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 Dynamic Measurement Group (DMG), the authors of DIBELS Next® and the home of 
DIBELSnet, are pleased and honored to support the state of Utah in improving reading outcomes 
for students. The purpose of DIBELS Next is to support teachers to set individual student 
learning goals, to provide feedback regarding progress toward those goals, and with that progress 
monitoring and formative evaluation to inform decisions about instruction and intervention that 
will improve reading outcomes. We advocate for an Outcomes-Driven Model to guide 
educational decisions for Response to Intervention (RTI) and Multi-Tiered Systems of Support 
(MTSS) frameworks.  

 
 We are in the process of implementing Pathways of Progress™ in DIBELSnet and 
mCLASS:DIBELS Next to improve program usage and student learning outcomes. Pathways of 
Progress are based on each individual student's initial reading skills. Students who are making 
typical progress or better (Pathway 3, 4, or 5) are making a year's growth. Although, for students 
who are below or well below benchmark at the beginning of the year, above typical progress 
may be necessary to do more than maintain their status. This year we will be providing training 
and professional development to Utah educators in using Pathways of Progress to set individual 
student learning goals.  

 



 A critical feature of Pathways of Progress is the inclusion of a highly skilled learner 
criterion based on feedback from Utah educators regarding Pathways of Progress for very high 
performing students. The fundamental idea is that these students have very high skills and 
assessments of progress may be most appropriate in out of grade level materials. Incorporating 
the highly skilled learner criterion, our new classroom Pathways of Progress report enables a 
teacher to quickly and efficiently judge the progress of all students in their class.  

 
 A change that we will be introducing in the spring of the 2017-2018 school year will be 
the Summative Growth Report. Using the Summative Growth Report teachers and schools can 
evaluate the overall effectiveness of their school-wide system of instructional support. The 
purpose of these reports and procedures is to encourage and enable a conversation within the 
school about what is working well, what areas would be targets of opportunity for improvement, 
and most importantly, what we can do to continue improving reading outcomes for all children. 

 
 Thank you for the continued opportunity to work with Utah in improving reading 
outcomes for all students.  
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