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The drawing to the left was crafted by Tommy, a child 

participating in the Grandfamilies Program.  The first 

time Tommy came to the Grandfamilies office, he had 

just been removed from his parent’s home to be cared 

for by his grandparents.  He was malnourished, physi-

cally ill, and selectively mute.  Because of his reluctance 

to talk about his family and past, he agreed to draw.  

After creating this picture, he began explaining what he 

had drawn.  Pointing to the clouds, he said, “This is my 

mom, dad, and their friend that hurt me.”  He then 

pointed to the figures under the rainbow and said, “this 

is my sister, me and my grandma.  Grandma has put a 

rainbow over us and now they can’t hurt us— we are 

safe”.  Because Tommy’s grandma took him and his   

sister into her home, she faced many challenges and  

obstacles that she would have been unprepared for without the help of the Grandfamilies program.  In addition to of-

fering legal support and connections to resources & financial assistance, Grandfamilies gave Tommy’s grandmother the 

guidance and encouragement she needed to love Tommy and his sister through their recovery from the anxiety, 

trauma, depression and attachment disorders they developed while living with their parents. 
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