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SUMMARY 

When Legislators discuss policy changes to the Division of Child and Family Services (DCFS), the question frequently comes 
up as to the affect such policy changes may have on the receipt of federal funds.  Table 2 in Appendix B provides a listing 
of the main requirements associated with the federal grants used by DCFS.  Appendix B also provides estimates on the 
amount of funding that could be in jeopardy if DCFS were found to be out of compliance with the associated federal 
requirements.  The brief also discusses the uncertain future of $54 million DCFS receives in federal funding, the history of 
federal funding in DCFS, whether requirements associated with federal funds create perverse incentives, and the recent 
granting by the federal government to DCFS of a ‘waiver’ from normal federal rules.  The brief also lays out the range of 
options Utah has in accepting federal funds: 1) accept the federal funds available and comply with the associated 
requirements, 2) seek to waive some or all of the federal grant requirements, or 3) partially or wholly restructure DCFS to 
fit within a lower funding level without the use of federal funds.  No Legislative action is required in connection with this 
brief.  

LEGISLATIVE ACTION  
The brief is intended to provide background information only.  No Legislative action is required.   

FY 2014 DCFS REQUEST FOR  AUTHORIZATION OF FEDERAL FUNDS  

The Division of Child and Family Services anticipates total federal funds of $54,913,800 for FY 2014.  This represents 34 
percent of the $160,374,400 FY 2014 estimated DCFS budget.  A brief description for each of these federal grants can be 
found in Appendix A.   

UNCERTAIN FUTUR E FOR FEDERAL GRANTS  
“[F]ederal and state finances are closely intertwined, and federal tax increases and spending cuts will have consequences 
for states’ budgets.  There is a great deal of uncertainty about whether any or all of the policies in the fiscal cliff will be 
addressed temporarily or permanently, individually or as a package. . . .  Federal grants to the states constitute about one 
third of total state revenues . . . .  Sequestration [is] the practice of using mandatory spending reductions to balance the 
federal budget . . . .” (The Impact of the Fiscal Cliff on the States, November, 2012, pp. 2-3, 7).  In an update, the Pew 
Center on the States stated, “Congress averted the much-feared “fiscal cliff” late Tuesday (January 1), passing a legislative 
package that will be signed by President Obama.  The deal answered a few burning questions for state governments, but 
many still linger. . . .  By delaying but not addressing the automatic $1.2 trillion in across-the-board spending cuts the cliff 
entailed, Congress left states with little clue about how much their share of federal revenue will shrink this year”  (‘Cliff’ 
Deal Answers a Few Questions for States, Stateline – the Daily News Service of the Pew Center on the States, January 2, 
2013). 

DCFS FINANCING  
For FY 2012, the latest completed year of operations, DCFS financing consisted primarily of state General Fund (63%), 
federal grants (33%), and other funding sources such as carryover funds and dedicated credits (4%).  This is graphically 
shown in Figure 1 below: 
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Figure 1 

THE DAVID C.  LAWSUIT,  GROWTH IN THE DCFS BUDGET,  AND THE ROLE OF FEDERAL FUNDS  

Federal funds play a significant role in the state’s child welfare efforts.  As a percent of the total DCFS budget, federal 
funds have ranged from a low of 28 percent (FY2004 and FY 2008) to a high of 50 percent (FY 1994).  In FY 2012, the most 
recent year of completed expenditures, federal funds made up 34 percent of the DCFS budget.  The total DCFS budget 
grew by 213 percent between FY 1994 and FY 2012.  This growth in budget correlates with the David C. class action lawsuit 
and its subsequent settlement.  The David C. class action lawsuit was first filed in 1993 by the National Center for Youth 
Law (NCYL) on behalf of children who were in the legal custody of DCFS or who were known to DCFS as a result of a report 
of abuse or neglect. The lawsuit alleged that the state's treatment of these children violated federal and state law because 
they were placed in unsafe living conditions and not provided with the services and supports to which they were entitled.  
Governor Leavitt and the NCYL signed a settlement agreement, and the Court approved it, in August of 1994.  Subsequent 
to August of 1994, the Court continued its involvement by overseeing implementation of the settlement.  In January of 
2009, the federal court dismissed with prejudice the David C. lawsuit.  Utah responded during this period by significantly 
increasing its expenditures in an ongoing effort to improve its child welfare system.  Although state funds were the major 
source in financing these increased costs, federal funds also played an important role (see Table 1).  
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Table 1 

ARE ‘STR INGS’  ATTACHED WHEN DCFS ACCEPTS FEDERAL FUNDS? 

