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VW Environmental Mitigation Trust
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Utah received over $35 million as part of 
a settlement with Volkswagen (VW) for 
violations of the Clean Air Act (CAA).

Department of Environmental Quality is 
responsible as the lead agency to:
• Administer funding. 
• Develop Environmental Mitigation Plan 

with eligible vehicle/equipment 
categories to fund through the 
settlement.

• Conduct public process to develop 
recommendations for Utah. 

(2017 Legislative Session: HCR 8, HB 183)
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Eligible Mitigation Actions Relevant to Utah
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Diesel Emissions Reduction Act 
(DERA) Option

Option to use the funds for actions not 
specifically identified in the settlement, 
but otherwise eligible under DERA, such 
as:

• Other diesel equipment 
replacements

• Truck stop electrification
• Locomotive idle-reduction 

technologies
• School bus idle-reduction 

technologies

Replacement or Repower
(Requires vehicles/engines to be scrapped) 

• Class 8 local freight trucks (large)
• Class 4-7 local trucks (medium)
• Class 4-8 school/shuttle/transit 

buses 
• Freight switcher locomotives 
• Airport ground support equipment 
• Forklifts

Light-duty, zero-emissions-vehicle 
supply equipment (charging stations) -  
up to 15% of allocation 
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Examples of Class 4-8 Trucks and Buses 
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DEQ Stakeholder and Public Input Process for  
the Environmental Mitigation Plan
Environmental Mitigation Plan required for beneficiaries
The Plan is intended to provide the public with a high-level overview of the eligible 
vehicle/equipment categories the State intends to fund.

DEQ established an advisory committee to provide recommendations on 
the Eligible Mitigation Action categories to fund. Committee included 
representatives from:
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• Uinta Basin
• Office of Energy Development 
• Utah Department of Health
• Utah Department of Transportation
• Utah Division of Air Quality

• Utah State Legislature
• Air-quality advocacy groups
• Local governments
• Local health departments
• Metropolitan Planning Organizations
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DEQ’s Stakeholder and Public Input Process for  
Environmental Mitigation Plan

Additional Criteria 
Suggested by Advisory 

Committee:
• Greatest impact for the lowest cost 

(i.e., emissions, health, economic, 
population exposure)

• Opportunity to leverage funds with 
other sources

• Consideration of useful life of 
vehicles/equipment (e.g., selected 
vehicles should be operational)

• Vehicles/equipment usage (miles 
driven, hours of operation)

• Impact in nonattainment areas
• Opportunities for incentives for 

emerging technologies  
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DEQ’s Stakeholder and Public Input Process for  
VW Environmental Mitigation Plan
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DEQ held a 30-day public comment period from November 1 – 30, 2017
Total comments received: 63

• Vendors promoting their own technologies
• Citizens (varied both geographically and 

content-wise)
• Advocacy groups (generally want DEQ to use 

this opportunity to promote electric 
technology

• Government (all 16 comments were from 
Cache County government agencies in favor 
of public fleet replacements)

• ~15 responses (7 advocacy groups, 4 
citizens, and 3 companies) want to use the 
full 15% for electric vehicle (EV) infrastructure

• Same comment from 82 people who 
submitted a form through one of the 
advocacy groups
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Public Comment Summary
Data from 43 online respondents. Each respondent 
could choose each eligible mitigation action that they 
would like to see funded. 

County where respondents reside
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Utah’s Selected Eligible Mitigation Action 
(EMA) Categories 

With Focus on Government Fleets

EMA Funding Percentages

Class 8 Local Freight Trucks
73.5%

(These categories are 
combined to optimize the 

VW Settlement. Final 
determinations will be 

based on projects received 
through the application 

process.)

Class 4-7 Local Freight Trucks

Class 4-8 School, Shuttle, or 
Transit Buses

Freight Switchers 0%

Airport Ground Support 0%

Forklifts > 8,000 lb. lift capacity 
(port handling equipment)

0%

Light-Duty Zero Emission Vehicle 
Supply Equipment

11%

Diesel Emission Reduction Act 
(DERA) Option

7%

Administrative Costs 8.5%

                                    Total 100%
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DEQ Timeline
• June 2018: Environmental Mitigation Plan completed, submitted to Trustee,     

and made public

• August 2018: Outreach/workshops with government fleets begin

• September 2018: Request for Applications (RFA) opens for two-month period

• November 2018: RFA closes 

• November 2018: Evaluation of projects begins

• January 2019: Successful projects identified

• February 2019: First funding request submitted by DEQ

Anticipated Five-Year Timeline
o Several months typical for new vehicle/equipment builds 
o Fleets can utilize multiple budget cycles, submit documentation, reports, 

etc.


