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Karianne L isonbee proposes the following substitute bill:

Public School Attendance Amendments
2026 GENERAL SESSION
STATE OF UTAH
Chief Sponsor: Lincoln Fillmore
House Sponsor: Jason E. Thompson

LONGTITLE
General Description:
This bill establishes comprehensive student attendance monitoring, chronic absenteeism
supports, and accountability requirements for local education agencies.
Highlighted Provisions:
Thishill:
» establishes comprehensive student attendance monitoring and accountability requirements;
» requires local education agencies to implement enhanced attendance tracking and
intervention programs;
» mandates performance metrics for attendance notifications and enforcement actions;
» creates data quality standards for student participation reporting;
» adds chronic absenteeism interventions as an alowed use of a school's School LAND
Trust Program allocation; and
» makes technical changes.
Money Appropriated in thisBill:
None
Other Special Clauses:
Thisbill provides a special effective date.
Utah Code Sections Affected:
AMENDS:
53F-2-102, as |last amended by Laws of Utah 2022, Chapter 17
53G-6-201, aslast amended by Laws of Utah 2025, Chapter 34
53G-6-202, as last amended by Laws of Utah 2021, Chapter 359 and further amended by
Revisor Instructions, Laws of Utah 2021, Chapter 359
53G-6-203, as last amended by Laws of Utah 2023, Chapter 161
53G-6-206, as last amended by Laws of Utah 2024, Chapter 516
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53G-6-210, as last amended by Laws of Utah 2024, Chapter 20

53G-7-1205, as last amended by Laws of Utah 2020, Chapter 161

53G-7-1206, as last amended by Laws of Utah 2025, Chapter 424

53G-7-1304, aslast amended by Laws of Utah 2024, Chapter 372

53G-7-1305, as enacted by Laws of Utah 2019, Chapter 505

53G-11-501, aslast amended by Laws of Utah 2024, Chapter 434
ENACTS:

53G-6-213, Utah Code Annotated 1953

53G-6-214, Utah Code Annotated 1953

Be it enacted by the Legidature of the state of Utah:
Section 1. Section 53F-2-102 is amended to read:
53F-2-102 . Definitions.
Asused in this chapter:
(1) "Attendance validated program” means an educational program where:

(a) student participation is measured by physical or virtual attendance at scheduled

instructional periods; and

(b) astudent receives direct teacher interaction and instruction for the course or program

the student is enrolled in.

[(1)] (2) "Basic state-supported school program,” "basic program,” or "basic school
program” means public education programs for kindergarten, elementary, and secondary
school students that are operated and maintained for the amount derived by multiplying
the number of weighted pupil units for each [school-district-or-charter-school] LEA by
the value established each year in the enacted public education budget, except as
otherwise provided in this chapter.

(3) "Educational services' means providing learning opportunities and services designed to

support a student to be prepared to succeed and lead by having the knowledge and skills

to learn, engage civically, and lead meaningful lives through providing:

(@) high quality instruction for each student that includes direct interaction between a

teacher and students;

(b) personalized learning supports for each student; and

(c) appropriate instructional delivery methods based on the student's enrollment type as
defined in this section.
(4)(a) "Instructional day" means:
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(i) for students enrolled in an attendance validated program, a school day on which an

LEA provides educational services through scheduled periods with direct teacher

interaction; or

(ii) for students enrolled in alearner validated program specifically designed for

competency-based or self-paced learning, any day during which educational

services are actively provided through the LEA's structured learning delivery

system.
(b) "Instructional day" does not include:

(i) dayswhere educational services are not actively provided to students; or

(ii) any day in aprogram that an LEA designated as learner validated solely to avoid

providing direct educational services that would otherwise be required for an

attendance validated program.
(5) "Instructional hours' means:
(a) for students enrolled in an attendance validated program, the hoursin an instructional

day during which an L EA provides educational services through scheduled

instructional periods; or

(b) for students enrolled in alearner validated program, the equivalent hours of

educational services made available to students, as measured by the LEA's continuing

enrollment measurement reguirements established in the LEA's written policy.

(6) "Learner validated program" means an educational program specifically designed for

competency-based or self-paced learning where:

(@) student participation is measured by demonstrated academic progress and completion

of learning objectives rather than by attendance at scheduled instructional periods;

and
(b) the LEA has established awritten policy that:
(i) defines:
(A) continuing enrollment measurement requirements,

(B) standards for demonstrating academic progress;

(C) methods for calculating equivalent instructional hours; and

(D) procedures for ensuring equivalent educational rigor and support as provided

in attendance validated programs; and
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[(4)] (D)@ "Minimum School Program” means the state-supported public school
programs for kindergarten, elementary, and secondary schools as described in this

Subsection [(4)] (7).

02-04 16:00

(b) The Minimum School Program established in [school-districtsand-charter-schools] an
LEA shall include the equivalent of a school term of nine months as determined by

the state board.

(c)(i) The state board shall establish the number of instructional days or equivalent

instructional hours that school is held for an academic school year.

(if) Education, enhanced by utilization of technologically enriched delivery systems,

when approved by an LEA governing board, shall receive full support by the state

board as it pertains to fulfilling the attendance requirements, excluding time spent

viewing commercial advertising.

(d)(i) AnLEA governing board may reallocate up to 32 instructional hours or four |
schoel] instructional days established under Subsection [(4)(€)] (7)(c) for teacher

preparation time or teacher professional development.
(i1) A redlocation of instructional hours or [schoel] instructional days under

Subsection [(4}{e)YB)] (7)(d)(i) is subject to the approval of two-thirds of the
members of an LEA governing board voting in aregularly scheduled meeting:

(A) at which aquorum of the LEA governing board is present; and

(B) held in compliance with Title 52, Chapter 4, Open and Public Meetings Act.
(iii) If an LEA governing board reallocates instructional hours or [schoel] instructional

days as provided by this Subsection [(4)(d}] (7)(d), the [school-district-or-charter

school] LEA shall notify students' parents of the school calendar at |east[]

[(A)] 90 days before the beginning of the school year[;-of] .