Currently, one third of DCFS’s efforts are financed using federal funds.  There are federal requirements associated with 
much of the federal funding DCFS receives.  As an example, the largest source of federal DCFS funding is the Title IV-E 
AFDC Foster Care grant.  This grant is estimated to be $20,764,700 in FY 2013.  A few of the requirements associated with 
this grant are: 

• Requires States to make reasonable efforts to a) preserve and reunify families prior to the placement of a child in 
foster care, b) prevent or eliminate the need for removing the child from the child’s home, c) make it possible for a 
child to safely return to the child’s home, and d) place a child who is unable to return home in a timely manner. In 
making reasonable efforts, the child's health and safety will be of paramount concern. Judicial determinations 
regarding preventing removal must be made within 60 days from the date the child is removed and a judicial 
determination that reasonable efforts have been made to finalize the permanency plan must be made within 12 
month of entry into custody (and every 12 months thereafter) [42 U.S.C. 671 (Section 471(a)(15)(A&B) and 472 
(i)(2), 1356.21 (b)(1&2))]. 

• States are not required to make reasonable efforts if a court determines that: 
o The parent has subjected the child to abandonment, torture, chronic abuse, and sexual abuse  
o The parent has committed murder, voluntary manslaughter of another child of the parent, aided or 

abetted attempted or conspired in the murder of another child of the parent, or committed felony assault 
that results in serious bodily injury to the child or another child of the parent. 

o The parental rights of the parent to a sibling have been involuntarily terminated [42 U.S.C. 671 (Section 
471(a)(15)(D))]. 

• Requires States to:  
o Conduct a permanency hearing for all children in States care within 12 months of entering care and no less 

than every 12 months thereafter. 
o Hold a permanency hearing within 30 days when a court determines that reasonable efforts to return the 

child home are not required. 
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o Safeguard parental rights related to removal of the child from the home, to a change of a child’s 
placement, and to determination of visiting privileges with the child. [42 U.S.C. 675 (Section 475 (5)(C) and 
471 (a)(15)(E))] 

• Provides that States will file for termination of parental rights when: 
o A child has been under the responsibility of the State for 15 of the most recent 22 months. 
o A child has been determined by a court to be an abandoned infant (completed within 60 days of being 

determined as abandoned). 
o A parent has been convicted of a felony listed in 42 U.S.C. 671 (Section 471(a)(15)(D)). 
o Exceptions may apply for compelling reasons not to file for TPR or if State has not provided sufficient 

services to parents [42 U.S.C. 675 (Section 475 (5)(E))]. 

For a more detailed listing of major requirements associated with federal grants received by DCFS, please see Table 2 
in Appendix B. 

DO FEDERAL FUNDS AND THEIR ASSOCIATED REQUIREMENTS CREATE PER VER SE INC ENTIVES? 
The largest source of federal funding DCFS receives is from the Title IV-E Foster Care grant.  According to federal 
requirements associated with the grant, this funding cannot be used for reunification efforts or in-home services, but 
instead is primarily used to support out of home care options once a child has been removed from home.  Some groups 
have charged that this creates a perverse incentive for DCFS given that the funding is available only to support children 
once they are removed from a home.  Although DCFS, in its use of Title IV-E Foster Care funds, is following federal law and 
regulation regarding complying with the grant’s requirements, it does raise the question as to whether DCFS would make 
different placement decisions if the potential financing options were neutral regardless of where a child was placed.  DCFS 
has reported that “the decision to remove a child from home due to danger from abuse and neglect and to place the child 
in foster care is made independent of any consideration of federal funding.  Title IV-E funds only reimburse the division for 
a portion of the costs of the child's care while in foster care, and do not create an incentive for removing a child from 
home.  The decision to remove is based on assessment of the child's safety and is reviewed by the courts for 
appropriateness.” The only option currently available to use the Title IV-E Foster Care grant funding for reunification and 
in-home efforts is to apply for and receive a federal waiver.  Waivers are named as such because they authorize waiving 
certain specified requirements of a federal grant or program.  

