UTAH STATE LEGISLATURE 2013 GENERAL SESSION

COURTS:
GUARDIAN AD LITEM

EXECUTIVE OFFICES AND CRIMINAL JUSTICE APPROPRIATIONS SUBCOMMITTEE
STAFF: GARY SYPHUS B UDGET B RIEF

SUMMARY

The Office of Guardian ad Litem (GAL) and Court Appointed Special Advocate (CASA) is a separate line item
within the court’s budget. Funding in this line item provides state-funded attorneys to represent the best
interests of minors in Juvenile Court when there is an
allegation of abuse, neglect, or dependency.

Figure 1: Courts - Guardian ad Litem - Budget History
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Figure 2: Courts - Guardian ad Litem - FTE History
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LEGISLATIVE ACTION

The Analyst recommends the Legislature: 10
1. Adopt the recommended budget as shown in T e 20 Fraom Py FYaoi3 Yoo
the budget detail table on page 3. Fiscal Year
2. Approve the intent Ianguage on page 2. Figure 3: Courts - Guardian ad Litem - FY 2014

Funding Mix

3. Approve fees on the document titled

“Executive Offices and Criminal Justice: Fees”.

General Fund
$5,151,600
85%

Dedicated Credits
$75,000
1%
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GUARDIAN AD LITEM (GAL)

ISSUES AND RECOMMENDATIONS

Intent Language
The Analyst recommends the following intent language:

Under Section 63-J-1-603 of the Utah Code, the Legislature intends that appropriations of up to $500,000
provided for Guardian ad Litem in Item 26 of Chapter 11 Laws of Utah 2012 not lapse at the close of
Fiscal Year 2013.

The Legislature intends that the Guardian ad Litem (GAL) develop several options to measure
performance and submit these to the Executive Offices and Criminal Justice Subcommittee for review and
input during one of the 2013 interim meeting. Measures should include industry benchmarks, metrics
from model state GAL offices, and other relevant metrics. After receiving input from the Subcommittee,
the GAL is to report measures annually to the Subcommittee.

BUDGET REQUESTS

Below are the following General Fund requests as submitted by the Guardian ad Litem, Governor
recommendations and Legislative Fiscal Analyst (LFA) recommendations. At current funding levels that EAC
prescribed, the Analyst recommends no new funding at this time. Should additional funding become available to
the subcommittee, the LFA recommends funding of $800,000 for salary parity increase to help mitigate current
turnover levels.

Request Agency Governor LFA LFA Nice to Have
Attorney Salary Parity Increase - Recruitment/Retention  $1,300,000 §$ 800,000 S 800,000
Guardian ad Litem Attorney $185,100 $ 185,100

Volunteer Advocate Program for Dependent Children $55,000

The GAL reports that the Eighth Judicial District Office of GAL has seen a steady increase in case load over the
last several years. Currently the one GAL attorney in Duchesne, Uintah and Daggett counties represents 428
clients which is above the 100 client standard set by the National Association of Counsel for Children and the
Federal Department of Health and Human Services.

The Office of the GAL experiences turnover of approximately 20-25%. The GAL reports that the majority of
attorneys that leave cite comparatively low salary as the reason they are leaving. Funding will eliminate the
difference between the Guardian ad Litem attorneys and other state attorneys. For additional information
please see Issue Brief entitled “EOCJ Budget Requests and Recommendations”.

FEES

Please see the document entitled “Executive Offices and Criminal Justice: Fees”.

|
FEBRUARY 11, 2013, 6:24 PM -2- OFFICE OF THE LEGISLATIVE FISCAL ANALYST



BUDGET DETAIL TABLE

GUARDIAN AD LITEM (GAL)

Sources of Finance
General Fund
Dedicated Credits Revenue
GFR - Children's Legal Defense
GFR - Guardian Ad Litem Services
Transfers
Beginning Nonlapsing
Closing Nonlapsing
Total

Programs
Guardian ad Litem
Total

Categories of Expenditure

Personnel Services

In-state Travel

Out-of-state Travel

Current Expense

DP Current Expense

Capital Outlay

Other Charges /Pass Thru
Total

Other Data
Budgeted FTE
Actual FTE
Vehicles

Courts - Guardian ad Litem

FY 2012 FY 2013 FY 2013 FY 2014%*
Actual Appropriated| Changes Revised Changes IRecommended
5,031,500 5,151,600 0 5,151,600 0 5,151,600

156,500 75,000 0 75,000 0 75,000
449,400 457,400 0 457,400 0 457,400
364,400 368,300 0 368,300 0 368,300
24,800 0 0 0 0 0
360,200 0 130,100 130,100 (130,100) 0

(130,100) 0 0 0 0 0,
$6,256,700 $6,052,300 $130,100 $6,182,400 ($130,100) $6,052,300

6,256,700 6,052,300 130,100 6,182,400 (130,100) 6,052,300
$6,256,700 $6,052,300 $130,100 $6,182,400 ($130,100) $6,052,300
5,477,000 5,421,800 54,800 5,476,600 (61,200) 5,415,400
68,000 66,100 0 66,100 0 66,100
37,900 2,900 0 2,900 0 2,900
500,900 536,900 79,900 616,800 (68,900) 547,900
156,400 4,600 (4,600) 0 0 0
16,500 0 0 0 0 0

0 20,000 0 20,000 0 20,000 ,
$6,256,700 $6,052,300 $130,100 $6,182,400 ($130,100) $6,052,300
66 74 0 74 (@Y) 73
88 0 88 88 (88) 0

7 7 0 7 (7) 0,

*Does notinclude amounts in excess of subcommittee's state fund allocation that may be recommended by the Fiscal Analyst.
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