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Department of Environmental Quality

Public Benefits
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Department of Environmental Quality

Basis and History
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• Product of a diverse history
• Authorized by statute
• Approved by the Legislature
• Established through a public 

process



Department of Environmental Quality

Guiding Principles
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• Pay for the cost of the services   
provided, but no more.

• Assure fairness to all parties, 
including taxpayers and 
industry.

• Keep program costs low 
through operational 
efficiencies.

• Ensure that costs are borne by 
the beneficiaries. User pays.



Department of Environmental Quality

Efficiencies and Continuous Improvement
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DEQ has more SUCCESS Framework systems in place than any 
other state agency.



Department of Environmental Quality

Program Funding from User Fees
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Department of Environmental Quality

Protection of Public Resources
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• Cover the costs of compliance, 
monitoring, and inspections.

• Help fund critical programs   
required by law.

• Ensure DEQ’s ability to 
safeguard the quality of Utah’s 
air, land, and water for all 
residents.



Department of Environmental Quality

Balanced and Fair
Prosperous Economy and Great Quality of Life for All Utahns
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