WHAT CHOICES DOES UTAH HAVE IN ACC EPTING FEDERAL FUNDS WITH THEIR REQUIREMENTS? 
There are three general alternatives with regard to accepting federal funds with their accompanying requirements: 
1) accept the federal funds available and comply with the requirements placed upon those funds by the federal 
government, 2) seek to ‘waive’ some or all of the federal grant requirements by applying for and receiving a waiver, or 
3) either partially or wholly restructure DCFS to fit within a lower funding level resulting from non-compliance with the 
federal grant requirements.  A listing of the federal grants used by DCFS along with a number of significant requirements 
associated with each grant can be found in Table 2 in Appendix B.   

UTAH’S REC ENT APPLICATION FOR AND APPR OVAL OF A FEDERAL WAIVER  
In May, 2012 the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) released an information memorandum inviting 
child welfare agencies to submit proposals for Title IV-E demonstration projects.  Section 1130 of the Social Security Act, as 
amended, provided “the Department of Health and Human Services with authority to approve up to ten child welfare 
waiver demonstration projects in each of FYs 2012 - 2014.” These demonstration projects involve “the waiver of certain 
requirements of titles IV-E and IV-B, the sections of the Act that govern the foster care, adoption assistance and optional 
kinship guardianship assistance programs.”  (Child Welfare Waiver Demonstration Projects, Administration for Children 
and Families, May 14, 2012, Log No. ACYF-CB-IM-12005). 

The ability for HHS to offer waivers had lapsed in the law.  “NCSL successfully lobbied for the renewal of HHS’ authority to 
grant Title IV-E waivers in the “Child Welfare and Family Services Innovation Act” (P.L. 112-34).  The Title IV-E waiver 
projects provide states with opportunities to use federal funds for innovative approaches in child welfare service delivery 
and financing” (NCSL e-mail HHS Releases Title IV-E Waiver application requirements and deadline, May 14, 2012). 
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In the summer of 2012, DCFS applied to be accepted as one of these Title IV-E demonstration projects operating under a 
waiver.  In October, 2012, DCFS was granted a waiver allowing it to shift an estimated $1,500,000 over five years from the 
foster care budget to in-home services.  “The move fits with the department’s shifting focus on keeping more families 
together.”(DCFS can use federal money for in-home services over foster care, Lindsay Whitehurst, Salt Lake Tribune, 
October, 6, 2012). 

APPENDIX A – BRIEF DESCRIPTIONS OF DCFS FEDERAL FUNDS  
Child and Family Services: 

• Title IV-B of the Social Security Act - Child Welfare Services – 93.645 - provides funding for general child welfare 
services, such as:  (a) protecting and promoting the welfare of children; (b) preventing the abuse, neglect, or 
exploitation of children; (c) supporting at-risk families through services that allow children to remain with their 
families or return to their families in a timely manner; (d) promoting the safety, permanence, and well-being of 
children in foster care and adoptive families; and (e) providing training, professional development, and support to 
ensure a well-qualified workforce. 

• Title IV-E of the Social Security Act - Foster Care – 93.658 - provides funding for (1) foster care maintenance to provide 
safe and stable out-of-home care for eligible children under the jurisdiction of the state child welfare agency until the 
children are returned home safely, placed with adoptive families, or placed in other planned arrangements for 
permanency; (2) training for public agency staff, foster parents and certain private agency staff; and (3) administrative 
costs to manage the program. 

• Title IV-E of the Social Security Act – AFDC Adoption Assistance – 93.659 - provides funding for (1) adoption subsidy 
costs for eligible children with special needs, primarily children adopted from foster care; (2) training for adoptive 
parents and public agency staff; and (3) administrative costs to manage the program. 

• Promoting Safe and Stable Families – 93.556 - (authorized through Title IV-B, Part II, of the federal Social Security Act) 
–  provides funding for community-based family support programs, family preservation, time-limited family 
reunification activities, and adoption promotion and support services. 

• Promoting Safe and Stable Families – Caseworker Visits – 93.556 - provides funding to support monthly caseworker 
visits to children in foster care, with an emphasis on improving caseworker decision-making on safety, permanency, 
and well-being of foster children and on activities designed to increase retention, recruitment, and training of 
caseworkers. 

• Family Violence Prevention Services Act – 93.671 - provides funding for shelter and supportive services for victims of 
domestic violence and their dependents and for public awareness about domestic violence, including funding a 
statewide domestic violence hotline. 

• Independent Living Program – 93.674 - provides funding to help prepare older youth in foster care to transition to 
living successfully as an adult, and includes a small percentage of funding to support youth who have left foster care 
up to age 21 with one-time or time-limited resources to support them in successfully living on their own. 

