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SUMMARY 	

Over	the	years,	the	Legislature	has	authorized	a	number	of	various	tuition	waivers	through	legislation.		In	FY	2016‐
17,	the	amount	of	tuition	that	was	waived	totaled	$138.1	million,	from	a	gross	tuition	amount	of	$968.8	million.		
Institutions	use	scholarships	and	tuition	waivers	as	incentives	to	attract	students.		In	many	cases,	these	waivers	have	
bolstered	FTE	enrollments.		Many	of	the	recipients	of	the	nonresident	waivers	are	still	paying	the	resident	tuition	
portion,	but	would	likely	not	attend	a	USHE	institution	or	any	higher	education	institution	if	those	waivers	were	not	
in	place.	

Waivers	for	Resident	Students:	

Resident	Waiver	 53B‐8‐101(1)(a)	

The	president	of	each	institution	may	waive	all	or	part	of	the	tuition	in	behalf	of	meritorious	or	impecunious	resident	
students	to	an	amount	not	exceeding	10%	of	the	total	amount	of	tuition	which,	in	the	absence	of	the	waivers,	would	
have	been	collected	from	all	Utah	residents	at	the	institution.	

Tuition	Waived:	
	
University	of	Utah	 $10,107,338	
	
Utah	State	University	 8,360,875	
	
Weber	State	University	 6,842,146	
	
Southern	Utah	University	 3,285,109	
	
Utah	Valley	University	 9,091,084	
	
Snow	College	 1,044,012	
	
Dixie	State	University	 2,249,875	
	
Salt	Lake	Community	College	 2,326,410	
	
Total	 43,306,849	

	
	 	



 

 

JANUARY  10,  2018,  11:40 AM  ‐ 2 ‐  OFF ICE  OF  THE  LEGISLATIVE  F ISCAL  ANALYST 

T U I T I O N  WA I V E R S  

National	Guard	 53B‐8‐101(1)(b)	

Two	and	a	half	percent	of	the	waivers	designated	in	Subsection	(1)(a)	shall	be	set	aside	for	members	of	the	Utah	
National	Guard.		Waivers	shall	be	preserved	by	the	student	at	least	60	days	before	the	beginning	of	an	academic	
term.	

Tuition	Waived:	
	
University	of	Utah	 $194,276	
	
Utah	State	University	 250,065	
	
Weber	State	University	 141,597	
	
Southern	Utah	University	 73,699	
	
Utah	Valley	University	 213,520	
	
Snow	College	 12,784	
	
Dixie	State	University	 53,346	
	
Salt	Lake	Community	College	 24,289	
	
Total	 963,576	
	

Senior	Citizens	 53B‐9‐101(2)	

It	is	intended	that	an	institution	of	higher	education	allow	Utah	residents	who	have	reached	62	years	of	age	to	enroll	
at	the	institution,	in	classes	for	which	they	may	be	qualified,	on	the	basis	of	surplus	space	in	regularly	scheduled	
classes	and	in	accordance	with	this	chapter	and	implementing	rules.		These	persons	are	exempt	from	tuition	and	
other	charges,	except	for	a	quarterly	registration	fee	established	by	the	board.	

Tuition	Waived:	
	
University	of	Utah	 $1,926,148	
	
Utah	State	University	 12,320	
	
Weber	State	University	 154,229	
	
Utah	Valley	University	 118,558	
	
Dixie	State	University	 85,317	
	
Salt	Lake	Community	College	 226,995	
	
Total	 2,523,567	
	
	

Public	School	Teachers	 53A‐6‐104(2)(b)(ii)	

An	educator	who	is	enrolling	in	a	course	of	study	at	an	institution	within	the	state	system	of	higher	education	to	
satisfy	the	professional	development	requirements	of	Subsection	(2)(b)(i)	is	exempt	from	tuition,	except	for	a	
semester	registration	fee	established	by	the	State	Board	of	Regents.	

Tuition	Waived:	
	
University	of	Utah	 $45,920	
	
Total	 45,920	
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Mandarin	Chinese	 53A‐15‐101.5(5)	

Students	who	successfully	complete	the	concurrent	enrollment	course	offered	under	this	section	shall	receive	tuition	
reimbursement	for	a	sequential	Mandarin	Chinese	course	they	successfully	complete	at	an	institution	within	the	
state	system	of	higher	education	under	rules	made	by	the	State	Board	of	Regents	in	accordance	with	Title	63G,	
Chapter	3,	Utah	Administrative	Rulemaking	Act.	
	

