
SUMMARY

The Department of Public Safety (DPS) is charged with the responsibility to protect and promote the safety and
wellbeing of Utah citizens through: Emergency Services and Homeland Security, Fire Services, Investigative
Services, Law Enforcement, Licensing and Regulatory Services, Police Support Services, Safer Highways, and
Specialized Training and Education.

Recommendation

Base Budget: The Analyst recommends that the
Legislature appropriate the Department of Public Safety’s
Base Budget in FY 2007.

DPS Lease Increases: The Department has multiple
operations and offices throughout the state requiring
commercial lease payments.  Lease rates have increased
at a number of locations, and the Department is seeking
funding to pay for these increases.  

The Analyst recommends that the Legislature appropriate
a one-time supplemental of $66,200 in General Funds for FY 2006 and ongoing General Funds of $168,100
beginning FY 2007 to pay for the lease payments
increases.

Helicopter Maintenance: The Department Helicopters
require maintenance expenditures at regular intervals to
remain in flying condition.  However, unforeseen
mechanical problems can develop at anytime.  One of the
helicopters recently required unexpected special engine
servicing.

one-time General Funds of $199,200 for FY 2007 to pay
for the repair and servicing costs.
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ACCOUNTABILITY DETAIL

The department tracks a variety of activities in keeping with efforts to improve public safety throughout the state. 
It is important to note that some targets are impacted by many variables beyond the control of DPS.  Results must
be scrutinized in the wider context of the circumstances affecting outcomes.  The Compendium of Budget
Information contains a number of performance measures utilized in the Department. One performance measure is
included here for committee review: Alcohol and Other Drug-Related Fatalities (Utah 1994-2003).

Measure:  The Alcohol and Other Drug-Related Fatalities Rate per 100 Million Vehicle Miles Traveled
reflects a picture of the effectiveness of the impaired driving prevention programs  in reducing the personal and
financial costs of related traffic crashes.  It also provides a quantifiable comparison method to compare Utah’s
results with other states and the nation.

Goal:  The Highway Safety Office has established a performance goal of 0.13 in calendar year 2006, which
continues the downward trend of this measure.

Methodology:  The actual number of Utah alcohol and other drug-related traffic fatalities, as reported by Utah’s
Crash Analysis Reporting System, is divided by the 100 Million Vehicle Miles Traveled Rate for Utah, as
reported by the U.S. Department of Transportation.

Measure Type:  The measure is a rate based on the actual Utah alcohol and other drug-related motor vehicle
crash fatalities compared to the vehicle miles traveled in the state.  The 2003 Utah crash data used as the baseline
measure is the most current available at this writing.
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BUDGET DETAIL

The Department draws 31.6 percent of its funding from the General Fund.  Another 22.9 percent is derived from
restricted funds.  Federal funds provide 36.4 percent and dedicated credits account for 3.9 percent. 
Transportation funds amount to 3.4 percent of the budget.  Transfers and pass-through funds constitute the
remainder of the funding sources for the Department.  Approximately 45.5 percent of the expenditures of the
budget pay for personnel services.  About 35.2 percent of the DPS budget is passed through to other entities.

Budget Recommendation

The Analyst recommends a total FY 2007 appropriation of $159,581,000 to the Department of Public Safety. 
Although not included in the base funding, the Analyst also recommends a one-time supplemental General Fund
appropriation of $66,200 for FY 2006 and an ongoing General Fund appropriation of $168,100 beginning FY
2007 to pay for lease payments increases.  In addition, the Analyst also recommends a one-time General Fund
appropriation of $199,200 for FY 2007 to pay for major engine repair expense for one the Department’s
helicopters.

Intent Language

The Analyst recommends the Legislature continue using the following intent language which was approved in
House Bill 1 (FY 2006 Appropriations Act), 2005 General Session:

The Legislature intends that funds provided for Public Safety Programs and Operations shall not
lapse.

The Legislature intends that funds provided for Emergency Services and Homeland Security shall
not lapse.

The Legislature intends that funds provided for Peace Officers’ Standards and Training shall not
lapse.

The Legislature intends that funds provided for Liquor Law Enforcement shall not lapse.

The Legislature intends that funds provided for the Driver License line item shall not lapse.

The Legislature intends that funds provided for Highway Safety shall not lapse.

LEGISLATIVE ACTION

This section is a summary of what actions might be taken if the Legislature wishes to adopt the recommendations
of this brief.  The Analyst recommends that the Legislature consider adopting:

1. A base FY 2007 appropriation of $159,581,000 to the Department of Public Safety.

2. A one-time General Fund supplemental appropriation of $66,200 for FY 2006 and an ongoing General
Fund appropriation of $168,100 beginning FY 2007 to pay for lease payments increases.

3. A one-time General Fund appropriation for FY 2007 of $199,200 for major engine repair expense for one
the Department’s helicopters.

4. Intent language making each of the line items appropriation funding within the Department of Public
Safety nonlapsing as shown above.
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BUDGET DETAIL TABLE