(iv) Instructional hours or [schoeol-days] instructional days reallocated for teacher
preparation time or teacher professional development pursuant to this Subsection |
4)(d)] (7)(d) is considered part of a school term referred to in Subsection [(4)(b}]

(D)(b).

(e) The Minimum School Program includes a program or allocation funded by aline

item appropriation or other appropriation designated as follows:

(i) Basic School Program,
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131 (i) Related to Basic Programs;
132 (iii) Voted and Board Levy Programs; or
133 (iv) Minimum School Program.

134 (8) "Pupil in average daily membership” or "ADM" means afull-day equivalent pupil.
135 [(5)] (9) "Weighted pupil unit or units or WPU or WPUS" means the unit of measure of

136 factors that is computed in accordance with this chapter for the purpose of determining
137 the costs of aprogram on a uniform basis for each [school-district-or-charter-school] LEA.
138 Section 2. Section 53G-6-201 is amended to read:

139 53G-6-201 . Definitions.

140 Asused in this part:

141 (1) "Absence" or "absent" means.

142 (a) for astudent enrolled in an attendance validated program, the failure of a school-age
143 child assigned to a class or class period to attend the class or class period for agiven
144 day or class period; or

145 (b) for astudent enrolled in alearner validated program, the failure of a school-age child
146 to meet the LEA's continuing enrollment measurement requirements as established in
147 the LEA's written policy.

148

149

150

151

152 (2) "Attendance validated program” means the same as that term is defined in Section
153 53F-2-102.

154 (3) "Chronic absenteeism” means a student who:
155 (a) wasenrolledin an LEA for at least 60 calendar days; and
156 (b) has unexcused absences totaling at least 10% of instructional daysin a school year.

157 [(2)] (4) "Educational neglect" means the same as that term is defined in Section 80-1-102.
158 (5) "Educational services' means the same asthat term is defined in Section 53F-2-102.
159 [(3)] (6)(@) "Home-based microschool” means an individual or association of individuals
160 that:

161 () registers asabusiness entity in accordance with state and local laws; and

162 (if) for compensation, provides kindergarten through grade 12 education services to
163 16 or fewer students from an individual's residential dwelling, accessory dwelling
164 unit, or residential property.
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165 (b) "Home-based microschool” does not include a daycare.

166 (7) "Instructional day" means the same as that term is defined in Section 53F-2-102.
167 [(4)] (8) "Instructor" means an individual who teaches a student as part of a home-based
168 microschool or micro-education entity.

169 (9) "Learner validated program™ means the same as that term is defined in Section

170 53F-2-102.

171 [(5)] (10)(a) "Micro-education entity" means a person or association of persons that:

172 (i) registers as abusiness entity in accordance with state and local laws; and

173 (if) for compensation, provides kindergarten through grade 12 education services to
174 100 students or fewer.

175 (b) "Micro-education entity" does not include:

176 (i) adaycare;

177 (i) ahome-based microschool;

178 (iii) aprivate school; or

179 (iv) aschool within the public education system.

180 [(6)] (11) "Minor" means an individual who isunder 18 yearsold.
181 [(A] (12) "Parent" includes:

182 (a) acustodia parent of the minor;

183 (b) alegally appointed guardian of a minor; or

184 (c) any other person purporting to exercise any authority over the minor which could be
185 exercised by a person described in Subsection [(H{a)-or(b)] (12)(a) or (b).

186 [(8)] (13) "School day" means the portion of aday that school isin session in which a
187 school-age child is required to be in school for purposes of receiving instruction.

188 [(9)] (14) "School year" means the period of time designated by alocal school board or
189 charter school governing board as the school year for the school where the school-age
190 child:

191 (@) isenrolled; or

192 (b) should be enrolled, if the school-age child is not enrolled in school.

193 [€20)] (15) "School-age child" means a minor who:

194 (a) isat least six years old but younger than 18 years old; and

195 (b) isnot emancipated.

196 (16) "Tardy" means astudent's arrival after the designated start time for a class period or
197 instructional day, as defined by the LEA's written palicy.

198 [(£1)] (17)(a) "Truant" means a condition in which a school-age child, without avalid

-6-
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199 excuse, and subject to Subsection [{(L1)(b)] (17)(b), is absent for at least:

200 (i) half of the [seheel] instructional day for a student enrolled in an attendance
201 validated program; or

202 (i) if the school-age child is enrolled in alearner verified program, asthat termis
203 defined by the state board, the relevant amount of time under the LEA's policy
204 regarding the LEA's continuing enrollment measure as it relates to truancy.
205 (b) A school-age child may not be considered truant under this part more than one time
206 during one day.

207 [(12)] (18) "Truant minor" means a school-age child who:

208 (a) issubject to the requirements of Section 53G-6-202 or 53G-6-203; and

209 (b) istruant.

210 [(13)] (19)(a) "Valid excuse" means:

211 (i) anillness, which may be either mental or physical, regardless of whether the
212 school-age child or parent provides documentation from a medical professional;
213 (if) mental or behavioral health of the school-age child;

214 (iii) afamily death;

215 (iv) an approved school activity;

216 (v) an absence permitted by a school-age child's:

217 (A) individualized education program; or

218 (B) Section 504 accommodeation plan;

219 (vi) competition in arodeo sanctioned by an international, non-profit organization
220 dedicated to the devel opment of sportsmanship, horsemanship, and character in
221 youth through the sport of rodeo;

222 (vii) an absence permitted in accordance with Subsection 53G-6-803(5); or

223 (viii) any other excuse established as valid by alocal school board, charter school
224 governing board, or school district.