Tuition	Waived:	
	
Total	 0	 	
	
	

Military	Member	Surviving	Dependents	(Scott	B.	Lundell)	 53B‐8‐107	

A	state	institution	of	higher	education	shall	waive	undergraduate	tuition	for	a	dependent	of	a	qualifying	deceased	
military	member	under	[certain]	conditions	

Tuition	Waived:	
	
University	of	Utah	 $22,641	
	
Utah	State	University	 25,988	
	
Salt	Lake	Community	College	 2,967	
	
Total	 51,596	

	

Surviving	Spouses	and	Children	of	Police	Officer	and	Firefighters	 53B‐8c‐103(1)	

A	state	institution	of	higher	education	shall	waive	tuition	for	each	child	and	surviving	spouse	of	a	Utah	peace	officer	
or	Utah	firefighter	who	has	been	killed	or	is	killed	in	the	line	of	duty.	

Tuition	Waived:	 	
	
Snow	College	 $2,314	
	
Total	 2,314	

	

Wards	of	the	State	 53A‐15‐101.5(5)	

A	state	institution	of	higher	education	shall	waive	tuition	for	each	ward	of	the	state	who	meets	[certain]	
requirements:	

Tuition	Waived:	
	 	
Total	 0	
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Purple	Heart	Recipients	 53B‐8‐101(1)(b)	

A	state	institution	of	higher	education	shall	waive	undergraduate	tuition	for	each	Purple	Heart	recipient	who	[meets	
certain	requirements]	and	a	state	institution	of	higher	education	shall	waive	graduate	tuition	as	provided	in	this	
Subsection	(2)	for	each	Purple	Heart	recipient	who	[meets	certain	requirements].		

Tuition	Waived:	
	
University	of	Utah	 $36,138	
	
Utah	State	University	 32,393	
	
Weber	State	University	 26,303	
	
Southern	Utah	University	 17,322	
	
Utah	Valley	University	 14,027	
	
Snow	College	 3,196	
	
Dixie	State	University	 7,181	
	
Salt	Lake	Community	College	 8,887	
	
Total	 145,447	
	

Athletic	Waivers	 53B‐8‐102(7)	

In	addition	to	the	waivers	of	nonresidents	tuition	under	Subsection	(6),	each	institution	may,	as	athletic	scholarships,	
grant	full	waiver	of	fees	and	nonresident	tuition,	up	to	the	maximum	number	allowed	by	the	appropriate	athletic	
conference	as	recommended	by	the	president	of	each	institution.		

Tuition	Waived:	
	 	
Total	 0	
	

Total	Waivers	for	Resident	Students	 $47,039,269	
	
	

	
Waivers	for	Non‐Resident	Students:	

Athletic	Waivers	 53B‐8‐102(7)	

In	addition	to	the	waivers	of	nonresidents	tuition	under	Subsection	(6),	each	institution	may,	as	athletic	scholarships,	
grant	full	waiver	of	fees	and	nonresident	tuition,	up	to	the	maximum	number	allowed	by	the	appropriate	athletic	
conference	as	recommended	by	the	president	of	each	institution.		

Tuition	Waived:	 	
	
University	of	Utah	 $674,520	
	
Utah	State	University	 1,743,488	
	
Weber	State	University	 1,369,839	
	
Southern	Utah	University	 845,406	
	
Utah	Valley	University	 887,539	
	
Snow	College	 347,070	
	
Dixie	State	University	 239,749	
	
Salt	Lake	Community	College	 242,940	
	
Total	 6,350,551	
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Merit	Non‐Resident	Undergraduate	 53B‐8‐101(1)(a)	

A	president	of	an	institution	of	higher	education	listed	in	Subsections	53B‐2‐101(1)(a)	through	(h)	may	waive	all	or	
part	of	the	nonresident	portion	of	tuition	for	a	meritorious	nonresident	undergraduate	student.	

