
0

100

200

300

400

500

1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002*

380
345 345

403
386

441
463

411
393

424

382

Week 7

Week 6

Week 5

Week 4

Week 3

Week 2

Week 1

Number of Bills Passed Weekly
1992 to 2002 General Sessions

* The Legislature did not meet Weeks 4 and 5 of the 2002 General Session.

April 2002
UTAH LEGISLATURE Vol. 2, No. 1

INTERIM HIGHLIGHTS
Office of Legislative Research • Office of the Legislative • Office of the Legislative

and General Counsel Fiscal Analyst Auditor General

INTERIM COMMITTEE ACTIONS

Business and Labor

STUDIES:
• Discussed potential study items for the 2002 Interim and

completed a survey to prioritize study items.
• Received an update from the Departments of Alcoholic

Beverage Control, Commerce, Financial Institutions, and
Insurance and the Labor Commission regarding priority
issues and potential legislation for the 2002 Interim and
2003 General Session.

Chairs: Sen. Dan R. Eastman/Rep. Katherine M. Bryson
Staff: Mary Catherine Perry (analyst)/Thad LeVar (attorney)/Sandra Wissa (secretary)

Education

STUDIES:
• Completed a survey to prioritize study items for the 2002

Interim.
• Received a presentation from the Utah State Office of

Education and the superintendents of five school districts on
issues the school boards will consider in developing the
2002-03 school district budgets.

Chairs: Sen. Howard A. Stephenson/Rep. Marda Dillree
Staff: Connie Steffen (analyst)/Dee Larsen (attorney)/Wendy Bangerter (secretary)

IN THIS ISSUE:

Pages 1 - 2: Interim Committee Actions

Pages 1, 3: General Session Statistics

Page 4: Legislative Management Committee
Legislature Overrides Veto of H.B. 136
Legislature Called Into Session

For information about the
Special Session,

see Page 4 of this newsletter.

Government Operations

STUDY: Completed a survey to prioritize study items for the
2002 Interim.

Chairs: Sen. John W. Hickman/Rep. Craig W. Buttars
Staff: John Cannon (analyst)/John Fellows (attorney)/Cassandra Bauman (secretary)

Health and Human Services

STUDIES:
• Discussed potential study items for the 2002 Interim.
• Discussed the adequacy of the registered nurse workforce.

Chairs: Sen. Terry R. Spencer/Rep. Carl R. Saunders
Staff: Mark Andrews (analyst)/Paul Hess, Catherine Dupont (attorneys)/Alicia Gambles (secretary)



Interim Highlights • April 2002
Page 2

Judiciary

REPORTS:
• Received a report from the Administrative Officer of the

Courts and Chief Justice Christine Durham regarding the
sunset review of the Administrative Office of the Courts.

• Received a report from former Chief Justice Michael
Zimmerman and Sen. John Valentine regarding the
Alternative Dispute Resolution Act.

ACTION: Directed staff to draft a letter to legislative
management requesting a supplemental audit of the
Administrative of the Courts.

Chairs: Sen. David L. Gladwell/Rep. Glenn L. Way
Staff: Jerry Howe (analyst)/Esther Chelsea-McCarty (attorney)/Glenda Whitney (secretary)

Law Enforcement and Criminal Justice

STUDY: Discussed potential study items and prioritized six
items to study during the 2002 Interim.

REPORT: Received a report from the Office of the Legislative
Fiscal Analyst recommending that the Division of Fleet
Operations continue as the centralized manager for the
Department of Corrections and the Department of Public
Safety fleets.

ACTION: Requested committee staff to work with the
Department of Workforce Services to provide
recommendations for improving the due process for
claimants involved in unemployment insurance fraud.

Chairs: Sen. D. Chris Buttars/Rep. DeMar "Bud" Bowman
Staff: Chyleen Arbon (analyst)/Susan Creager Allred (attorney)/Alicia Gambles (secretary)

Natural Resources, Agriculture,
and Environment

REPORT: Received reports from the Utah Department of
Agriculture and Food, the U.S. Department of Agriculture, and
the Utah State University Extension Service on efforts to
control cricket and grasshopper infestation in Utah.

ACTIONS:
• Concurred with the Board of Parks and Recreation's

recommendations to close state parks in order to meet
budget reduction requirements.

• Recommended that Title 58, Chapter 20a, Environmental
Health Scientist Act, which is scheduled to sunset on July
1, 2003, be reauthorized for 10 years.

• Recommended that Title 23, Chapter 26, Wildlife Heritage
Act, which is scheduled to sunset on December 31, 2003,
be allowed to sunset.

Chairs: Sen. Parley G. Hellewell/Rep. Bradley T. Johnson
Staff: Brian Allred (analyst)/Jeanenne Larson (attorney)/Joy Miller (secretary)

Political Subdivisions

STUDIES:
• Received a briefing from Salt Lake County regarding the

delivery of municipal services to the citizens of the
unincorporated areas of Salt Lake Countyand municipalities
contracting with the county.

• Received information on a proposal to require providers of
police, fire, emergency medical services, and paramedic
services in Salt Lake County to enter into agreements to
facilitate the closest responder regardless of geographic or
political boundaries.

Chairs: Sen. Carlene M. Walker/Rep. David L. Hogue
Staff: Joseph Wade (analyst)/Keith Woodwell (attorney)/Joy Miller (secretary)

Public Utilities and Technology
STUDIES:
• Received an update from the committee chair regarding

issues which have been raised by S.B 29, "Interlocal
Cooperative Act and Electric Power Facilities Amendment"
for the purpose of determining whether any modification is
needed.

• Received a staff presentation regarding the current state of
energy generation, prices, and consumption.

