Public Lands Policy Coordinating Office

Our Mission: to Preserve and Defend Rights to Access, Use and Benefit

from Public Lands within the State

In a climate where federal agencies are constantly overreaching their authority and threaten
Utah’s local customs and culture, our office works to ensure Utah citizens do not lose their
rights to multiple access and opportunities to make a living on public lands.

REVIEW, ANALYZE AND PROMOTE UTAH’S INTEREST THROUGH ADVOCACY AND PARTICIPATION
(RDCC)

PLPCO acts as the contact point for the review of federal policies, plans and programs which may affect
the public lands, or the use of public lands, in Utah. PLPCO works to assure the state speaks with one
voice in responding to federal actions and proposals. Office responds to proposed federal rules and
regulations (e.g. BLM Onshore Qil and Gas Operation Rules), participates in federal land use planning as
well as other major NEPA projects in Utah. Currently, the office is participating as a Cooperating Agency
in 22 NEPA projects with BLM and/or Forest Service.

ENDANGERED SPECIES ACT (ESA ) ACTIVITIES

Efforts to Conserve a Species, and Prevent the Need for a Listing: Certain species require a concentration
of effort by the state in order to institute conservation measures to protect the species, and to prevent
the need for a listing under the provisions of the federal Endangered Species Act. These efforts require
close coordination with the state's wildlife agency, and other state and local agencies which may be
affected by a listing.

PLPCO is currently working with the BLM and the Forest Service to recognize Utah data sources and USU
conducted research on sage-grouse as well as implement the State’s Sage-Grouse Conservation Plan.

Office regularly responds to proposals to list (e.g. Arizona Toad, Mexican Wolf, Virgin Spinedace,
numerous rare plant species).

ARCHAEOLOGICAL ASSISTANCE AND PERMITTING

Assist state agencies in developing the processes to provide for responsible use and stewardship of
archaeological resources. Oversee the issuance and management of archaeological survey and
excavation permits.



LITIGATION: DEFENDING THE STATE’S INTEREST ON PUBLIC LANDS

PLPCO also assists the Utah Attorney General's Office with affirmative and defensive litigation on public
land issues which affect the State's interests. Currently, PLPCO is engaged in the following cases:

1.

Uintah County v. Jewell ("Wildlands"): Challenging the BLM's designation of lands as "de facto"
wilderness, which circumvents congressional process for wilderness designation. These
unlawful designations have resulted in denial of oil and gas leases.

SUWA v. Burke ("RMP"): Defending the BLM's seven resource management plans that regulate
travel and other activities on public lands managed by the BLM against the environmental
organizations' challenge. The BLM goes through arduous administrative process, including data
gathering, revisions, public comment, and community meetings to create its resource
management plans. Environmental organizations are challenging seven plans, particularly plans'
provisions relating to motorized access and travel to restrict access and use.

WWP. V. Pool ("GSENM Grazing"): Defending BLM's grazing management challenged by WWP.
The Environmental organization filed a motion to compel the BLM to make grazing management
changes. BLM and Utah filed cross-motions for summary judgment. Oral argument was held on
October 23rd. Judge Waddoups ruled from the bench and granted Utah and BLM's motion for
summary judgment.

Friends of Animals v. U.S. FWS: Case that challenges the incidental taking permits issued to
Garfield and Iron Counties. The State of Utah, Garfield and Iron Counties filed a motion to
intervene on November 18, 2014. A joint motion to stay the case was filed on November 18,
2014,

Gunnison Sage-Grouse was recently listed as threatened. Accordingly, the Utah Attorney
General's Office filed a Notice of Intent to sue over the listing.

Participate in any lawsuit filed concerning the Graham Beardtongue Agreement.

LITIGATION: R.S. 2477

Office litigates lawsuits concerning title to roads crossing federal public lands under Revised Statute
2477 (R.S. 2477) in order to ensure access to resources and recreational areas and foster growth in the
state and local economies.

COUNTY RESOURCE MANAGEMENT PLANS

Office assists each Utah County with preparation of Resource Management Plans, facilitate coordination
between counties and State resource agencies and administer county reimbursement requests. The
Office will build a Statewide Resource Management Plan from all 29 county plans.