225 (b) "Valid excuse" does not mean a parent acknowledgment of an absence for areason
226 other than a reason described in Subsections [(13){a)(i)-through-(vit)] (19)(a)(i)
227 through (vii), unless specifically permitted by the local school board, charter school
228 governing board, or school district under Subsection [(A3)(a)(vii)] (19)(a)(viii).
229 Section 3. Section 53G-6-202 is amended to read:

230 53G-6-202 . Compulsory education.

231 (1) Asusedinthis section:

232 (& "Intentionally" means the same as that term is defined in Section 76-2-103.

-7-
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(b) "Notice of compulsory education violation" means a notice issued in accordance
with Subsections (3) and (4).

(c) "Remainder of the school year" means the portion of the school year beginning on
the day after the day on which a notice of compulsory education violation is served
and ending on the last day of the school year.

(2) Except as provided in Section 53G-6-204 or 53G-6-702, the parent of a school-age child
shall enroll and send the school-age child to a public or regularly established private
school.

(3) A school administrator, a designee of a school administrator, alaw enforcement officer
acting as a school resource officer, or atruancy specialist may only issue a notice of
compulsory education violation to a parent of a school-age child if the school-age child
is:

(a) ingrade 1 through 6; and

(b) truant at least five times during the school year.

(4) A notice of compulsory education violation issued to a parent:

(a) shall direct the parent to:

(i) meet with school authorities to discuss the school-age child's school attendance
problems; and

(if) cooperate with the local school board, charter school governing board, or school
district in securing regular attendance by the school-age child;

(b) shall designate the school authorities with whom the parent is required to meet;

(c) shall statethat it isaclass B misdemeanor for the parent to intentionally or without
good cause:

(i) fail to meet with the designated school authorities to discuss the school-age child's
school attendance problems; or

(ii) fail to prevent the school-age child from being truant five or more times during
the remainder of the school year;

(d) shall be served on the parent by personal service or certified mail; and

(e) may not be issued unless the school-age child has been truant at least five times
during the school year.

®) B '

misdemeanor for a parent of a school-age child to intentionally or without good cause

it] ItisaclassB

fail to enroll the school-age child in school, unless the school-age child is exempt from
enrollment under Section 53G-6-204 or 53G-6-702.

-8-
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267 6) B it] ItisaclassB
268 misdemeanor for a parent of a school-age child who isin grade 1 through 6 to, after

269 being served with a notice of compulsory education violation, intentionally or without
270 good cause:

271 (a) fail to meet with the school authorities designated in the notice of compulsory

272 education violation to discuss the school-age child's school attendance problems; or
273 (b) fail to prevent the school-age child from being truant five or more times during the
274 remainder of the school year.

275 [ ] A local school board,
276 charter school governing board, or [schoel-district] LEA official shall report violations of
277 this section to the appropriate county or district attorney.

278 (8) [Exeept-duringtheperiod-described-in-Subsections{E if-] 1f school personnel
279 have reason to believe that, after a notice of compulsory education violation isissued,
280 the parent has failed to make a good faith effort to ensure that the school-age child

281 receives an appropriate education, the issuer of the compulsory education violation shall
282 report to the Division of Child and Family Services:

283 (a) identifying information of the school-age child and the parent who received the
284 notice of compulsory education violation;

285 (b) information regarding the longest number of consecutive [sehoeel] instructional days
286 the school-age child has been absent or truant from school and the percentage of [
287 school] instructional days the school-age child has been absent or truant during each
288 relevant school term,

289 (c) whether the school-age child has made adequate educational progress,

290 (d) whether the requirements of Section 53G-6-206 have been met;

291 (e) whether the school-age child istwo or more years behind the local public school's
292 age group expectations in one or more basic skills; and

293 (f) whether the school-age child is receiving special education services or systematic
294 remediation efforts.

295 (9) An LEA shall maintain records of each notice of compulsory education violation issued
296 and any resulting referrals and general outcomes.

297 . . . : . .

298

299

300
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301 Section 4. Section 53G-6-203 is amended to read:

302 53G-6-203 . Truancy -- Notice of truancy -- Failure to cooperate with school
303 authorities.

304 (1) Except as provided in Section 53G-6-204 or 53G-6-702, a school-age child who is

305 enrolled in a public school shall attend the public school in which the school-age child is
306 enrolled.

307 (2) Inaccordance with Section 53G-8-211, alocal school board, charter school governing
308 board, or school district may impose administrative penalties on a school-age child who
309 is:

310 (a) ingrade 7 or above, unless the school-age child is less than 12 years old; and

311 (b) truant.

312 (3) [Atoca-school-board-or-charter-school-] An LEA governing board:

313 (8) may authorize a school administrator, a designee of a school administrator, alaw

314 enforcement officer acting as a school resource officer, or atruancy specialist to issue
315 anotice of truancy in accordance with Subsection (4); and

316 (b) shall establish a procedure for a school-age child, or the school-age child's parents, to
317 contest a notice of truancy.

318 (4) A notice of truancy described in Subsection (3):

319 (8 may not be issued until a school-age child has been truant at least five times during
320 the school year;

321 (b) may not be issued to a school-age child who isless than 12 yearsold or in agrade
322 below grade 7;

323 (c) may not be issued to a school-age child exempt from school attendance as provided
324 in Section 53G-6-204 or 53G-6-702;

325 (d) shall direct the school-age child who receives the notice of truancy and the parent of
326 the school-age child to:

327 (i) meet with school authorities to discuss the school-age child's truancies; and

328 (if) cooperate with the [toeal-school-board,-charter-school-] LEA governing board, or
329 school district in securing regular attendance by the school-age child; and

330 (e) shall be mailed to, or served on, the school-age child's parent.

