiles and other recreational vehicles,
482 (1) hold in captivity at any time any live protected wildlife;

483 (m) use or permit adog or other domestic or trained animal to take protected wildlife;
484 (n) remove, damage, or destroy an occupied nest of protected wildlife;

485 (o) release captured or captive wildlife into the wild;

486 (p) use spotlighting to take protected wildlife;

487 (@) employ or use ameans of concealment or camouflage while taking protected wildlife
488 which is prohibited in thistitle or arule, proclamation, or order of the Wildlife Board;
489 (r) possessor use bait or other attractant to take protected wildlife which is prohibited in
490 thistitle or arule, proclamation, or order of the Wildlife Board;

491 (s) use adecoy or recorded or electronically amplified call which is prohibited in this
492 title or arule, proclamation, or order of the Wildlife Board to take protected wildlife;
493 (t) commercialy harvest protected wildlife, including brine shrimp and brine shrimp
494 €ggs,;

495 (u) use protected wildlife for commercia purposes or financial gain as prohibited by
496 Section 23A-5-304;

497 (v) enter, establish, or hold a contest or tournament involving the taking of protected
498 wildlife;

499 (w) operate or participate in acommercia hunting area as described in Section

500 23A-12-202;

501 (X) operate or participate in a cooperative wildlife management unit as defined in

502 Section 23A-7-101; or

503 (Y)(i) [operate-orparticipate in-guide-outfitter;-or-spotter] take protected wildlife

504 while operating or participating in guide or outfitter services or activitiesin

505 violation of Chapter 4, Part 12, Guide[;] and Ouitfitter[;-ane-Spetter]; or

506 (i) [knowinglyretain-aguide,-outfitter;-or-spotter-| take protected wildlife while
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knowingly retaining a guide or outfitter in violation of Chapter 4, Part 12, Guide[;]
and Ouitfitter[;-and-Spetter].

(2) Possession of protected wildlife without avalid license, permit, tag, certificate of

registration, bill of sale, or invoice is primafacie evidence that the protected wildlife
was illegaly taken and isillegally held in possession.

(3) A person issubject to the penalty under Section 23A-5-301 if the person:

(@) violates Subsection (1); and

(b) does so with criminal negligence as defined in Subsection 76-2-103(4).
Section 10. Section 23A-5-312 is amended to read:
23A-5-312 . Restitution -- Disposition of money.

(1) When aperson is adjudged guilty of illegal taking, illegal possession, or wanton
destruction of protected wildlife, other than atrophy animal, the court may order the
defendant to pay restitution:

(a) asset forth in Subsection (2); or
(b) inagreater or lesser amount than the amount established in Subsection (2).

(2) Suggested minimum restitution values for protected wildlife are as follows:

(8 $1,500 per animal for:

(i) bison;

(if) bighorn sheep;

(iif) rocky mountain goat;

(iv) moose;

(V) bear;

(vi) peregrinefalcon;

(vii) bald eagle; or

(viii) endangered species;
(b) $1,250 per animal for:

() ek;or

(i) threatened species;
(c) $750 per animal for:

(i) golden eagle;

(ii) river otter; or

(iii) gilamonster;
(d) $600 per animal for:

(i) pronghorn antelope; or
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541 (i) deer;

542 (e) $525 per animal for:

543 (i) cougar; or

544 (i) bobcat;

545 (f) $150 per animal for:

546 (i) swan;

547 (i) sandhill crane;

548 (iii) turkey;

549 (iv) pelican;

550 (v) loon;

551 (vi) egrets,

552 (vii) herons;

553 (viii) raptors, except those that are threatened or endangered,;

554 (ix) Utah milk snake; or

555 (x) Utah mountain king snake;

556 (g) $150 per horn;

557 (h) $53 per animal for furbearers, except:

558 (i) bobcat;

559 (i) river otter; and

560 (iii) threatened or endangered species,

561 (i) $38 per animal for trout, char, salmon, grayling, tiger muskellunge, walleye,
562 largemouth bass, smallmouth bass, and wiper;

563 (1) $30 per pound of antler or shed antler;

564 (k) $23 per animal for game birds, except:

565 () turkey;

566 (ii) swan; and

567 (iii) sandhill crane;

568 () $15 per animal for game fish not listed in Subsection (2)(i);

569 (m) $12 per pound dry weight of processed brine shrimp including eggs; and
570 (n) $8 per animal for protected wildlife not listed.

571 (3) If the court finds that restitution is inappropriate or if the value imposed is less than the
572 suggested minimum value as provided in Subsection (2), the court shall make the
573 reasons for the decision part of the court record.

574 (4)(& The court shall order a person convicted of athird degree felony under Subsection
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575 23A-5-311(2)(a)(ii) to pay restitution in accordance with Subsection (4)(b).

576 (b) The minimum restitution value for atrophy animal is as follows:

577 (i) $45,000 per animal for bighorn, desert, or rocky mountain sheep;

578 (i1) $12,000 per animal for deer;

579 (iii) $12,000 per animal for elk;

580 (iv) $9,000 per animal for moose or mountain goat;

581 (v) $9,000 per animal for bison; and

582 (vi) $3,000 per animal for pronghorn antelope.

583 (5) Restitution paid under [Subsection-(4)-shal i

584 the Wildlife Resources-Aceount] this section is to be deposited into the Poaching
585 Mitigation Fund created in Section 23A-3-217.

586 L I .

587

588

589

590

591

592 [(7)] (6) If restitution isrequired, restitution shall be in addition to:

593 (a) afineor penalty imposed for aviolation of thistitle; and

594 (b) aremedial action taken to revoke or suspend a person's license, permit, tag, or
595 certificate of registration.

596 [(8)] (7) A judgment imposed under this section constitutes alien when recorded in the
597 judgment docket and shall have the same effect and is subject to the samerulesas a
598 judgment for money in acivil action.

599 Section 11. Section 23A-5-315.5 is enacted to read:

600 23A-5-315.5 . Unlawful activity by a pilot.

601 (1) Asused in this section:

602 (a) "Aircraft" means an airplane or other airborne vehicle or device.

603 (b) "Pilot" means an individual who operates the controls of an aircraft whilein flight.

604 (2) A pilot may not knowingly, intentionally, or recklessly operate an aircraft if the

605 operation results in a person taking, including locating, wildlife from the aircraft in
606 violation of Section 23A-5-315.

607 (3) A violation of Subsection (2) is:

608 (a) aclass B misdemeanor for thefirst violation;
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(b) aclass A misdemeanor for the second violation; or

(c) athird degree felony for athird or subsequent violation.

(4) If apilot violates this section, the division may revoke alicense, tag, certificate of

registration, or permit held by the pilot in accordance with Section 23A-4-1106.

Section 12. Effective Date.
This bill takes effect on May 6, 2026.
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