• Community Based Child Abuse Prevention – 93.669 - provides funding to reduce child abuse and neglect by providing 
leadership in statewide prevention efforts and supporting community-based child abuse prevention and family 
support programs. 

• Adoption Incentive Grant – 93.603 - provides funding to qualified states that increased the number of foster child 
adoptions, special needs adoptions, and older child adoptions in a given year to support adoption of children who 
cannot safely return home from foster care and to strengthen state child welfare systems.  Grant funds may be used 
for child welfare services that are allowable under Titles IV-E and IV-B of the Social Security Act.  Adoption Incentive 
Grant Funds are provided to states that have qualified for funding due to an increase in the number of children from 
foster care, special needs adoptions, or adoptions of older children. These funds are provided to states that are 
performing well as a means to help strengthen their child welfare systems.  Since the amount of funding is not 
predictable, the grant is generally not used to fund large, ongoing program activities.  DCFS currently plans to use 
these funds to strengthen in-home programs and services, support efforts that will reduce the number of children in 
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foster care, provide post-adoption support for children with extreme needs, provide training on child welfare topics, 
provide technology resources for staff as recommended by legislative auditors, and provide additional resources for 
modernization of SAFE (the DCFS child welfare information system). 

• Child Abuse Prevention Treatment Act – 93.590 - provides funding for support and improvement of the state’s child 
protective services system.  

• Education and Training Voucher – 93.599 - provides financial support for post-secondary education and training for 
youth who have aged out of foster care at age 18 or older or who are adopted at age 16 or older. 

• Social Services Block Grant - Title XX of the Social Security Act – 93.667 - funds for support and delivery of social 
services. 

• TANF Transfer to Social Services Block Grant - 93.667 - Transfer of Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) 
funds to the Social Services Block Grant -- funds for support and delivery of social services. 

APPENDIX B – DCFS – FEDERAL GRANTS AND SIGNIFICANT FEDER AL REQUIREMENTS OF GRANTS 
Table 2: 



DCFS - Federal Grants and Significant Federal Requirements
Grant Title Title IV-E AFDC 

Foster Care
Title XX SSBG Title IV-E AFDC 

Adoption Assistance
Title XX TANF Title IV-B Part 1 Child 

Welfare Services
Promoting Safe and 
Stable Families (Title IV-
B Part 2)

Family Violence 
Prevention and 
Services Act

Independent Living 
Program

Community Based Child 
Abuse Prevention

Adoption Incentive 
Grant

Child Abuse 
Prevention and 
Treatment Act

Education & Training 
Voucher

Promoting Safe and 
Stable Families - 
Caseworker Visits

Total of All FY13 
Appropriated DCFS 
Federal Grants

DCFS FY13 $ Amount 19,954,200 11,609,000 7,459,500 7,607,000 3,461,700 1,824,000 1,130,000 871,300 343,000 943,600 652,200 290,200 108,600 56,254,300

Dept. O.H. FY13 $ 
Amount

810,500 0 8,800 0 60,000 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 879,300

Total FY13 $ Amount $20,764,700 $11,609,000 $7,468,300 $7,607,000 $3,521,700 $1,824,000 $1,130,000 $871,300 $343,000 $943,600 $652,200 $290,200 $108,600 $57,133,600

U.S. Code Reference Significant Federal Child Welfare Requirements

1 42USC 622 (Sec. 422(a)(8) and 475 (1-Case Plan ) 
and(475 (5-Case Review System ))

Requires States to have:                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
• A statewide child welfare information system capable of collecting information about children it serves.
• A system to review child welfare cases (a case review system).
• A service program that helps children return to families from which they have been removed or be placed for adoption. 
• A pre-placement preventative program that helps children at risk of being placed in foster care remain safely in their home.
• Judicial procedures regarding placement of children abandoned at or shortly after birth.

2 42 USC 622 (Sec. 422(b)(7)) Requires states to provide for the diligent recruitment of potential foster and adoptive families that reflect the ethnic and racial diversity of 
children in the State for whom foster and adoptive homes are needed

3 42 USC 622 (Sec. 422(a)(15)) Requires States to:
• Coordinate health care services for children in foster care including mental health and dental care needs of children.
• Oversee prescription medications taken by children in foster care including monitoring of psychotropic medications.

4 42 USC 622 (Sec. 422(a)(16)) Requires States to:
• Identify, locate, and provide services to children in state custody (or children that are the subjects of new child welfare cases) that are 
displaced or affected by a disaster.
• Remain in communication with caseworkers and other child welfare staff that are displaced by a disaster.

