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01-09 14:47 H.B. 217

Stolen Vehicle Amendments
2026 GENERAL SESSION
STATE OF UTAH
Chief Sponsor: Jordan D. Teuscher
Senate Sponsor:

LONGTITLE
General Description:
This bill preempts a political subdivision from imposing certain restrictions on reporting a
vehicle theft.
Highlighted Provisions:
Thishill:
» preemptsalocal law or ordinance:
« restricting a person's ability to report a vehicle theft; or
e imposing atime limit before which a person is prohibited from reporting a vehicle
theft; and
» invalidatesalocal law or ordinance that imposes those restrictions.
Money Appropriated in thisBill:
None
Other Special Clauses:
None
Utah Code Sections Affected:
AMENDS:
41-1a-1402, aslast amended by Laws of Utah 1998, Chapter 263

Be it enacted by the Legidature of the state of Utah:
Section 1. Section 41-1a-1402 is amended to read:
41-1a-1402 . Report by ownersor lienholders of thefts and recoveries --

Preemption on restrictions on vehicle theft reporting.

(1)(@) Theowner, or person having alien or encumbrance upon avehicle, vessal, or
outboard motor that has been stolen, may notify the law enforcement agency having
jurisdiction where the theft occurred.

(b) Inthe event of an embezzlement the owner or person may make areport only after
having procured the issuance of awarrant for the arrest of the person charged with
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embezzlement.

(2)(a) If avehicle, vessel, or outboard motor is recovered, an owner or other person who
has given any notice under Subsection (1) shall notify the law enforcement agency
where the theft or embezzlement was reported.

(b) Thelaw enforcement agency shall notify the Criminal Investigations and Technical
Services Division, established in Section 53-10-103, of recovery.
(3)(a) A political subdivision of the state may not enact alaw, ordinance, or rule:

(i) restricting a person's ability to report the theft of avehicle, vessel, or outboard

motor; or

(ii) imposing atime limit before which a person is prohibited from reporting the theft

of avehicle, vessal, or outboard motor.

(b) Any law, ordinance, or rule described in Subsection (3)(a) in effect on or before May
6, 2026, isinvalid and unenforceable.
Section 2. Effective Date.
This bill takes effect on May 6, 2026.




