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SSTI

SSTI, jointly operated by the University of 
Wisconsin and Smart Growth America, 
operates in three ways:
• As a community of practice, where 

participating agencies can learn 
together.

• As a source of direct technical 
assistance.

• As a resource to the wider 
transportation community.
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Why land use?
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Why land use?

• Congestion
• Direct costs to state and local government

• Roads
• Transit
• Utilities
• Public safety

• Opportunity costs to government and private sector 
(including tax revenues)

• Emissions, water quality, heat island and other 
environmental concerns
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Why land use?

• Workforce recruitment
• Economic development
• Personal transportation costs (time and dollar)
• Quality of life
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One of many resources: smartgrowthamerica.org/resources/the-fiscal-implications-of-development-patterns-overview/



“Control” of land use
• Local land use authority

• Subdivision ordinance
• Comp plan
• Zoning 
• Parking requirements

• State and local infrastructure agencies
• Utilities
• Transportation

• Developers
• Financiers
• Businesses and households

• New
• Existing
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Policy and practice: Funding

7
vasmartscale.org



Policy and practice: Funding
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Policy and practice: Funding
The Commonwealth Capital Scorecard (2006) was part of Massachusetts' 
Commonwealth Capital Program. Massachusetts initiated the program in 2005 to 
distribute state funding for capital and infrastructure based on whether cities and 
towns were engaged in smart growth planning.

Each community received a score based on its responses. This score counted for 
30 percent of the decision on whether a community received a Commonwealth 
Capital grant and/or loan. Commonwealth Capital was a screen for $500 million in 
grants and loans annually.

Communities noted that completing the Commonwealth Capital scorecard was a 
useful exercise for determining where they were in their long-term growth 
strategy, planning, and overall direction. More than 350 cities and towns 
completed scorecards in fiscal years 2005 to 2011.
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www.epa.gov/smartgrowth/commonwealth-capital-scorecard



Policy and practice: Funding
Creating Vibrant, Walkable Communities

The Atlanta Regional Commission’s Livable Centers Initiative (LCI) is a grant 
program that incentivizes local jurisdictions to re-envision their communities as 
vibrant, walkable places that offer increased mobility options, encourage healthy 
lifestyles and provide improved access to jobs and services.

Since 2000, the LCI program has invested $201 million in 120 communities 
throughout the Atlanta region, helping pay for planning studies and the 
construction of transportation projects, such as sidewalks and intersection 
improvements, to bring those visions to life. The ARC board has allocated $314 
million through 2030 to fund transportation projects resulting from completed LCI 
studies.

The LCI program is funded with federal transportation dollars. The grants cover 
80 percent of the cost of each study or transportation project, with the recipient 
making a 20 percent match.
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atlantaregional.org/livable-centers-initiative/



Policy and practice: Mitigation

• Remove 
barriers to infill

• Charge 
developers for 
VMT, not LOS
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www.opr.ca.gov/s_sb743.php



Policy and practice: State planning requirements

• Oregon urban growth 
boundaries

• Washington urban 
growth areas

• California SB 375
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Policy and practice: Technical assistance
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www.ssti.us/2012/06/lutsam/



Policy and practice: Technical assistance
The Office of Community Transportation (OCT) gives TDOT a 
thorough understanding of local communities and the various 
transportation planning documents and policies in place. The 
office is comprised of two sections, Community 
Planning and Regional Planning. The OCT's mission is to 
coordinate the state's transportation planning, local land use 
decisions, and community visions to guide the development 
of a safe and efficient statewide transportation system.
The OCT accomplishes this mission through the following:
• Partnering with local agencies to determine appropriate 

land-use and infrastructure (or transportation facilities)
• Strengthening local partner collaboration on transportation 

decisions
• Improving communication between TDOT and local 

partners through planning efforts
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www.tn.gov/tdot/topic/longrange-oct



Policy and practice: Technical assistance (with $ and strings)
As enabled by Virginia Code § 2.2-229, the Office of Intermodal Planning and 
Investment (OIPI) of the Secretary of Transportation is offering grants for 
professional planning consultant assistance to local governments and regional 
entities to establish and support Urban Development Areas.
Urban Development Areas (UDAs) can cover a wide variety of community types, 
ranging from small town or village centers to suburban activity areas to urban 
downtowns. UDAs can help local governments and regional entities to focus 
investments and create great places that attract businesses and workers alike.
The technical assistance, in the form of direct on-call consultant support, will 
assist local governments in one or more of the following:
• plan for and designate at least one urban/village development area in their 

comprehensive plan,
• revise as appropriate applicable land use ordinances (including appropriate 

zoning classifications and subdivision ordinances) to incorporate the 
principles of traditional neighborhood design (see §15.2-2223.1 of the Code 
of Virginia),

• assist with public participation processes, and other related tasks.
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www.vtrans.org/urban_development_area_technical_assistance_grant_program.asp#whatisit



Policy and practice: TDM

16 www.wsdot.wa.gov/transit/ctr



Policy and practice: TDM
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sf-planning.org/shift-transportation-demand-management-tdm



Policy and practice: Design
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www.massdot.state.ma.us/highway/DoingBusinessWithUs/ManualsPublicationsForms/ProjectDevelopmentDesignGuide.aspx



Policy and practice: Performance measures
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planning.lacity.org/documents/policy/mobilityplnmemo.pdf



Policy and practice: General policy
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www.state.nj.us/transportation/community/mobility/pdf/smarttransportationguidebook2008.pdf



Policy and practice: General policy
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www.azdot.gov/planning/transportation-programs/complete-transportation-guidebook



Eric Sundquist
erics@ssti.us
608-265-6155

Al Biehler
adbiehler@icloud.com
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