
	  
	   	  

COMPARISON	  OF	  EHS	  TO	  OTHER	  LEADING	  
UTAH	  ONLINE	  HIGH	  SCHOOL	  PROVIDERS	  

	  

 EHS	  is	  an	  online,	  accredited,	  credit	  generating,	  education	  service	  for	  the	  state	  of	  Utah.	  It	  has	  
been	  tried	  and	  tested	  through	  audits,	  accreditations,	  board	  reviews,	  legislative	  sessions,	  and	  
public	  opinion	  for	  over	  two	  decades.	  It	  has	  continuously	  shown	  its	  value	  as	  a	  provider	  of	  high	  
quality,	  low-‐cost	  online	  education.	  



	  
	  

COMPARISON	  OF	  EHS	  TO	  OTHER	  LEADING	  UTAH	  ONLINE	  HIGH	  SCHOOL	  PROVIDERS	  

Feature	   Definition	  

Providers	  

EHS	  
Seven	  District	  
Consortium	  

State	  Online	  
Education	  
Program	  
(SOEP)	  

Private	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
"For	  Profit"	  	  

Open	  entry/exit	   Not	  bound	  by	  academic	  calendars	  or	  
quarters.	   Yes	   No	   No	   No	  

Original	  credit	   First	  time	  a	  class	  is	  taken.	   Yes	   Yes4	   Yes3	   Yes1	  

Credit	  recovery	   Makeup	  credit	  for	  a	  failed	  class.	   Yes	   Yes1,4	   No	   Yes1	  

Summer	  classes	   Classes	  taken	  during	  summer	  when	  
traditional	  school	  is	  not	  in	  session.	   Yes	   Yes1,4	   Yes3	   Yes1	  

Additional/accelerated	  credit	   Enables	  students	  to	  graduate	  early	  or	  
specialize	  in	  an	  area	  of	  interest	  .	   Yes	   Yes4	   Yes3	   Yes1	  

Available	  to	  all	  students	   Available	  to	  all	  students	  in	  the	  state.	   Yes	   No4	   Yes	   Yes1	  

Free	  to	  students	   No	  out-‐of-‐pocket	  expense	  to	  the	  student	  to	  
enroll	  in	  course.	   Yes	   Yes4,5	   Yes5	   No	  

Teach	  to	  mastery	   No	  time	  constraints;	  students	  work	  until	  they	  
achieve	  needed	  mastery.	   Yes	   No	   No	   No	  

NCAA	  accepted	   Credits	  are	  recognized	  by	  NCAA	  universities	  
for	  admittance	  and	  scholarships.	   Yes	   Yes4	   Varies	   Varies	  

Regents	  accepted	   Credits	  count	  toward	  Regents	  Scholarships.	   Yes	   Yes4	   Varies	   Varies	  

Partner	  with	  "brick	  and	  mortar"	   Collaborate	  with	  brick	  and	  mortar	  schools	  for	  
testing,	  counselors,	  use	  of	  facilities,	  etc.	  	   Yes	   Yes4	   No2	   No2	  

Easy	  registration	   Lack	  of	  complicated	  paperwork	  or	  
application	  processing	  to	  enroll.	  	   Yes	   Yes4	   No	   No	  

	  	        
1	  Full	  cost	  paid	  by	  student	  
2	  Students	  must	  withdraw	  from	  “brick	  and	  mortar”	  school	  for	  courses	  taken	  online;	  accommodation	  policies	  vary	  by	  district	  
3	  Total	  not	  to	  exceed	  24	  credit-‐hour	  state	  graduation	  requirement;	  approved	  by	  counselor	  
4	  Only	  available	  to	  students	  in	  cooperating	  districts	  
5	  For	  original	  credit	  only	  
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Financial	  Implication	  of	  Defunding	  EHS	  
If	  EHS	  is	  defunded,	  some	  of	  the	  critical	  services	  it	  provides	  will	  be	  unavailable;	  the	  rest	  will	  be	  more	  difficult	  for	  students	  to	  access.	  It	  will	  also	  cost	  
the	  state	  significantly	  more	  to	  provide	  those	  same	  services.	  	  
	  
The	  following	  scenario	  illustrates	  the	  possible	  financial	  impact	  to	  the	  state	  if	  the	  3,482	  full	  credits	  that	  were	  generated	  by	  EHS	  during	  the	  
2014/2015	  academic	  year	  were	  split	  evenly	  between	  the	  other	  two	  state	  providers	  (1,741	  credits	  each).	  The	  comparison	  uses	  the	  most	  recent	  cost	  
per	  credit	  figures,	  presented	  to	  the	  Board	  of	  Education,	  for	  each	  of	  the	  providers	  ($546	  SOEP;	  $834	  Districts;	  and	  $284.57	  EHS).	  	  	  
	  

	  

	  	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
Other	  Challenges	  that	  Could	  Arise	  from	  Defunding	  EHS	  

•   Negative	  impact	  on	  special	  student	  populations	  because	  of	  usability	  and	  accessibility	  issues	  (homebound	  students,	  minorities,	  rural	  
residents,	  at-‐risk	  populations,	  special	  needs	  students,	  incarcerated	  youth,	  homeschooled	  students,	  etc.).	  

•   Potential	  violations	  of	  504	  &	  IDEA	  laws	  (laws	  that	  govern	  the	  education	  of	  and	  resource	  accessibility	  for	  students	  with	  special	  needs	  
and	  disabilities).	  

•   Potential	  complications	  with	  Title	  I	  (law	  that	  governs	  the	  accommodation	  of	  and	  resource	  accessibility	  for	  low	  income	  and	  at	  risk	  
student	  populations).	  

•   Negative	  impact	  on	  graduation	  rates.	  	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

SOEP:	  	  	  	  	  	  $546	  X	  1,741	  =	  	  	  	  	  	  	  $	  	  	  950,586	  	  

Districts:	  $834	  X	  1,741	  =	  	  	  	  	  	  	  $1,451,994	  	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  $2,402,580	  

	  

EHS:	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  $284.57	  x	  3,482	  =	  $	  	  	  990,873	  	  

	  

Difference	  (per	  year):	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  $1,411,707	  (increase	  to	  the	  state)	  


