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01-2909:11 S.B. 220
Veteran Scholarship Amendments
2026 GENERAL SESSION
STATE OF UTAH
Chief Sponsor: Ann Millner
House Sponsor:
LONG TITLE

General Description:
This bill removes a provision related to higher education tuition waivers for a Purple Heart
recipient.
Highlighted Provisions:
Thishill:
» removes aprovision related to a Purple Heart recipient applying for a graduate program
waiver;
> increases the limit for atuition waiver; and
» makes technical and conforming changes.
Money Appropriated in thisBill:
None
Other Special Clauses:
None
Utah Code Sections Affected:
AMENDS:
53H-11-303, as renumbered and amended by Laws of Utah 2025, First Special Session,
Chapter 8

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the state of Utah:
Section 1. Section 53H-11-303 is amended to read:
53H-11-303 . Tuition waiversfor Purple Heart recipients.
(1) Asusedin thissection:
(a) "Purple Heart recipient” means any Utah resident who is amilitary veteran and who
has earned a Purple Heart award as aresult of military service.
(b)(i) "Tuition" means tuition at the rate for residents of the state.
(if) "Tuition" excludes fees.
(2) Aninstitution of higher education shall waive undergraduate tuition for each Purple
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Heart recipient who:

(a) isadmitted as a full-time, part-time, or summer school student in an undergraduate
program of study leading to a degree or certificate;

(b) isaresident student of the state as determined under Section 53H-11-202; and

(c) submits verification as provided in Subsection [(3)] (4) that the student is a Purple
Heart recipient.

(3)(d) Aninstitution of higher education shall waive graduate tuition as provided in this

Subsection (3) for each Purple Heart recipient who:

(i) isadmitted as afull-time, part-time, or summer school student in a graduate

program of study leading to a degree;
(i) isaresident student of the state as determined under Section 53H-11-202; and
(iii) submits verification as provided in Subsection (4) that the student is a Purple
Heart recipient.

[€€)] (b) Thetotal amount of all graduate tuition waived for a Purple Heart recipient may
not exceed [$10,000] $15,000.
[{d)] (c) A Purple Heart recipient may receive a graduate tuition waiver for a period of

time that does not exceed the lesser of:
(i) thetimeit takesfor the Purple Heart recipient to complete a graduate degree; or
(i) fiveyearsafter the day on which the Purple Heart recipient is accepted to a
graduate program.
(4)(a A Purple Heart recipient seeking atuition waiver shall request the Department of
Veterans and Military Affairsto provide the verification required by Subsection (2)(c).
(b) The Department of Veterans and Military Affairs shall provide the verification upon
obtaining evidence satisfactory to the division that the student is a Purple Heart
recipient.
(5) Thewaiver in this section does not apply to fees.
(6) The board may request reimbursement from the Legislature for costsincurred in
providing the tuition waiver under this section.
Section 2. Effective Date.
Thisbill takes effect on May 6, 2026.




