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02-20 14:28 2nd Sub. (Gray) H.B. 509

Doug Owens proposes the following substitute bill:

Wetlands Study Amendments
2026 GENERAL SESSION
STATE OF UTAH
Chief Sponsor: Doug Owens
Senate Sponsor: Michael K. McKell

LONGTITLE
General Description:
Thisbill creates a study related to wetland health and protection.
Highlighted Provisions:
Thisbill:
» directs the Department of Natural Resources to:
« complete astudy on wetlands in counties of the first or second class;
» make recommendations for legislative and administrative action on improving wetland
health and mitigating wetland loss; and
« report the study findings and recommendations to the Natural Resources, Agriculture,
and Environment Interim Committee; and
» makes technical and conforming changes.
Money Appropriated in thisBill:
None
Other Special Clauses:
None
Utah Code Sections Affected:
AMENDS:
79-2-406, as last amended by Laws of Utah 2024, Chapter 838

Be it enacted by the Legidature of the state of Utah:
Section 1. Section 79-2-406 is amended to read:
79-2-406 . Wetlands study.
(1) Asusedin thissection, "committee" means the Natural Resources, Agriculture, and
Environment Interim Committee.
(2) Before October 30, 2027, the department shall complete a study on the status of
wetlands in counties of thefirst or second class, as described in Section 17-60-104.
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(3) The study described in Subsection (2) shall include:
(a) adetermination on how wetland acreage has changed within the previous five years;

(b) any reclassification or potential reclassification of wetlandsin the previousfive years
based on changesto federal law;
(c) theimpact of wetland |oss on:

(i) outdoor recreation, including:

(A) the hunting of duck and other migratory game birds; and

(B) any loss of recreational opportunities on lakes and rivers;

(ii) water quality in rivers and lakes adjacent to wetlands; and

(iii) aguatic speciesin greatest need of conservation; and

(d) recommendations for legislative and administration action to:
(i) improve the health of wetlands; and
(ii) mitigate wetland loss and degradation.

(4) The department shall report to the committee:

(&) before November 30, 2026, a progress report of the study findings and

recommendations described in Subsection (3); and
(b) before October 30, 2027, a complete report of the study findings and
recommendations described in Subsection (3).
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Section 2. Effective Date.

This bill takes effect on May 6, 2026.




