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SUMMARY  

Funding in the Contracts and Leases line item provides courthouses and office space in which the judiciary 
adjudicates cases. There are 50 facilities that the Courts maintain and operate. The Utah Constitution requires a 
courthouse in each county seat.  

Funding in this line item also provides offices in the 
community where juvenile probation officers can meet 
with the family and youth under their supervision. 
Expenses under Contracts and Leases include items 
such as:  

 rent/lease payments for facilities,  
 janitorial services,  
 utility costs,  
 perimeter/building security, and  
 county contract sites. 

Under recent Legislative policy, the Legislature 
appropriates ongoing funds for operations and 
maintenance (O&M) at the same time as it authorizes 
new state‐funded buildings.  

LEGISLATIVE ACTION 

The Analyst recommends the Legislature: 

1. Adopt the recommended budget as shown in 

the budget detail table on page 3. 

2. Approve the intent language on page 2. 

3. Approve Court fees on the document titled 

“Executive Offices and Criminal Justice: Fees”. 
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Figure 1: Courts - Contracts and Leases - Budget 
History
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Figure 2: Courts - Contracts and Leases - FTE History
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Figure 3: Courts - Contracts and Leases - FY 2014 
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Intent Language  
The Analyst recommends the following intent language: 
 

Under Section 63‐J‐1‐603 of the Utah Code, the Legislature intends that appropriations of up to $250,000 
provided for Contracts and Leases in Item 24 of Chapter 11 Laws of Utah 2012 not lapse at the close of 
Fiscal Year 2013. The use of any unused funds is limited to capital equipment and improvements. 

 
 
Accountability 
One of the major expenses within this line item is lease costs. Included below are the lease totals as provide by 
Division of Facilities and Construction Management (DFCM) for the current fiscal year. The Courts operate 53 
owned or leased state buildings (in addition to 9 contracted sites) while all state agencies hold leases for 370 
facilities. The majority of Courts’ lease costs are in offices and courthouses. The Courts have an average of 
$15.92 cost per square foot per year. Average state agency cost per square foot is $19.12 for space classified as 
“office” space. Many factors determine lease prices, such as location, available space, etc. 
 
The Analyst recommends the Courts to continue to examine expiring leases and contracts in order to maximize 
budgets. In addition, the Analyst recommends the Courts where possible explore re‐negotiating for lower lease 
and contract rates, planning and allowing leases to expire and moving to locations with lower costs, purchasing 
instead of leasing a facility, etc. 
 
Courts Building Lease Grand Totals  

 
 
 
 
Courts Office and Court/Office Lease Totals 

	
  Office only 

 
 
 
All State Agencies’ Office Lease Totals 
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Budget Recommendations 
 
Below are the budget requests organized by entity. The operations and maintenance (O&M) reduction is a a 
transfer to the Division of Juvenile Justice Services (JJS) to better reflect costs as they within the JJS budget. 
The Governor included operation and maintenance for a proposed Ogden Juvenile Court facility in FY 2015. The 
Analyst is not recommending and new funding within this line item. 
  

Agency Governor LFA

O & M Correction (FY 2013 1x, FY 2014 ongoing) to JJS (21,000)$         (21,000)$     (21,000)$  

Ogden Juvenile Court Operation and maintenance (FY 2015) 425,000$   
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BUDGET  DETAIL  TABLE  

Courts	‐	Contracts	and	Leases

FY	2012 FY	2013 FY	2013 FY	2014*
Sources	of	Finance Actual Appropriated Changes Revised Changes Recommended
General	Fund 15,178,800 14,456,000 0 14,456,000 0 14,456,000
General	Fund,	One‐time (750,000) 0 (21,500) (21,500) 0 (21,500)
Dedicated	Credits	Revenue 256,400 250,000 0 250,000 0 250,000
GFR	‐	State	Court	Complex 4,400,000 4,400,500 0 4,400,500 0 4,400,500
Beginning	Nonlapsing 228,800 0 250,700 250,700 (250,700) 0
Closing	Nonlapsing (250,700) 0 0 0 0 0
Total $19,063,300 $19,106,500 $229,200 $19,335,700 ($250,700) $19,085,000

Programs
Contracts	and	Leases 19,063,300 19,106,500 229,200 19,335,700 (250,700) 19,085,000
Total $19,063,300 $19,106,500 $229,200 $19,335,700 ($250,700) $19,085,000

Categories	of	Expenditure
Personnel	Services 133,600 180,000 (22,100) 157,900 0 157,900
In‐state	Travel 3,000 3,400 0 3,400 0 3,400
Out‐of‐state	Travel 0 1,000 0 1,000 0 1,000
Current	Expense 18,014,000 18,460,200 251,300 18,711,500 (250,700) 18,460,800
DP	Current	Expense 17,700 0 0 0 0 0
Other	Charges/Pass	Thru 895,000 461,900 0 461,900 0 461,900
Total $19,063,300 $19,106,500 $229,200 $19,335,700 ($250,700) $19,085,000

Other	Data
Budgeted	FTE 2 2 0 2 0 2
Actual	FTE 2 0 1 1 (1) 0

*Does	not	include	amounts	in	excess	of	subcommittee's	state	fund	allocation	that	may	be	recommended	by	the	Fiscal	Analyst.

 

 