• Discussed alternative energy development and the current
barriers for non-regulated energy generators, such as wind
turbines and natural gas, to interact with the regulated
providers.

Chairs: Sen. Leonard M. Blackham/Rep. John E. Swallow
Staff: Richard North (analyst)/Patricia Owen (attorney)/Junie Anderson (secretary)

Revenue and Taxation
STUDIES:
• Received a staff report on various aspects of the Utah

Inheritance Tax.
• Received a staff report and invited public input on issues

relating to job growth and the Utah business tax climate.

REPORTS:
• Received an update on state revenue from the Utah State

Tax Commission. Combined General Fund/Uniform School
Fund revenue collections are about $30.55 million below
legislative projections. Transportation Fund revenue
collections are about $350,000 above legislative projections.

• Received a staff report explaining the state tax implications
of two recently enacted federal laws: "Job Creation and
Worker Assistance Act of 2002" and "Economic Growth and
Tax Relief Reconciliation Act of 2001." These laws were
enacted in March 2002 and June 2001, respectively.

Chairs: Sen. Curtis S. Bramble/Rep. Wayne A. Harper
Staff: Bryant Howe (analyst)/Rebecca Rockwell (attorney)/Sandra Wissa (secretary)
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Transportation
STUDY: Discussed driver license applicant identity
requirements, including provisions for a Social Security
number or other identifying number, Utah residency, and proof
of legal presence in the United States.

REPORTS:
• Received a report from the Department of Transportation

on the status of the Legacy Parkway Construction and the
current construction injunction. The injunction is currently
costing the state an average of approximately$100,000 per
working day in contractor delay fees, but these costs should
decrease in future months.

• Received a report from the Traffic Management Committee
on the progress of statewide traffic signal coordination,
traffic monitoring, and utahcommuterlink.com.

Chairs: Sen. David H. Steele/Rep. Joseph G. Murray
Staff: Benjamin Christensen (analyst)/Keith Woodwell (attorney)/Junie Anderson (secretary)

Workforce Services and Community
and Economic Development

STUDY: Discussed master study resolution items and
prioritized five items to study during the 2002 Interim.

REPORT: Received a presentation from the Utah Travel
Council regarding the one-time $2 million appropriation for
tourism promotion following the Utah Olympic Winter Games.

Chairs: Sen. Beverly Evans/Rep. Richard M. Siddoway
Staff: Jamie Momberger (analyst)/Jim Wilson (attorney)/Jennifer Markham (secretary)
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LEGISLATIVE MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE LEGISLATURE CALLED INTO
SPECIAL SESSION

LEGISLATURE OVERRIDES VETO ON H.B. 136

REPORTS:
• Received a report on the development of master plans for

annexations from Salt Lake County and the municipalities
within Salt Lake County.

• Received a statistical report on the number of bills and
resolutions introduced and passed during the 2002
General Session. (See graphs on pages 1 and 3)

• Received a report indicating there were 35,000 visits to the
Internet broadcast of the 2002 General Session.

ACTIONS:
• Requested staff to provide information regarding the

possible creation of a High Tech Subcommittee, including
an assessment of the pros and cons of such a creation.

• Approved the allocation of the Master Study Resolution
requests to interim committees and Executive
Appropriations Committee.

• Approved Sunset Review assignments for interim
committees.

• Approved the Utah Legislature’s 2002 interim schedule.
• Approved that there be no site visits for the whole

Legislature, interim committees, or appropriations
subcommittees this interim, unless specifically authorized
by the Legislative Management Committee, because of
budget constraints.

• Referred a letter from the State Auditor regarding Utah’s
compliance with federal funding to Executive
Appropriations Committee for review.

• Approved Legislative General Counsel’s representation of
legislators subpoenaed in their legislative capacity relative
to the Voluntary Contributions Act lawsuit.

• Approved request for information on public parking options
at the State Capitol during remodeling, including the
possibility of a shuttle service on interim days.

Office of Legislative Research and
General Counsel
436 State Capitol • Salt Lake City, UT • 84114
(801) 538-1032

Office of the Legislative Fiscal Analyst
425 State Capitol • Salt Lake City, UT • 84114
(801) 538-1034

Office of the Legislative Auditor General
130 State Capitol • Salt Lake City, UT • 84114
(801) 538-1033

For more information about legislative activities, contact one of the
legislative offices or access our website at: www.le.state.ut.us.

Editors: Chyleen A. Arbon and Mary Catherine Perry

BILL ON THE CALL: S.B. 3001, "Election Law Revisions"
(C. Bramble). For the full text of this bill, please visit our
website at www.le.state.ut.us.

PUBLIC HEARING:
Government Operations Interim Committee
Friday, April 26 at 2:00 p.m.
Room 405 State Capitol

SPECIAL SESSION: Monday, April 29 at 8:00 a.m.

The Utah Legislature voted to override the Governor's veto
on 1st Subtitute H.B. 136, "Judicial Conduct Commission
Amendments" (K. Bryson).

BILL SUMMARY: This act adds to the Commission one
member of the Utah Court of Appeals and replaces three
Utah State Bar Commissioners with two lawyers appointed
by the Utah Supreme Court. The act requires the
Commission to decide whether certain information alleging
misconduct should be investigated and to immediately refer
an allegation involving criminal conduct to the Utah Supreme
Court. The act also establishes an eight-year term limit on
Commission members, provides that the burden of proof be
a preponderance of the evidence, and requires that certain
information be included in the record when any order is sent
to the Supreme Court for review. The act also reiterates the
Supreme Court's constitutional power to modify any order of
the Commission and also requires that the Supreme Court
provide a detailed written summary of judicial misconduct for
publication in the Voter Information Pamphlet.

EFFECTIVE DATE: May 6, 2002.
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