5 42 U.S.C. 629b (section 432(a)(9)) Requires that when administering and conducting service programs States make the safety of the children to be served a paramount concern.

6 42 USC 629a (Sec. 431) Requires States to provide: 
• Family preservation services to families at risk or in crisis, families from which children have been removed including those returned from a 
foster care placement, children at risk of foster care placement,  parents and other caregivers that need respite care services, or to help parents 
improve parenting skills. 
• Community-based family support services that promote the safety and well-being of children and increase the strength and stability of 
families.  
• Time–limited family reunification services to a child in foster care and to the parents or primary caregiver of the child in order to facilitate 
reunification of the child with the family.
• Adoption promotion and support services that are designed to encourage more adoptions out of the foster care system.

7 42 U.S.C. 629f (Section 436 (b)(4)(B)(i)) Requires States to: 
• Provide monthly caseworker visits with children in foster care.
• Improve retention, recruitment, training of staff, with an emphasis on improving caseworker decision making on the safety, permanency, and 
well-being of foster children

8 42 U.S.C.  671 (Section 471(a)(1)(2) and (3), 
Section 472(a), and 475 (3-Adoption 
Assistance ), and 475 (4 Foster Care 
Maintenance ))

Requires States to provide foster care maintenance payments and adoption assistance. Foster care maintenance payments are provided when 
the child would have been AFDC eligibility requirements and:
• Is placed in foster care under a voluntary placement agreement, or
• Is placed in foster care after a judicial determination finds that continuation of residence in the home from which the child was removed 
would be contrary to the welfare and not in the best interest of the child.                                                                                                                              
• Living with a specified relative (or has lived with a relative within six months of the placement) and a voluntary placement agreement is in 
place or the child has been removed after a judicial determination.

9 42 U.S.C.  671 (Section 471(a)(8) and 471 
(a)(20)(B))

Requires States have safeguards in place restricting the use or disclosure of information concerning individuals assisted.

10 42 U.S.C.  671 (Section 471(a)(9)) Requires State agencies to report known or suspected instances of physical or mental injury, sexual abuse, exploitation, or negligent treatment 
or maltreatment of a child.

11 42 U.S.C  671 (Section 471(a)(10)) Requires that States identify an agency to establish and maintain standards for foster family home and child care institutions.

12 42 U.S.C  671 (Section 471(a)(11)) Requires States to regularly review the appropriateness of the amount of payments made for foster care maintenance and adoption assistance 
and review licensing or approval standards for child care institutions and foster family homes.

13 42 U.S.C. 671 (Section 471(a)(12) and 471 
(a)(23))

Requires that States conduct fair hearings, when requested, for any individual whose claim for foster care or adoption benefits is denied.

14 42 U.S.C. 671 (Section 471(a)(15)(A&B) and 472 
(i)(2), 1356.21 (b)(1&2))

Requires States to make reasonable efforts to a) preserve and reunify families prior to the placement of a child in foster care, b) prevent or 
eliminate the need for removing the child from the child’s home, c) make it possible for a child to safely return to the child’s home, and d) place 
a child who is unable to return home in a timely manner. In making reasonable efforts, the child's health and safety will be of paramount 
concern. Judicial determinations regarding preventing removal must be made within 60 days from the date the child is removed and a judicial 
determination that reasonable efforts have been made to finalize the permanency plan must be made within 12 month of entry into custody 
(and every 12 months thereafter).

15 42 U.S.C. 671 (Section 471(a)(15)(D)) States are not required to make reasonable efforts if a court determines that:
• The parent has subjected the child to abandonment, torture, chronic abuse, and sexual abuse 
• The parent has committed murder, voluntary manslaughter of another child of the parent, aided or abetted attempted or conspired in the 
murder of another child of the parent, or committed felony assault that results in serious bodily injury to the child or another child of the 
parent.
• The parental rights of the parent to a sibling have been involuntarily terminated.

16 42 U.S.C. 671 (Section 471(a)(15)(F)) Requires States finalize an alternate permanency plan (including adoption or placement in an out of state placement) concurrently with 
reasonable efforts to reunify the child with their family.

17 42 U.S.C. 671 (Section 471(a)(16)) Requires the development of a case plan for each child receiving foster care maintenance payments.

18 42 U.S.C. 671 (Section 471(a)(17)) Requires states to secure rights to support for a child receiving foster care maintenance payments.

