
 

    1     

Pupil TransportaƟon: Grants for Unsafe Routes 
Budget Review 

Public EducaƟon AppropriaƟons SubcommiƩee 

Office of the LegislaƟve Fiscal Analyst September 19, 2017 

Discussion Items 
Final expenditures from FY 2017 show that the majority of 
funding appropriated for the Unsafe Routes program 
remains unspent. This funding will remain as a nonlapsing 
balance in the program unƟl it is used to award grants to 
school districts or re‐directed by the Legislature. Legisla‐
tors may wish to consider the following:   

 Board staff reported that school districts expressed 
concerns about the grant award criteria and their 
inability to demonstrate need without substanƟal effort.  

 In January 2017, the Board recommended that the 
Unsafe Routes program be disconƟnued and the funding 
moved to the To & From School program.     

What is it? Why is the State involved? 
The Legislature created the Pupil TransportaƟon ‐ Grants for Unsafe Routes program during the 2016 
General Session.  School districts may apply for funding to provide busing services to certain students that 
do not qualify for state funding under the Pupil TransportaƟon ‐ To & From School program but district 
provided transportaƟon is needed “due to a health or safety concern, [where it is] dangerous for a student 
to walk” (H.B. 301, 2016 General Session). These routes are shorter than the distance requirements under 
the To & From School program, namely, 1 1/2 miles for elementary and 2 miles for secondary.        

Funding DistribuƟon 
School districts must apply to the State Board of EducaƟon 
(Board) to receive grant funding. Grant applicaƟons must 
include the following:  

DescripƟon of the unsafe route.  

 A wriƩen statement from the school district, local law 
enforcement, and the municipality or county describing 
why the route is unsafe.  

 Board rules limit the grant amount to the per mile and 
per minute funding allowances paid to school districts 
under the To & From School program.  This may limit the 
amount of funding a school district can receive under 
the program.   

 School Districts may not receive more than 85 percent 
of the cost of the unsafe route.  

No grant may exceed more than 15 percent of the 
appropriaƟon for the program, which is $75,000.  

 The State Board’s TransportaƟon Advisory CommiƩee 
reviews grant applicaƟons and recommends funding 
amounts. Only three school districts received grants in 
FY 2017. 

 Charter schools are not eligible to receive state pupil 
transportaƟon funding (53A‐1a‐513).  

LegislaƟve AcƟon 
The Legislature may wish to consider the following:  

Determine if the Unsafe Routes program should conƟnue as a categorical program, be moved to the To & From 
School program, a block‐grant program, or funding moved into the WPU Value. The Public EducaƟon AppropriaƟons 
Funding Decision Tree may be useful in this process.    