331 (5)[(a) Exeeptasprovidedin-Subsection{5)(b), nething] Nothing in this part prohibits a
332 local [schoolbeard,-charter-school-]governing board[;] or [school-distriet] LEA official
333 from taking action to resolve a truancy problem with a school-age child who has been
334 truant fewer than five times, provided that the action does not conflict with the

-10-
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requirements of this part.

(6) An LEA shall maintain records of each notice of truancy issued and any resulting

referrals and general outcomes.

Section 5. Section 53G-6-206 is amended to read:

53G-6-206 . Duties of a local school board, charter school governing board, or

school district in promoting regular attendance -- Parental involvement -- Liability not

imposed -- Report to state board.

(1)(a) Asused in thissection, "intervention” means a series of non-punitive and
increasingly frequent and individualized activities that are designed to:

(i) create atrusting relationship between teachers, students, and parents;
(if) improve attendance;
(iif) improve academic outcomes; and
(iv) reduce negative behavior referrals.
(b) "Intervention" includes:
(i) mentorship programs;
(if) family connection to community resources,
(iii) academic support through small group or individualized tutoring or similar
methods; and
(iv) teaching executive function skills, including:
(A) planning;
(B) goal setting;
(C) understanding and following multi-step directions; and
(D) sef-regulation.

(2)(a) Subject to Subsection (2)(b), an LEA shall make efforts to promote regular
attendance and resolve school absenteeism and truancy issues for each school-age
child who is, or should be, enrolled in the LEA.

(b) A school-age child exempt from school attendance under Section 53G-6-204 or

-11-
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369 53G-6-702, or a school-age child who is enrolled in aregularly established private
370 school or part-time school, is not considered to be a school-age child who is or
371 should be enrolled in a school district or charter school under Subsection (2)(a).
372 (3) The efforts described in Subsection (2) shall include, as reasonably feasible:

373 () counseling of the school-age child by school authorities;

374 (b)(i) i1ssuing a notice of truancy to the school-age child in accordance with Section
375 53G-6-203; or

376 (i) issuing a notice of compulsory education violation to the school-age child's parent
377 in accordance with Section 53G-6-202;

378 (c) making any necessary adjustment to the curriculum and schedule to meet special
379 needs of the school-age child;

380 (d) considering alternatives proposed by the school-age child's parent;

381 (e) incorporating attendance in the school-age child's course score or grade if:

382 (i) incorporation is determined appropriate through an individualized plan the
383 school-age child's parent and teacher develops;

384 (if) parental written consent is obtained for the individualized plan; and

385 (iii) the parent retains the ability to revoke the parent's consent described in

386 Subsection (3)(e)(ii) at any time[] ;

387 (f) monitoring school attendance of the school-age child;

388 (g9) voluntary participation in truancy mediation, if available; and

389 (h) providing the school-age child's parent, upon request, with alist of resources

390 available to assist the parent in resolving the school-age child's attendance problems.
391 (4) In addition to the efforts described in Subsection (3), the [lecal-school-board,-charter
392 school-governing-board;-or-school-district-] LEA governing board or LEA official may
393 enlist the assistance of community and law enforcement agencies and organizations for
394 early intervention services as appropriate and reasonably feasible in accordance with
395 Section 53G-8-211.

396 (5) AnLEA shal:

397 (@) conduct regular reviews of student attendance data to identify students at risk of
398 chronic absenteeism;

399 (b) implement tiered interventions for students with attendance concerns;

400 (c) notify parents within two instructional days of a student's unexcused absence,

401 including the total number for the school year; and

402 (d) maintain accurate and timely attendance recordsin the LEA's student information

-12 -
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403 system.

404 [(5)] (6) This section does not impose civil liability on boards of education, local school

405 boards, charter school governing boards, school districts, or their employees.

406 [(6)] (7) Proceedingsinitiated under this part do not obligate or preclude action by the

407 Division of Child and Family Services under Section 53G-6-210.

408 [(7)] (8) Each LEA shall annually report the following data separately to the state board:

409 (@) absenceswith avalid excuse; and

410 (b) absenceswithout avalid excuse.

411 Section 6. Section 53G-6-210 is amended to read:

412 53G-6-210 . Educational neglect of a minor -- Procedures -- Defenses.

413 (1) With regard to aminor who is the subject of a petition under Section 80-3-201 based on
414 educational neglect:

415 (a) if alegationsinclude failure of a minor to make adequate educational progress, the
416 juvenile court shall permit demonstration of the minor's educational skills and

417 abilities based upon any of the criteria used in granting school credit, in accordance
418 with Section 53G-6-702;

419 (b) parental refusal to comply with actions taken by school authoritiesin violation of
420 Section 53G-10-202, 53G-10-205, 53G-10-403, or 53G-10-203, does not constitute
421 educational neglect;

422 (c) parenta refusal to support efforts by a school to encourage a minor to act in

423 accordance with any educational objective that focuses on the adoption or expression
424 of apersonal philosophy, attitude, or belief that is not reasonably necessary to

425 maintain order and discipline in the school, prevent unreasonable endangerment of
426 persons or property, or to maintain concepts of civility and propriety appropriate to a
427 school setting, does not constitute educational neglect; and

428 (d) an allegation of educationa neglect may not be sustained, based solely on aminor's
429 absence from school, unless the minor has been absent from school or from any given
430 class, without good cause, for more than 10 consecutive [school] instructional days or
431 more than 1/10 of the applicable school term.