19 42 U.S.C. 671 (Section 471(a)(19)) Requires States to consider giving preference to an adult relative over a non-related caregiver when placing a child in an out-of-home 
placement.

20 42 U.S.C. 671 (Section 471(a)(20)) Requires criminal records checks be completed for any prospective foster or adoptive parent before a child is placed in their home.

21 42 U.S.C. 671 (Section 471(a)(21)) Requires that States provide health insurance coverage for any child with special needs where an adoption assistance agreement is in effect and 
where the child cannot be placed in an adoptive home without medical assistance.

22 42 U.S.C. 671 (Section 471(a)(22)) Requires the state to provide quality services to protect  the safety and health of children in foster care.

23 42 U.S.C. 671 (Section 471(a)(24)) Requires States to prepare prospective foster parents (and continue to provide foster parents) with knowledge and skills that help foster 
parents provide for the needs of the child. 

24 42 U.S.C. 671 (Section 471(a)(25&26)) Requires States to provide timely interstate placement of children when placement in a home outside of the state is determined to be in the 
best interest of the child and the home is deemed safe and suitable.

25 42 U.S.C. 671 (Section 471(a)(27)) Requires that States verify the citizenship or immigration of a child to be placed or in foster care.

26 42 U.S.C. 671 (Section 471(a)(29)) Requires States to attempt to notify grandparents and other adult relatives of the child  of the child's removal from the home of the child's 
parents, explain options the relative has to participate in the care and placement of the child, and describe how to qualify to become a foster 
family home.



Grant Title Title IV-E AFDC 
Foster Care

Title XX SSBG Title IV-E AFDC 
Adoption Assistance

Title XX TANF Title IV-B Part 1 Child 
Welfare Services

Promoting Safe and 
Stable Families (Title IV-
B Part 2)

Family Violence 
Prevention and 
Services Act

Independent Living 
Program

Community Based Child 
Abuse Prevention

Adoption Incentive 
Grant

Child Abuse 
Prevention and 
Treatment Act

Education & Training 
Voucher

Promoting Safe and 
Stable Families - 
Caseworker Visits

Total of All FY13 
Appropriated DCFS 
Federal Grants

DCFS FY13 $ Amount 19,954,200 11,609,000 7,459,500 7,607,000 3,461,700 1,824,000 1,130,000 871,300 343,000 943,600 652,200 290,200 108,600 56,254,300

Dept. O.H. FY13 $ 
Amount

810,500 0 8,800 0 60,000 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 879,300

Total FY13 $ Amount $20,764,700 $11,609,000 $7,468,300 $7,607,000 $3,521,700 $1,824,000 $1,130,000 $871,300 $343,000 $943,600 $652,200 $290,200 $108,600 $57,133,600

27 42 U.S.C. 671 (Section 471(a)(30)) Requires States assure that a child who has attained the minimum age for school attendance is a full-time elementary school student or has 
completed secondary school.

28 42 U.S.C. 671 (Section 471(a)(31)) Requires states make reasonable efforts to place siblings removed from their home in the same placement unless that placement would be 
contrary to the safety or well-being of any of the siblings, and requires the State provided for frequent visitation between siblings who are not 
jointly placed. 

29 42 U.S.C. 672 (Section 472 (h)) Requires States to provide title XIX (Medicaid) services to any child that qualifies for a foster care maintenance payment.

30 42 U.S.C. 673 (Section 473 (a)(1) and 473 (c)(2)) Requires States to enter into adoption assistance agreements with adoptive parents who adopt children with special needs (as defined in Utah 
Administrative Code R 512-43-5 (4)) . Payments will be made for non-recurring expenses, will take into consideration the circumstances of the 
adopting parents and the needs of the child. Payments may be adjusted and may not exceed the foster care maintenance payment made should 
the child have been placed in a foster family home.

31 42 U.S.C. 673 (Section 473 (a)(4)) Requires States to terminate adoption assistance payments when:
• The child turns 18 (or greater age determined by the State).
• The child turns 21 if the child has a mental or physical disability.
• The parents are no longer legally responsible for the support of the child.
• The child is no longer receiving support from the adoptive parent.

32 42 U.S.C. 673 (Section 473 (a)(7)) Requires States to reject adoption assistance payments when:
• A child is not a citizen or resident of the U.S.
• Was adopted outside of the U.S. or was brought to the U.S. for the purpose of being adopted.
Allows States to provide adoption assistance when an adoption listed above fails and an eligible child is placed into foster care.

