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1992 “Site Based Councils” unfunded mandate

1999 “Trust Land Councils”: principal, teacher, 3 

parents, w/PTA or PTO President

2001 School LAND Trust Program

2002 “School community councils”

Child Access Routing Plan, Professional 

Development Plan, Reading Achievement

Plan

Then and Now



PARENTS: TRULY 

EMPOWERED

TEACHERS: INPUT ON HOW 

SCHOOL FUNDS ARE SPENT

ADMINISTRATORS: VALUABLE 

FEEDBACK LOOP FOR 

SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT



SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT PLANS

- School Community Council develops plan

- Local School Board Approves or Rejects

- USBE issues grant after reviewing plans and 
signatures for compliance

- USBE reviews reports after the year closes

- Annual Compliance Reviews





AMENDMENT B

Will increase and stabilize distribution to schools





Real world impact

Note: classroom supplies are an option now!



WHAT COUNCILS ARE NOT ALLOWED 

TO DO WITH THE FUNDS



TRAINING

Volunteer Parents

4-8 meeting times a year

Working well in 80-90% of cases



ADDITIONAL TRAINING

District trainings: @ 10 annually for councils upon district request

Charter directors: @ 2 per year

Room to improve

teacher awareness: DVD no longer required

charter school track option



Administrative

 Legal officer remains principal

 Financial Custody remains with 
district business office (purchasing, 

etc)

 Local board may approve or reject 

but may not decide for council

Policy Input

 Rep Stratton Digital Citizenship

 Feedback Loop

 School level discussions

The Future of Councils

We want local school board to take ownership…but not too much!



THE FUTURE: COUNCILS AND SCHOOL BOARDS

Healthy, creative tensions vs too disruptive



QUESTIONS?


