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What is it? Why is the State involved? 
The Early Interven on programs provides funding to school districts and charter schools to support en-
hanced kindergarten programs. Most o en, the enhanced kindergarten program provides addi onal 
instruc onal hours for students. The program was created by the Legislature and first funded in FY 2012 as 
a pilot program called Op onal Extended-day Kindergarten.  

Enhanced programs must provide an academic focus on age-appropriate literacy and numeracy skills, use 
an evidence-based early interven on model, and targeted to at-risk students.  

The program is op onal to kindergarten students. The original pilot was designed to provide at least one 
enhanced kindergarten classroom in each school district.  

The Legislature also funds an Early Interven on Reading So ware program. This brief does not include the 
so ware program, a brief on this program was included in the July mee ng of the subcommi ee.   

Funding Distribu on 
 The program appropria on is divided between school 

districts and charter schools in propor on to student 
enrollment in the prior school year.  

 School districts receive a base amount equal to mul ply-
ing the WPU Value by 0.45 and then mul plying the 
result by 20. (($3,311 x 0.45 = $1,490) x 20 = $29,800) 
Any remaining funding is distributed on a propor onal 
basis using the number of students eligible to receive 
free school lunch.  

 Certain charter schools receive funding based on those 
enrolling students with the greatest need as determined 
by the State Board of Educa on in consulta on with the 
State Charter School Board.  
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Discussion Items 
 State funding for the program has remained at the 

original $7.5 million ongoing appropria on, this may 
result in the amount of state funding available per 
student decreasing as enrollment increases. 

 The base funding for school districts is ed to the WPU 
Value, but program funding is not adjusted each year 
with the changes in the WPU Value approved by the 
Legislature. Over- me, this may reduce the amount of 
funding distributed using the free lunch factor.  

 A cursory review of financial repor ng in FY 2016 shows 
that only school districts reported revenue and expendi-
ture details. As a result, the pie charts in this brief only 
show a total of $6.0 million in expenditures and $6.2 
million in revenue.     

 In fall 2016, charter school enrollment was 11% of total 
state wide enrollment (71,494 of 644,476). As a result, 
charter schools receive approximately 11%, or $825,000,  
of the program appropria on under statute. Charter 
schools enroll approximately 13.6% of Kindergarten 
students. This differen al results in the following:  

 School districts currently receive approximately $160 
per Kindergarten student where charter schools 
receive $126.  

 Adjus ng the statutory formula to base the distribu-
on of funding on Kindergarten enrollments, charter 

schools would receive approximately $1.0 million, 
resul ng in $155 per student enrolled in kindergarten 
for both school districts and charter schools.  

Without an increased appropria on, adjus ng the 
alloca on formula to use Kindergarten enrollments 
would cause a funding shi  between school districts 
and charter schools.  
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Recommended Legisla ve Ac on 
The Legislature may wish to consider the following:  

Determine if the Early Interven on program should con nue as a categorical program, be moved to a block-grant 
program, or funding moved into the WPU Value. The Public Educa on Appropria ons Funding Decision Tree may be 
useful in this process.  

 If the program remains a categorical program, the Legislature may wish to address some of the “Discussion Items” 
detailed above, namely:  

 Evaluate the impact of not adjus ng program funding for changes in enrollment.  

Direct the State Board of Educa on to develop program specific student achievement goals and performance 
metrics to facilitate program evalua on in the future.  

Direct the State Board of Educa on to work with charter schools to ensure proper repor ng of program revenues 
and expenditures.  

 Amend statute to base the alloca on of program funding between school districts and charter schools on the 
propor on of Kindergarten enrollment as opposed to total enrollment.  