33 42 U.S.C. 673 (Section 473 (b) and 471 (a)(21)) Requires States to make any child, for whom an adoption assistance agreement is in effect, eligible for Medicaid under title XIX and provide 
health insurance coverage that has the same benefits provided under title XIX.

34 42 U.S.C. 673 (Section 473 (c)(1)(B) and 
473(c)(2)(C))

Requires the State to make an effort to place a child with adoptive parents without providing adoption assistance before supporting an 
adoption with adoption assistance payments (except when placing the child with adoptive parents without the aid of adoption assistance is not 
in the best interest of the child).

35 42 U.S.C. 675 (Section 475 (1)(C) and 475(5)(D)) Requires States to keep health and education records of children in foster care, ensure that the records are updated and a copy provided to the 
foster parent of foster care provider, and provide the records at no cost to the child at the time the child leaves foster care.

36 42 U.S.C. 675 (Section 475 (1)(E)) Requires States to include in case plans, where adoption is the primary goal, documentation of recruitment efforts taken to find an adoptive 
home for the child. 

37 42 U.S.C. 675 (Section 475 (1)(F)) Requires States to include in case plans where placement with a relative is the primary goal a) the reasons for separation of siblings during 
placement, and b) the reason why a permanent placement with the relative is in the best interest of the child.

38 42 U.S.C. 675 (Section 475 (1)(G)) Requires States to ensure the educational stability of children in foster care.
39 42 U.S.C. 675 (Section 475 (4)(A)) Requires States to use foster care maintenance payments to pay for costs of food, clothing, shelter, daily supervision, school supplies, personal 

incidentals, liability insurance, and travel to visit with parents or caregivers as well as to school. When a child is placed with a child care 
institution, costs may include payments for administration and operation costs.

40 42 U.S.C. 675 (Section 475 (4)(B)) Requires States pay for costs for a child's son or daughter living in the same home of the child receiving a foster care payment.
41 42 U.S.C. 675 (Section 475 (5)(A)) Requires States to: 

• Achieve a safe placement for a child (with a goal of reunification) in the least restrictive setting and in close proximity to their home. 
• If placed in a foster home or institution a substantial distance from the home, explain why such a placement is in the best interest of the child.
• Assure that, when placed outside the state in which the child's parents are located, a caseworker in the receiving State visits the child no less 
frequently than every 6 months and submits a report to the State in which the parents reside.

42 42 U.S.C. 675 (Section 475 (5)(B) and 475 (6)) Requires States to review a child's status no less frequently than once every six months, either by a court or administrative review. If an 
administrative review is conducted, the review must be open to the parents of the child, and conducted by a panel, of which one person is not 
responsible for management of the case or delivery of services.

43 42 U.S.C. 675 (Section 475 (5)(C) and 471 
(a)(15)(E))

Requires States to: 
• Conduct a permanency hearing for all children in States care within 12 months of entering care and no less than every 12 months thereafter.
• Hold a permanency hearing within 30 days when a court determines that reasonable efforts to return the child home are not required.
• Safeguard parental rights related to removal of the child from the home, to a change of a child’s placement, and to determination of visiting 
privileges with the child.

44 42 U.S.C. 675 (Section 475 (5)(E)) Provides that States will file for termination of parental rights when:
• A child has been under the responsibility of the State for 15 of the most recent 22 months.
• A child has been determined by a court to be an abandoned infant (completed within 60 days of being determined as abandoned).
• A parent has been convicted of a felony listed in 42 U.S.C. 671 (Section 471(a)(15)(D)).
Exceptions may apply for compelling reasons not to file for TPR or if State has not provided sufficient services to parents.

45 42 U.S.C. 675 (Section 475 (5)(G)) Requires state provide the foster parents or other caregiver of a child timely notice and a right to be heard in any proceeding with respect to the 
child during the time the child is in the care of the foster parents. 

46 42 U.S.C. 675 (Section 475 (5)(H)) Requires States to develop a transition plan for a youth within 90 days prior to the youth attaining 18 years of age.
48 42 U.S.C. 677 (Section 477 (a)) Requires States:                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

• Identify children who are likely to remain in foster care until 18 years of age and to help these children make the transition to self-sufficiency, 
obtain employment, receive personal and emotional support, and obtain financial, housing, counseling, employment, education, and other 
appropriate support and services.
• Provide services to children who, after attaining 16 years of age, have left foster care for kinship guardianship or adoption.
• Ensure that youth transitioning to self-sufficiency are provided with education about the importance of designating another individual to 
make health care treatment decisions on their behalf if the youth becomes unable to participate in such decisions.  