Tuition	Waived:	
	
University	of	Utah	 $7,359,426	
	
Utah	State	University	 8,327,507	
	
Weber	State	University	 2,720,926	
	
Southern	Utah	University	 6,642,732	
	
Utah	Valley	University	 5,271,360	
	
Snow	College	 537,060	
	
Dixie	State	University	 298,745	
	
Salt	Lake	Community	College	 16,075	
	
Total	 31,173,831	

	
Merit	Non‐Resident	Graduate	 53B‐8‐101(4)	

A	president	may	waive	all	or	part	of	the	difference	between	resident	and	nonresident	tuition	in	th4e	case	of	
meritorious	graduate	students.	

Tuition	Waived:	
	
Utah	State	University	 $3,778,644	
	
Weber	State	University	 493,348	
	
Southern	Utah	University	 73,290	
	
Utah	Valley	University	 350,880	
	
	
Total	 4,696,162	

	
Dixie	Good	Neighbor	Waiver	 53B‐8‐104	

Dixie	State	University	may	offer	a	good	neighbor	full	waiver	of	nonresident	differential	in	tuition	rates	charges	to	
undergraduate	students	[under	certain	conditions].	

Tuition	Waived:	
	
Dixie	State	University	 0	
	
Total	 0	

	
Border	Waiver	 53B‐8‐104	

The	board	may	grant	a	scholarship	for	partial	waiver	of	the	nonresident	portion	of	total	tuition	charged	by	public	
institutions	of	higher	education	to	nonresident	undergraduate	students.	

Tuition	Waived:	
	
Utah	State	University	 $57,377	
	
Southern	Utah	University	 2,500	
	
Dixie	State	University	 75,216	
	
Total	 135,093	
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Reciprocal	Agreements	 53B‐8‐103(1)	

The	board	may	determine	when	to	grant	a	full	or	partial	waiver	of	the	nonresident	differential	in	tuition	rates	
charged	to	undergraduate	students	pursuant	to	reciprocal	agreements	with	other	states.	

Tuition	Waived:	
	
Dixie	State	University	 $151,383	
	
Total	 151,383	
	

WICHE/WUE	 53B‐8‐103(1)	

The	board	may	enter	into	agreements	with	other	states	to	provide	for	a	full	or	partial	reciprocal	waiver	of	the	
nonresident	tuition	differential	charged	to	undergraduate	students.	

Tuition	Waived:	
	 	
University	of	Utah	 $3,726,441	
	
Utah	State	University	 1,437,531	
	
Weber	State	University	 629,980	
	
Southern	Utah	University	 3,720,811	
	
Utah	Valley	University	 4,074,018	
	
Snow	College	 181,778	
	
Dixie	State	University	 1,823,886	
	
Salt	Lake	Community	College	 248,777	
	
Total	 15,843,222	
	

	

Undocumented	Utah	High	School	Graduates	 53B‐8‐106	

A student	without	lawful	immigration	status	who	has	graduated	from	high	school	after	attending	a	Utah	high	school	
for	three	or	more	years	shall	be	exempt	from	paying	the	nonresident	portion	of	total	tuition.	

Tuition	Waived:	
	 	
University	of	Utah	 $1,048,290	
	
Utah	State	University	 268,093	
	
Weber	State	University	 632,445	
	
Southern	Utah	University	 209,684	
	
Utah	Valley	University	 1,714,680	

	
Salt	Lake	Community	College	 1,648,561	
	
Total	 5,521,753	
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Foreign	National	Utah	High	School	Graduates	 53B‐8‐102(18)	

A	foreign	national	student	who	is	legally	admitted	to	the	United	States	who	has	graduated	from	high	school	after	
attending	a	Utah	high	school	for	three	or	more	years	shall	be	exempt	from	paying	the	nonresident	portion	of	total	
tuition.	

Tuition	Waived:	
	 	
University	of	Utah	 $680,598	
	
Utah	State	University	 142,140	
	
Weber	State	University	 82,419	
	
Utah	Valley	University	 243,278	

	
Salt	Lake	Community	College	 79,708	
	
Total	 1,228,143	
	

	

Nonresident	Tuition	Scholarships	 53B‐8‐104.5	

The	board	may	grant	scholarships	for	a	waiver	of	the	nonresident	portion	of	total	tuition	charged	by	public	
institutions	of	higher	education	to	nonresident	undergraduate	students	to	assist	in	maintaining	service	levels,	
promote	high	academic	aptitudes,	and	provide	an	effective	transition	to	resident	status.	

