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PUBLIC EDUCATION BUDGET OVERVIEW
Understanding  Local  &  State  Perspect ives

R. Benjamin Leishman, Fiscal Analyst January 2016

Public Education Budget – Total Local  
o Includes

• Funding Appropriated in the State 
Budget & Passed‐through to LEAs

• Additional LEA Revenues & 
Expenditures

o Revenues & Expenditures Reported 
Annually 
• 2015 Reports Now Available 

o LEA Data Reports
• Annual Financial Report
• Annual Program Report

o Annual Financial Report
• Reports Total Revenues & Expenditures

• Based on U.S. Department of Education 
Chart of Accounts

• Maintains Comparability Across States

• Reporting Categories Different Than 
State Programs

• Independent Annual Audit

o Annual Program Report
• Reports Data by Major Program

• Categories Align Better with State 
Programs 
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Total Local Public 
Education 
Budget: Revenue 
by Major Source
FY 2015 Actual: 

$5,182,450,000

Excludes State Agencies 
(LEAs Only)

Local
25%Local (State Budget)

13%

State
53%

Federal  
1%

Federal (State Budget)
8%

Total Local Public 
Education 
Budget:  
Expenditures by 
Major Object
FY 2015 Actual: 

$5,516,760,100

Excludes State Agencies 
(LEAs Only)

Salaries
44%

Benefits
20%

Purchased Services 
11%

Supplies
9%Property

6%

Other
10%
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Public Education Budget – State Appropriated 
o Includes

• Legislative Appropriations 
• State‐Level Administration & 
Support
o State Board of Education Line‐Items

• Pass‐Through to Locals – State 
& Federal Funding
o Minimum School Program

o School Building Program

• Certain Local Property Tax 
Revenue Sources

o Reported Multiple Times 
Annually
• Appropriations Report
• Compendium of Budget 
Information 

• Comprehensive Annual Finance 
Report (CAFR) – Produced by 
Division of Finance

State Budget: 
Public Education 
by Major Source
FY 2017 Base Budget:
$4,344,638,400

State
68%

Local 
17%

Federal
11%

Other
4%
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State Budget: 
Public Education 
by Major 
Expenditure 
Category
FY 2017 Base Budget: 
$4,344,638,400

Personnel Services, 
$56,002,000, 1%

Travel (In & Out of State), 
$1,002,600, 0%

Current Expense, 
$45,042,800, 1%

Data Processing & Capital 
Outlay, $1,813,200, 0%

Transfers & Trust 
Dispersements, 
$5,204,600, 0%

Other Charges/Pass 
Through, $4,235,573,200, 

98%

Other, 
$109,065,200, 

2%

Public Education 
Budget Diagram 
by Agency & Line‐
Item
FY 2016 Appropriated

State Appropriated Public Educa on Budget 
FY 2016: $4,292,502,800 ‐ All Revenue Sources 
$2,956,323,200 ‐ State Revenue Sources(1) 

State Board of Educa on 

Minimum School  
Program 

$3,597,924,400 Total 
$2,810,210,000 State(1) 

Distributed by Statutory 
Formulas to LEAs 

School Building  
Program 

$33,249,700 Total 
All State Funded(1) 

Educa on  
Agencies 

$661,328,700 Total 
$112,863,500 State 

Basic School Program 
$2,533,103,800 

827,922 WPUs 

The Line 

Related to Basic 
School Program 
$541,239,100 

No WPUs 

Voted & Board  

Leeway Programs 
$523,581,500 

Amount Dependent on WPUs 

Capital Outlay  
FoundaƟon Program 

$27,610,900 

Capital Outlay  
Enrollment Growth 

Program 
$5,638,800  Educator Licensing 

$2,061,500 

Charter School Board 
$5,426,600(4) 

Child NutriƟon  
$180,761,800(5) 

Utah Schools for  

the Deaf & the Blind 
$33,363,700 

Fine Arts Outreach 
$4,175,000 

Science Outreach 
$4,390,000 

EducaƟon Contracts 
$3,137,800 

Local Educa on Agencies 
(LEAs) 

 41 School Districts 
 107 Charter Schools 

Other Local Revenue Sources(2) 

Notes: 
1. Includes $75.0 M from the Minimum Basic Growth Account .  

2. Includes: Local Property Taxes (Charter Schools do not receive  property t axes), Fee  Reve‐
nue, Interest Income,  Federal & P rivate Grants, etc.  Amounts vary by distr ict and charter school.   
3. Includes: Utah Community Center for the Deaf Fund and School Bui lding Revolvin g Account.   

4. Includes: Utah Charter School Fin ance  Authority and the Charter School Revolving Account.     
5. Includes: Child NutriƟon Federal  CommodiƟes.     

Prepared by: Office of the  LegislaƟve  Fiscal Analyst (1/16BL).   

USOE ‐ IniƟaƟves 
$35,954,700 

Distributed by Statutory 
Formulas to LEAs 
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Utah State Office  
of EducaƟon 

$391,192,600(3) 
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Public Education – State Budget Perspectives 

o Largest Recipient of 
Funding
• Total  Budget – 30%
• State Funds – 46%

o Minimum School Program  
• Total Budget – 18.5% 
• State Funds – 43.8%

o Students
• Fall 2015 – 633,895

o 3,791 More than Projected

• Fall 2016 (Est.) – 643,625
o Increase of 9,730 | 1.53%

State Budget: 
Total Revenue by 
Major Source
FY 2016 Appropriated: 

$14,242,921,000

General Fund
17%

Education Fund
26%

Federal Funds
26%

Transportation 
Fund
3%

Transp. 
Investment Fund

4%

Local Education 
Revenue

5%

Dedicated Credits
9%

Other
10%

1. Operating and capital budget including expendable funds and accounts.  Does not include proprietary, fiduciary, 
and capital projects funds.

$14.2 
billion
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State Budget: 
Allocation by 
Area of 
Expenditure
FY 2016 Appropriated: 

$14,242,921,000

Public Education
30%

Higher Education
12%

Social Services
34%

Capital Facilities
2%

Debt Service
3%

Transportation
7%

General Gov't
7%

Law Enforcement
5%

1. Operating and capital budget including expendable funds and accounts.  Does not include proprietary, fiduciary, 
and capital projects funds.

$14.2 
billion

State Budget: 
Allocation by Area 
of Expenditure 
(State Funds Only)
FY 2016 Appropriated 
General & Education 
Funds: 

$6,282,124,000

Public 
Education

46%

Higher 
Education

15%
Social Services 

(incl. Youth Corr.)
16%

Capital Facilities
5%

Debt Service
1%

General Gov't
6%

Law 
Enforcement

8%

Transfers/Other
3.0%

$6.3 b.
GF/EF

Note: Of "Transfers/Other", $75 m (1.2%) supports Public Education and $80 m (1.3%) supports Law Enforcement.
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Public Education – FY 2017 Base Budget

o Includes FY 2016 Ongoing 
Appropriations 
• Less One‐time Funding 
Items

• Some Non‐State Fund 
Changes 

• All Reviewed by 
Subcommittee 