49 42 U.S.C. 677 (Section 477 (b)(3)(i)) Requires the State to provide vouchers to youths, after attaining 16 years of age, for postsecondary education or training programs at 
institutions of higher education.

50 42 U.S.C. 5106a (Section 106) Requires that States:
• Provide a system for individuals to report known and suspected instances of child abuse and neglect.
• Screen, assess, and investigate alleged incidences of child abuse or neglect and ensure that victims of child abuse or neglect are placed in a 
safe environment.
• Provide training to employees relating to issues that impact services delivered to victims of child abuse and neglect, and their families.
• Conduct criminal background checks for prospective foster and adoptive parents and other adult relatives and non-relatives residing in the 
household.
• Support systems of technology that track reports of child abuse and neglect from intake through final disposition.
• Establish Citizen Review Panels that evaluate the extent to which State and local child protection systems effectively discharge their child 

51 42 U.S.C. 5116 (Section 201) Requires the state: 
• To develop, implement, operate, expand, enhance, and coordinate initiatives, programs, and activities to prevent child abuse and neglect and 
support the coordination of resources and activities that strengthen and support families and reduce the likelihood of child abuse and neglect.
• Support an interdisciplinary, collaborative, public-private structure that provides direction to the child abuse prevention system.



Grant Title Title IV-E AFDC 
Foster Care

Title XX SSBG Title IV-E AFDC 
Adoption Assistance

Title XX TANF Title IV-B Part 1 Child 
Welfare Services

Promoting Safe and 
Stable Families (Title IV-
B Part 2)

Family Violence 
Prevention and 
Services Act

Independent Living 
Program

Community Based Child 
Abuse Prevention

Adoption Incentive 
Grant

Child Abuse 
Prevention and 
Treatment Act

Education & Training 
Voucher

Promoting Safe and 
Stable Families - 
Caseworker Visits

Total of All FY13 
Appropriated DCFS 
Federal Grants

DCFS FY13 $ Amount 19,954,200 11,609,000 7,459,500 7,607,000 3,461,700 1,824,000 1,130,000 871,300 343,000 943,600 652,200 290,200 108,600 56,254,300

Dept. O.H. FY13 $ 
Amount

810,500 0 8,800 0 60,000 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 879,300

Total FY13 $ Amount $20,764,700 $11,609,000 $7,468,300 $7,607,000 $3,521,700 $1,824,000 $1,130,000 $871,300 $343,000 $943,600 $652,200 $290,200 $108,600 $57,133,600

52 42 USC 10401 Requires States provide:
• Public awareness about and prevent family violence.
• Immediate shelter and related assistance for victims of family violence and their dependents.
• Technical assistance and training relating to family violence programs to State and local public agencies (including law enforcement agencies, 
courts, legal, social service, and health care professionals), and nonprofit private organizations.

53 42 U.S.C. 673b (Section 473(A)(b)) Provides incentives for States if: 
• The number of foster child adoptions during a year exceeds the number of adoptions in FY 2007.
• The number of older child adoptions exceeds the base number of older child adoptions
• The States foster child adoption rate for the fiscal year exceeds the State’s highest ever foster child adoption rate.
Incentive funds must be used to support child welfare services allowable under Title IV-B or Title IV-E.

54 42 USC 622 (Sec. 422(a)(9)) Requires States to comply with the Indian Child Welfare Act (ICWA).

55 42 U.S.C. 671 (Section 471 (a)(32)) Requires States to negotiate in good faith with a tribe that requests to develop an agreement  that designates the State as the agency that will 
provide a child welfare service(s) to Indian children.

56 Indian Child Welfare Act, 25 U.S.C. sections 
1901-1963, and the federal regulations 
promulgated under ICWA

Requires States:
• Grant an Indian tribe jurisdiction over any child custody proceeding involving an Indian child who resides within the tribe's reservation.
• Transfer court proceeding to the tribe's jurisdiction for the foster care placement of, or termination of parental rights to an Indian child not 
residing within the reservation provided that the transfer is subject to declination by the tribal court.
• Grant an Indian tribe the right to intervene at any point in a proceeding for the foster care placement of, or termination of parental rights to 
an Indian child. 