432 (2) A minor may not be considered to be educationally neglected, for purposes of this

433 chapter:

434 (@) unlessthereis clear and convincing evidence that:

435 (i) the minor has failed to make adequate educational progress, and school officials
436 have complied with the requirements of Section 53G-6-206; or

-13-
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437 (if) the minor istwo or more years behind the local public school's age group

438 expectations in one or more basic skills, and is not receiving special educational
439 services or systematic remediation efforts designed to correct the problem;

440 (b) if the minor's parent or guardian establishes by a preponderance of the evidence that:
441 (i) school authorities have failed to comply with the requirements of thistitle;

442 (if) theminor isbeing instructed at home in compliance with Section 53G-6-204;
443 (iii) thereisdocumentation that the minor has demonstrated educational progress at a
444 level commensurate with the minor's ability;

445 (iv) the parent, guardian, or other person in control of the minor has made a good
446 faith effort to secure the minor's regular attendance in school;

447 (v) good cause or avalid excuse exists for the minor's absence from school;

448 (vi) theminor is not required to attend school under court order or is exempt under
449 other applicable state or federal law;

450 (vii) the minor has performed above the twenty-fifth percentile of the local public
451 school's age group expectationsin all basic skills, as measured by a standardized
452 academic achievement test administered by the school district where the minor
453 resides; or

454 (viii) the parent or guardian presented a reasonable alternative curriculum to required
455 school curriculum, in accordance with Section 53G-10-205 or 53G-10-403, and
456 the aternative curriculum was rejected by the school district, but the parents have
457 implemented the alternative curriculum; or

458 (c) if the minor is attending school on aregular basis.

459 Section 7. Section 53G-6-213 is enacted to read:

460 53G-6-213 . Data quality and monitoring requirements.

461 (1) AnLEA shall:

462 (@) ensurethe LEA's student information system accurately captures and reports student
463 enrollment, attendance, and membership data; and

464 (b) conduct an annual internal audit of attendance data accuracy.

465 (2) The state board shall:

466 (a) establish minimum standards for LEA attendance data quality;

467 (b) conduct periodic audits of LEA attendance data;

468 (c) provide technical assistance to an LEA with data quality issues;

469 (d) publish annual reports on statewide attendance trends and data quality; and

470 (e) implement corrective action procedures for an LEA that fails to meet data quality
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471 standards.

472 (3) An LEA that fails to meet state data quality standards shall:

473 (a) develop and implement a corrective action plan within 60 days and submit the plan
474 to the state board;

475 (b) submit monthly progress reports to the state board until compliance is achieved; and
476 (c) asthe state board determines, be subject to withholding of state funding until

a77 compliance is demonstrated.

478 Section 8. Section 53G-6-214 is enacted to read:

479 53G-6-214 . LEA accountability measures.

480 (1) AnLEA shall:

481 (a) establish written policies and procedures for attendance tracking, intervention, and
482 enforcement that comply with state law;

483 (b) train all relevant staff on attendance policies and procedures annually;

484 (c) ensure consistent implementation of attendance policies across all schools within the
485 LEA; and

486 (d) provide clear communication to parents and students regarding attendance

487 expectations and consequences.

488 (2) An LEA governing board shall:

489 (a) review relevant attendance data;

490 (b) evaluate the effectiveness of attendance interventions annually;

491 (c) ensure adequate resources are allocated for attendance monitoring and intervention
492 programs; and

493 (d) approve any changes to attendance policies in a public meeting.

494 Section 9. Section 53G-7-1205 is amended to read:

495 53G-7-1205 . Charter trust land councils.

496 (1) Asusedin thissection, "council" means a charter trust land council described in this
497 section.

498 (2) Toreceive School LAND Trust Program funding as described in Sections 53F-2-404
499 and 53G-7-1206, a charter school governing board shall establish a charter trust land
500 council, which shall prepare aplan for the use of School LAND Trust Program money
501 that includes the elements described in Subsection 53G-7-1206(4).

502 (3)(d) The membership of the council shall include parents or grandparents of students
503 enrolled at the charter school and may include other members.

504 (b) The number of council members who are parents or grandparents of students
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(4)

enrolled at the charter school shall exceed all other members combined by at least
two.

A charter school governing board may serve as the charter school's council if:

(@) the membership of the charter school governing board meets the requirements of
Subsection (3)(b)[] ; or

(b) notwithstanding Subsection (3)(b), in the charter school'sfirst year of operation, a

charter school governing board may serve as the charter school's council.

(5)(a) Except as provided in Subsection (5)(b), council members who are parents or

(6)

(7)

(8)

D

grandparents of students enrolled at the school shall be elected in accordance with

procedures established by the charter school governing board.

(b) Subsection (5)(a) does not apply to a charter school governing board that serves as a
council.

A parent or [grandparents] grandparent of a student enrolled at a charter school shall

serve as chair [er-co-chair-] of the charter school's council_created consistent with

Subsection (5).

In accordance with state board rule regarding charter trust land council expenditures and

funding limits, a charter trust land council shall:
(&) work with students, families, and educators to develop and incorporate safety
principles, as defined in Section 53G-7-1202, at the school; and
(b) hold at least an annual discussion with charter school administrators to coordinate
efforts to develop and incorporate safety principles, as defined in Section 53G-7-1202,
at the school level.
A charter trust land council shall provide input to the school's principal on a positive
behaviors plan in accordance with Section 53G-10-407.
Section 10. Section 53G-7-1206 is amended to read:
53G-7-1206 . School LAND Trust Program.
Asused in this section:
(8) "Charter trust land council” means a council established by a charter school
governing board under Section 53G-7-1205.
(b) "Council" means a school community council or a charter trust land council.
(c) "LAND trust plan™ means a school's plan to use School LAND Trust Program money
to implement a component of the school's success plan.
(d) "School community council” means a council established at a district school in
accordance with Section 53G-7-1202.
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539 (e) "Teacher and student success plan” or "success plan” means the same as that term is
540 defined in Section 53G-7-1301.

