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STATUTORY REQUIREMENT 

U.C.A. Section 53A-17a-165 requires the State Board of Education to submit an 
annual report to the Public Education Appropriations Subcommittee of the Utah 
State Legislature consistent with Subsection 53A-17a-165(6):  
 
(a) The State Board of Education shall develop performance criteria to measure 

the effectiveness of the Enhancement for Accelerated Students Program and 
make an annual report to the Public Education Appropriations Subcommittee 
on the effectiveness of the program. 

(b) In the report required by Subsection (6)(a), the State Board of Education shall 
include data showing the use and impact of money allocated for Advanced 
Placement test fees of eligible low-income students. 

 

  
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
The information given on the three accelerated programs in the state of Utah 
show that students identified and enrolled in these programs are showing better 
achievement and growth rates, based on several factors including side-by-side 
comparisons between and among proficiency scores at various levels of schooling.  
The accelerated programs include International Baccalaureate, Gifted and 
Talented, and Advanced placement.   
 
BACKGROUND 
The purpose of the Enhancement for Accelerated Students Program is to enhance 
the academic growth of students whose academic achievement is accelerated. 
 
--Advanced Placement (AP) courses are rigorous courses developed by College 
Board. Students who perform well on the AP exam, may be granted credit and/or 
advanced standing at participating colleges or universities. 
 
--Gifted and Talented (G&T) Programs assist individual students to develop their 
high potential and enhance their academic growth. Gifted and Talented Programs 
identify students with outstanding abilities who are capable of high performance. 
 
--International Baccalaureate (IB) is a program designed by the International 
Baccalaureate Organization. The Diploma Program is a rigorous, pre-university 
course of study. Students who perform well on the IB exam may be granted credit 

https://le.utah.gov/xcode/Title53A/Chapter17A/53A-17a-S165.html#53A-17a-165(6)(a)
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and/or advanced standing at participating colleges or universities. The Middle 
Years Program and Primary Years Program emphasize an inquiry learning 
approach to instruction. 
 
FINDINGS 
 
Allocation of FY 16 funding:  
Total: $4,557,500 
Advanced Placement: $1,693,850 
Gifted and Talented: $2,763,650 
International Baccalaureate: $100,000 
Performance Measures: 
Advanced Placement 
Table 1.1. Total student exams passed with a score of 3 or higher (and compared 
with G&T pass rate) 

      

School Year 
Total Number of 
Exams Taken 

Total number of 
Exams Passed 

Total 
Percent 
Passed 

 G&T Pass 
Rate 

Price Per 
Exam 

2015-16 38,819 25,665 66% 69% $69.08 

 
Gifted and Talented 
Table 2.1. General Information of total students identified as Gifted and Talented 
 
General Information   
Elementary Students (K-6) 4876 
Middle School (7-8) 3778 
High School (9-12) 9881 
Total Students 18535 
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Table 2.2. Number of identified students disaggregated by subgroups  
 
Identified Students Disaggregated 
by Subgroup 

  

American Indian/Alaskan Native <1% 
Asian 3% 
Black/African American <1% 
Hispanic/Latino 6% 
Multi-Raced 3% 
Pacific Islander 1% 
White 88% 
Low Income 19% 

*Graduation rates of identified disaggregated students is 90.5% 
 
Table 2.3. Grades 3-6 comparison Percentage Proficient (SAGE data) 
 
Percent Proficient (Grades 
3-6) 

    

  All Students Identified G&T 
Language Arts 46% 90% 
Math 49% 92% 

 
Table 2.4. ACT or SAT data (number of students participating, at or above the 
college readiness standards)  
 

 11th Grade ACT 
Exam 

All Students 
Average 
Scores 

Identified G&T 
Average Scores 

G&T Number 
Testing above 
Benchmark 

 G&T Average 
Above 
Benchmark  

Total State 
Average Above 
Benchmark 

Math 
(proficient=22) 

19.7 21.3 3287 62% 35% 

Reading 
(proficient=22) 

20.9 22.8 3357 64% 42% 

English 
(proficiency=18) 

19.5 21.5 4324 82% 58% 

Students Taking 
Exam 

39611 5266 
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Table 2.5. Gains in proficiency in Mathematics and Language Arts (SAGE data) 
 
Mathematics 35,611 
Language Arts 35,492 

 
International Baccalaureate  
Table 3.1. IB Student exams passed with a score of 4+ or higher 
 
Year Total 

number of 
students 
taking IB 
classes 

Total 
number of 
students 
Completing 
IB classes 

Number of 
Exams 
Passed 
with a 4+ 

Money 
Distributed 
per exam  

2015-16 1,351 1,350 1,480 $33.78 
*Based on reported numbers by LEAs 

 
 
CONCLUSION/RECOMMENDATIONS 
Based on the information provided above, it is important to continue the funding 
for Accelerated programs. This is not only to sustain current levels of 
achievement, but to allow room for growth in identifying students and ensuring 
that the aforementioned programs have the needed resources.   
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