Russell Frandsen

From: Maria Guadarrama

Sent: Monday, February 10, 2014 6:17 PM

To: Ronda Menlove; Allen Christensen

Cc: Russell Frandsen

Subject: FW: Transportation for people with Disabilities

Hello Representatives,

Below is an explanation from Charlie Luke, Executive Director of Utah Association of Community Services, on speaking
points regarding transportation for people with disabilities.

Mr. Luke will be available at tomorrow’s appropriations committee meeting if you have further questions on the
matter.

Thank you,

Maria Guadarrama

Intern for Rep. Hall & Rep. Redd
mguadarrama@le.utah.gov

From: Charlie Luke [mailto:charlieluke@uacs.org]
Sent: Monday, February 10, 2014 3:27 PM

To: Maria Guadarrama; edredd@icloud.com
Subject: MTP Rate Info

Hi Maria,

The current problem with the transportation rate began years ago and results from changes in how rates were
structured, the lack of increases that reflected actual costs, and the increasing cost of fuel, vehicle purchase and
maintenance, insurance and drivers. The MTP (Motor Transportation) rate is currently set at $8.57 per day per rider. At
that rate, even if you operate a 12 passenger vehicle, you barely have funding to cover the cost of a full-time

driver. Further, if a rider is absent you may not bill for the service but due to the fixed nature of the vehicle routes, a
provider cannot “fill that seat” . Due to the nature of the people served, absenteeism occurs with relative frequency. If
$150,000 state funds were given to the Division of Services for People with Disabilities, the daily rate would increase to
$9.79 (as long as those state funds were appropriated in such a way that the Division could match them using the
Federal Match). If they could not be matched, the daily rate would increase to $8.93. If the additional appropriation
was $500,000, the MTP rate would go from the current $8.57 per day to either $9.77 (if non-matching funds were
appropriated) or to $12.63 per day (if the funds were matched using the current Federal Match).

Let me know if you need anything else

In terms of outcomes, as you are aware this service is in trouble. These people cannot drive and are totally reliant on
others providing the service. Due to both behavioral and medical issues, many of the individuals cannot ride UTA. If this
service fails, many individuals will be forced to remain at home with little to no options to get to work, to get to
community events, or to attend training programs. There will simply be no one to transport them nor the type of
vehicle available to transport (i.e., lift equipped).



Thanks for your help with this,

Charlie

Charlie Luke

Executive Director

Utah Association of Community Services
(801) 554-5442

charlieluke@uacs.org

WwWWw.uacs.orq