541 (2) Thissection creates the School LAND (Learning And Nurturing Development) Trust
542 Program under the state board to:

543 (a) providefinancial resources to public schools to enhance or improve student academic
544 achievement and implement a component of a district school or charter school's

545 teacher and student success plan; and

546 (b) involve parents of a school's students in decision making regarding the expenditure
547 of School LAND Trust Program money allocated to the school.

548 (3) Toreceive an dlocation under Section 53F-2-404.

549 (a) adistrict school shall have established a school community council in accordance
550 with Section 53G-7-1202;

551 (b) acharter school shall have established a charter trust land council in accordance with
552 Section 53G-7-1205; and

553 (c) the school's principal shall provide a signed, written assurance that the school isin
554 compliance with Subsection (3)(a) or (b).

555 (4)(@ A council shall create a program to use the school's allocation distributed under

556 Section 53F-2-404 to implement a component of the school's success plan, including:

557 (i) the school'sidentified most critical academic needs;

558 (if) arecommended action plan to meet the identified academic needs;

559 (iii) aspecific listing of any programs, practices, materials, or equipment that the
560 school will need to implement the action plan to have a direct impact on the

561 instruction of students and result in measurable increased student performance;|
562 and]

563 (iv) programs, practices, materials, or equipment specifically designed to address
564 chronic absenteeism, including:

565 (A) school attendance plan development and implementation;

566 (B) academic recovery programs for chronically absent students; and

567 (C) professional development for staff on attendance interventions; and

568 [(iv)] (v) how each proposed expenditure in the action plan will be used to implement
569 a component of the action plan to enhance or improve academic excellence at the
570 school.

571 (b)(i) A council shall create and vote to adopt a LAND trust plan in a meeting of the

572 council at which aquorum is present.
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(i) If amgority of the quorum votes to adopt a LAND trust plan, the LAND trust
plan is adopted.

(c) A council shall:

(i) post aLAND trust plan that is adopted in accordance with Subsection (4)(b) on
the School LAND Trust Program reporting website; and

(i) include with the LAND trust plan areport noting the number of council members
who voted for or against the approval of the LAND trust plan and the number of
council members who were absent for the vote.

(d)(i) Thelocal school board of adistrict school shall approve or disapprovea LAND
trust plan.

(i) If alocal school board disapproves a LAND trust plan:

(A) thelocal school board shall provide awritten explanation of why the LAND
trust plan was disapproved and request the school community council who
submitted the LAND trust plan to revise the LAND trust plan; and

(B) the school community council shall submit arevised LAND trust planin
response to alocal school board's request under Subsection (4)(d)(ii)(A).

(iif) Once a LAND trust plan has been approved by alocal school board, a school
community council may amend the LAND trust plan, subject to a majority vote of
the school community council and local school board approval.

(e) A charter trust land council's LAND trust plan is subject to approval by the:

(i) charter school governing board; and
(i1) budget officer whom the charter school governing board appoints.
(5)(@ A district school or charter school shall:
(i) implement the program as approved;
(if) provide ongoing support for the council's plan and responsibilities; and
(iii) meet state board reporting requirements regarding financial and performance
accountability of the program.

(b)(i) A district school or charter school shall prepare and post an annual report of the
program on the School LAND Trust Program reporting website before the council
submits a plan for the following year.

(if) Thereport shall detail the use of program funds received by the school under this
section and an assessment of the results obtained from the use of the funds.

(iii) A summary of the report shall be provided to parents of students who attend the
school.
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607 (6) An LEA shall record the LEA's expenditures of School LAND Trust Program funds

608 through a financial reporting system that the board identifies to assist schoolsin

609 developing the annual report described in Subsection (5)(b).

610 (7) The president or chair of alocal school board or charter school governing board shall
611 ensure that the members of the local school board or charter school governing board are
612 provided with annual training on the requirements of this section.

613 (8)(d) The state board shall provide annual training opportunities to the entities

614 described in Subsection (8)(b) on:

615 (i) the School LAND Trust Program;

616 (i) theresponsibilities and formation of:

617 (A) aschool community council consistent with Section 53G-7-1202; or
618 (B) acharter trust land council consistent with Section 53G-7-1205; and
619 (iii) asapplicable, council responsibilities as described in Section 53G-7-1203.
620 (b) The state board shall provide the training to:

621 (i) aloca school board or a charter school governing board;

622 (i) adistrict business administrator or a charter business official;

623 (iii) aschool district or a charter school; and

624 (iv) aschool community council.

625 (9) The state board shall annually review a school's compliance with applicable law,

626 including rules adopted by the state board in accordance with Title 63G, Chapter 3, Utah
627 Administrative Rulemaking Act, by:

628 (a) reading each School LAND Trust Program plan submitted;

629 (b) reviewing proposed expenditures to be made from School LAND Trust Program
630 money; and

631 (c) conducting an annual compliance review of an LEA using a sample of schools.

632 (10) The superintendent shall calculate and initiate the annual School LAND Trust

633 distribution to schools through the state board's finance system to each LEA as outlined
634 in Section 53F-2-404.

635 (11) The superintendent shall administer the School LAND Trust website to provide

636 transparency and accountability to school communities and the public of School LAND
637 Trust plans, reports, and expenditures of trust distributions.

