UTAH STATE LEGISLATURE 2017 GENERAL SESSION
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DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS’ AND MILITARY
AFFAIRS ISSUES

This document summarizes the Analyst’s recommendations for subcommittee action.

Intent Language

Under terms of Section 63]-1-603(3)(a) Utah Code Annotated, the Legislature intends that
appropriations provided for the Department of Veterans' and Military Affairs in Item 3, Chapter
10, Laws of Utah 2016 not lapse at the close of Fiscal Year 2017. Use of any nonlapsing funds is
limited to: Purchase of up to two vehicles and Military Affairs one-time operations costs.

The Legislature intends that the Department of Veterans' and Military Affairs be allowed to
increase its vehicle fleet by up to two vehicles with funding from existing appropriations.

The Legislature intends that the Department of Veterans’ and Military Affairs report by
October 17, 2017 to the Executive Appropriations Committee on the following performance
measures for the Veterans’ and Military Affairs line item: (1) Provide programs that assist
veterans with filing and receiving compensation, pension, and educational benefits
administered by the U.S. Veterans’ Administration (Target = 5% annual growth); (2) Assist in
ensuring veterans are employed in the Utah workforce (Target = Veterans’ unemployment rate
no greater than the statewide unemployment rate); (3) Increase the number of current conflict
veterans that are connected to appropriate services (Target = 10% annual increase); (4)
Provide veterans with a full range of burial services and related benefits that reflect dignity,
compassion, and respect (Target = 95% satisfaction); and (5) Identify, plan, and advise on
military mission workload opportunities through engagement with federal and state parties
and decision makers (Target = 95%).

The Legislature intends that the Department of Veterans’ and Military Affairs report by
October 17, 2017 to the Executive Appropriations Committee on the following performance
measures for the Veterans’ Nursing Home Fund line item: (1) Occupancy rate (Target = 95%
average); (2) Compliance with all state and federal regulations for operations, licensing, and
payments (Target = 95%); (3) Best in class rating in all national customer satisfaction surveys
(Target = 80%); and (4) Deviations in operations, safety, or payments are addressed within
specified times (Target = 95%).

Dedicated Credits

The DVMA expects to collect additional money from burial fees and private donations, which are deposited
as dedicated credits. The increases from private donations come from license plate collections. The Analyst
recommends the Legislature increase the agency's appropriations from dedicated credits by $50,000 in FY
2017 and by $75,000 in FY 2018 to account for the increase. Current dedicated credits appropriations are
approximately $230,000 per year. An increase of $50,000 in FY17 represents an increase of 22 percent; an
increase of $75,000 in FY 2018 represents an increase of 33 percent.
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DVMA ISSUES

Fee Changes

Old Fee Old Quantity New Fee New Quantity Fee Change EstRev Change
Dept of Veterans' and Military Affairs

1 Veterans’ Burial $747.00 0 $749.00 385 $2.00 $770.00
2 Coment Burial Vault $700-00 0 $0-00 0 -$700.00 -$700.00
3 Spouse/Dependent Burial $747.00 0 $749.00 "7 $2.00 $234.00

Total $304.00

The burial rate is set by the federal Veterans' Administration. The change above reflects the federal
adjustment for FY 2018.

Federal Funds

Please see the following page.
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