Tuition	Waived:	
	 	
University	of	Utah	 $390,401	
	
Southern	Utah	University	 542,083	

	
Dixie	State	University	 3,671,131	
	
Total	 4,603,615	

	

Alumni	Legacy	Scholarships	 53B‐8‐103.5	

The	president	of	an	institution	may	waive	an	amount	up	to	the	full	nonresident	portion	of	tuition	for	alumni	legacy	
nonresident	scholarships.		Students	qualify	if	they	enroll	at	a	USHE	institution	for	the	first	time	and	they	have	at	least	
one	parent	or	grandparent	who	graduated	with	an	associate’s	degree	or	higher	from	the	same	institution.	

Tuition	Waived:	
	 	
University	of	Utah	 $226,500	
	
Utah	State	University	 19,756,313	
	
Weber	State	University	 525,304	
	
Southern	Utah	University	 373,032	
	
Utah	Valley	University	 20,320	
	
Snow	College	 199,233	
	
Dixie	State	University	 256,939	
	
Total	 21,357,641	

	

Total	Waivers	for	Non‐Resident	Students	 $91,061,394	

	

Total	Waivers	 $138,100,663	
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In	FY	2016‐17,	USHE	institutions	waived	over	$138	million	of	tuition,	which	represents	approximately	15	percent	of	
the	adjusted	gross	tuition.		The	amounts,	by	institution,	are	shown	below.		The	percentage	to	the	right	of	the	amount	
of	tuition	waived	represents	the	portion	of	that	institution’s	adjusted	gross	tuition	that	was	waived.	

Total	Tuition	Waived:	
	 	
University	of	Utah	 $26,496,014	 (		7.9%)	
	
Utah	State	University	 44,135,357	 (23.7%)	
	
Weber	State	University	 13,618,536	 (16.0%)	
	
Southern	Utah	University	 15,785,668	 (27.6%)	
	
Utah	Valley	University	 21,999,264	 (15.3%)	
	
Snow	College	 2,327,447	 (17.1%)	
	
Dixie	State	University	 8,912,768	 (23.7%)	
	
Salt	Lake	Community	College	 4,825,609	 (		7.9%)	
	
Total	 138,100,663	 (15.0%)	
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The	following	chart	shows	the	growth	of	tuition	waivers,	by	institution,	from	2013‐14	through	2016‐17.	
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Tuition Waivers
Utah System of Higher Education

2013‐14 through 2016‐17

University of Utah Utah State University

Weber State University Southern Utah University
Utah Valley University Snow College

Dixie State University Salt Lake Community College

2013‐14 2014‐15 2015‐16 2016‐17

Univers i ty of Utah $13,360,200 $19,791,883 $22,710,508 $26,496,014

Utah State Univers i ty 29,671,500 34,744,656 41,575,334 44,135,357

Weber State Univers i ty 9,556,600 11,855,110 13,164,218 13,618,536

Southern Utah Univers i ty 6,329,000 8,779,426 13,274,411 15,785,668

Utah Va l ley Univers i ty 12,448,799 16,209,171 20,437,757 21,999,264

Snow Col lege 1,303,122 2,136,493 2,278,656 2,327,447

Dixie State Univers i ty 4,363,753 6,673,680 7,342,227 8,912,768

Sal t Lake Community Col lege 3,925,000 4,623,246 5,044,311 4,825,609

Tota l $80,957,974 $104,813,665 $125,827,422 $138,100,663

Tuition Waivers
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Using	the	published	resident	and	non‐resident	tuition	rates,	the	following	calculated	number	of	FTE	students’	tuition	
was	waived:	

	 Resident	FTE	 Non‐resident	FTE	
	
University	of	Utah	 1,664.75	 546.26	
	
Utah	State	University	 1,493.23	 1,893.90	
	
Weber	State	University	 1,553.74	 466.45	
	
Southern	Utah	University	 584.71	 651.28	
	
Utah	Valley	University	 1,949.83	 837.47	
	
Snow	College	 332.39	 108.36	
	
Dixie	State	University	 583.89	 496.76	
	
Salt	Lake	Community	College	 799.49	 198.29	
	
Total	 8,962.03	 5,198.78	
	

	
	
	