638 (12) The state board shall designate a staff member who administers the School LAND
639 Trust Program to serve as a member of the Land Trusts Protection and Advocacy

640 Committee created under Section 53D-2-202.
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641 Section 11. Section 53G-7-1304 is amended to read:

642 53G-7-1304 . Program requirements-- LEA governing board student success
643 framework -- LEA distribution -- School allocation -- Reporting.

644 (D)(@) Toreceivean LEA distribution, an LEA governing board shall:

645 (i) adopt an LEA governing board student success framework to provide guidelines
646 and processes for a school within the LEA governing board's LEA to follow in
647 developing ateacher and student success plan; and

648 (if) submit the adopted LEA governing board student success framework to the state
649 board.

650 (b) AnLEA governing board may include in the LEA governing board's student success
651 framework any means reasonably designed to improve school performance or student
652 academic achievement, including:

653 (i) school personnel stipends for taking on additional responsibility outside of a

654 typical work assignment;

655 (if) professional learning;

656 (iii) additional school employees, including counselors, social workers, mental health
657 workers, tutors, media specialists, information technology specialists, or other
658 specialists,

659 (iv) technology;

660 (v) before- or after-school programs,

661 (vi) summer school programs;

662 (vii) community support programs or partnerships,

663 (viii) early childhood education;

664 (ix) classsizereduction strategies,

665 (x) augmentation of existing programs;

666 (xi) programs, practices, materials, or equipment specifically designed to address
667 chronic absenteeism as described in Section 53G-7-1206;

668 [(x)] (xii) the pilot program described in Section 53G-7-1307; or

669 [€xiD)] (xiii) other means.

670 (c) AnLEA governing board student success framework may not support the use of

671 program money:

672 (i) to supplant funding for existing public education programs,

673 (i) for district administration costs; or

674 (iii) for capital expenditures.
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(2)(8 An LEA governing board shall use an LEA distribution as follows:

(i) for increasesto base salary and salary driven benefits for school personnel that,
except as provided in Subsection (2)(c)(i), total 25% or less of the LEA
distribution; and

(if) except as provided in Subsection (2)(b)(ii) and in accordance with Subsection (3),
for each school within the LEA governing board's LEA, an alocation that is equal
to the product of:

(A) the percentage of the school's prior year average daily membership compared
to the total prior year average daily membership for all schoolsin the LEA; and

(B) the remaining amount of the LEA governing board's LEA distribution after
subtracting the amounts described in Subsections (2)(a)(i) and (2)(b)(ii).

(b)(i) In accordance with Title 63G, Chapter 3, Utah Administrative Rulemaking Act,
the state board shall make rules for an LEA governing board to calculate and
distribute a school allocation for a school in the school's first year of operation.

(if) In accordance with Subsection (3) and the rules described in Subsection (2)(b)(i),
an LEA governing board shall distribute a school alocation for a school in the
school'sfirst year of operation.

(c) Except as provided in Subsection (2)(d), the LEA governing board of a school
district may use up to 40% of an LEA distribution for the purposes described in
Subsection (2)(a)(i), if:

(i) the LEA governing board has:

(A) approved aboard local levy for the maximum amount allowed under Section
53F-8-302; or

(B) after the LEA governing board has submitted an LEA governing board student
success framework to the state board, increased the board local levy described
in Section 53F-8-302 by at least .0001 per dollar of taxable value; and

(if) the school district's average teacher salary is below the state average teacher
salary described in Subsection (2)(f).

(d) The LEA governing board of a school district in acounty of the fourth, fifth, or sixth
class or the LEA governing board of a charter school may use up to 40% of an LEA
distribution for the purposes described in Subsection (2)(a)(i), if the LEA's average
teacher salary is below the state average teacher salary described in Subsection (2)(f).

(e) AnLEA governing board shall annually report information as requested by the state
board for the state board to calculate a state average teacher salary.
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(f) The state board shall use the information described in Subsection (2)(c)(ii) to
calculate a state average teacher salary amount and a state average teacher benefit
amount.

(3) AnLEA governing board shall allocate a school alocation to a school with ateacher
and student success plan that is approved as described in Section 53G-7-1305.

(4)(a) Except as provided in Subsection (4)(b), a school shall use a school allocation to
implement the school's success plan.

(b) A school may use up to 5% of the school's school allocation to fund school personnel
retention at the principal's discretion, not including uniform salary increases.

(c) A school may not use a school allocation for:

(i) capital expenditures; or

(if) apurpose that is not supported by the LEA governing board student success
framework for the school's LEA.

(5) A school that receives a school alocation shall annually:

(a) submit to the school's LEA governing board a description of
(i) the budgeted and actual expenditures of the school's school alocation;

(if) how the expenditures relate to the school's success plan; and

(iii) how the school measures the success of the school's participation in the program;
and

(b) post on the school's website:

(i) the school's approved success plan;

(if) adescription of the school's school alocation budgeted and actual expenditures
and how the expenditures help the school accomplish the school's success plan;
and

(iii) the school's current level of performance, as described in Section 53G-7-1306,
according to the indicators described in Section 53E-5-205 or 53E-5-206.

Section 12. Section 53G-7-1305 is amended to read:
53G-7-1305 . Teacher and student success plans -- Plan review and approval.
(D)@ The principal of a school shall develop the school's teacher and student success

plan:

(i) in accordance with the LEA governing board student success framework for the
school's LEA as described in Section 53G-7-1304;

(if) by integrating school-specific goals and criteria for improving the school's

performance within the state accountability system; and
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743 (iii) if the school has a school turnaround plan as defined in Section 53E-5-301, in
744 accordance with the school's school turnaround plan.

