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Water Uses Are Changing but the 
Need for Reliable Water Remains



Working with Water has its 
Perks



But we all get old



2017 Application Progress
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Application Processing 
Achievements

 Focus on processing time
 Application tracking system improvements
 Extension request processing automation
 Monthly trend graphs reflects relative performance

 Online Protest Application
 Completed indexing all scanned water right files 



Adjudication Efforts

Future Subdivisions 
(Initiated by end of the year)

Revised statute to streamline and modernize 
the water rights adjudication process.

• SB 75 (2016)
• SB 61 (Proposed 2018)

Court appointed “Special Master” in the Utah 
Lake – Jordan River Adjudication to help resolve 
the backlog of outstanding objections.

• Initial backlog of 490 objections
• Resolved over 110 within the last 24 months

Focus efforts in areas experiencing greatest 
development and increase the number of teams 
to expedite adjudication. Within the last 24 
months we’ve…

• Initiated 13 adjudications 
• Mailed over 130,000 notices
• Evaluated over 3,500 claims

By Year End:
• All of SL Valley Noticed
• Notice to 207,000 parties
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Other Adjudication Actions

 Dedicated phone to answer questions
 New online tracking application
 Helpful Video released this week
 Meeting with Forest Service to negotiate 

quantification of reserved right claims 



Site Visits      
(total per year)

Systems 
Reported

Quality of Data 
Reported

2014 10 393 ~% 50

2015 80 443 ~ 60%

2016 477 523 ~ 90%

Water Use 
Program



Water Use Reporting

 New online application in use this year
 Prompted checks of numbers
 Comparison with previous years displayed
 Input of peak use requested
 Information helpful for self audit included



Distribution Systems



Water Commissioners
 Improved Transparency - State Account
 Commissioners consistently handled as state employees
 Realtime Reporting
 Online distribution accounting models 





GW Management Actions

 Cedar City Valley – critical plan meetings
 Parowan Valley – Study published (critical)
 Malad / Bear River – Not critical area
 Goshen Valley – Study underway
 Juab Valley – Study underway
 Spanish Valley – Report done (not critical)



Questions?