745 (b) A principal shall solicit input on developing a success plan from:

746 (i) for adistrict school or charter school:

747 (A) the school community council, as defined in Section 53G-7-1202; or

748 (B) the charter trust land council, as described in Section 53G-7-1205;

749 (ii) school-level educators;

750 (iii) parents of students at the school; and

751 (iv) school-level administrators.

752 (c) A principal may solicit input on developing a success plan from:

753 (i) students;

754 (if) support professionals; or

755 (iif) other community stakeholders.

756 (2)(@ The principal of aschool shall submit a proposed success plan to the school's LEA
757 governing board.

758 (b) An LEA governing board shall:

759 (i) annually review each success plan submitted for a school within the LEA

760 governing board's LEA,;

761 (if) inaregularly scheduled LEA governing board meeting, approve or disapprove
762 each submitted success plan; and

763 (iii) upon disapproval of a success plan:

764 (A) explaininwriting the reason for disapproval;

765 (B) make recommendations for revision; and

766 (C) alow the principal who submitted the success plan to resubmit arevised plan
767 for review and approval.

768 (3) An LEA governing board shall make the LEA governing board's best effortsto help a
769 school compl ete the approval process described in Subsection (2) on or before June 30
770 of each year.

771 (4) A council, as defined in Section 53G-7-1206, shall select a component of the approved
772 success plan for the council's school to address within the council's School LAND Trust
773 Program, in accordance with Section 53G-7-1206.

774 Section 13. Section 53G-11-501 is amended to read:

775 53G-11-501 . Definitions.

776 Asused in this part:
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777 (1) "Administrator" means an individual who supervises educators and holds an appropriate
778 license.

779 (2) "Career educator" means alicensed employee who has a reasonabl e expectation of

780 continued employment under the policies of alocal school board.

781 (3) "Career employee" means an employee of a school district who has obtained a

782 reasonabl e expectation of continued employment based upon Section 53G-11-503 and
783 an agreement with the employee or the employee's association, district practice, or

784 policy.

785 (4) "Chronically absent” means the same as chronic absenteeism is defined in Section

786 53G-6-201[-astudent-who:]

787 [(a) wasenreledinan

788 i

789 (5) "Contract term" or "term of employment" means the period of time during which an

790 employee is engaged by the school district under a contract of employment, whether oral
791 or written.

792 (6) "Dismissa” or "termination” means:

793 (a) termination of the status of employment of an employee;

794 (b) failureto renew or continue the employment contract of a career employee beyond
795 the then-current school year;

796 (c) reductionin salary of an employee not generally applied to al employees of the same
797 category employed by the school district during the employee's contract term; or
798 (d) change of assignment of an employee with an accompanying reduction in pay, unless
799 the assignment change and salary reduction are agreed to in writing.

800 (7) "Educator" means an individual employed by a school district who is required to hold a
801 professional license issued by the state board, except:

802 (@) asuperintendent; or

803 (b) anindividual who works less than three hours per day or is hired for less than half of
804 aschool year.

805 (8)(d) "Employee" means a career or provisional employee of a school district, except as
806 provided in Subsection (7)(b).

807 (b) Excluding Section 53G-11-518, for purposes of this part, "employee" does not

808 include:

809 (i) adistrict superintendent or the equivalent at the Utah Schools for the Deaf and the
810 Blind;
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811 (i) adistrict business administrator or the equivalent at the Utah Schools for the Deaf
812 and the Blind; or

813 (iii) atemporary employee.

814 (9) "Formative evaluation” means a planned, ongoing process which allows educatorsto

815 engage in reflection and growth of professional skills as related to the Utah Effective

816 Teaching Standards.

817 (10) "Last-hired, first-fired layoff policy" means a staff reduction policy that mandates the
818 termination of an employee who started to work for a district most recently before

819 terminating a more senior employee.

820 (11) "Provisiona educator" means an educator employed by a school district who has not

821 achieved status as a career educator within the school district.
822 (12) "Provisiona employee" means an individual, other than a career employee or a
823 temporary employee, who is employed by a school district.

824 (13) "School board" means alocal school board or, for the Utah Schools for the Deaf and
825 the Blind, the state board.
826 (14) "School district" or "district" means:

827 () apublic school district; or

828 (b) the Utah Schools for the Deaf and the Blind.

829 (15) "Summative evaluation" means an evaluation that:

830 (@) asupervisor conducts;

831 (b) summarizes an educator's performance during an evaluation cycle; and

832 (c) asupervisor or school district may use to make decisions related to an educator's
833 employment.

834 (16) "Temporary employee" means an individual who is employed on atemporary basis as
835 defined by policies adopted by the school board. If the class of employeesin question is
836 represented by an employee organization recognized by the school board, the school
837 board shall adopt the school board's policies based upon an agreement with that

838 organization. Temporary employees serve at will and have no expectation of continued
839 employment.

840 (17)(a) "Unsatisfactory performance” means a deficiency in performing work tasks that
841 may be:

842 (i) dueto insufficient or undeveloped skills or alack of knowledge or aptitude; and
843 (if) remediated through training, study, mentoring, or practice.

844 (b) "Unsatisfactory performance” does not include the following conduct that is
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845 designated as a cause for termination under Section 53G-11-512 or areason for
846 license discipline by the state board or Utah Professional Practices Advisory
847 Commission:

848 (i) aviolation of work policies;

849 (if) aviolation of school board policies, state board rules, or law;

850 (iii) aviolation of standards of ethical, moral, or professional conduct; or

851 (iv) insubordination.

852 Section 14. Effective Date.

853 This bill takes effect on July 1, 2026.
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