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Counties in Each Class by Decade
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Population History and Projections

72,298 | 265785 | 135,471 155673 .
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1,264,057 | 661,205 | 359,674] 261,560 ) 179,955 | 131,141] 72,121 | 55,546 | 53,084

1,281,471 673,188 | 364,813| 265,440 196,518 | 132,501 74,293 | 57,478 | SE,0E€

1,292,274 £97248 [ 363,757| 271,128 | 153,927 75412 | 53,282 | S 118

1,213,427 715,117 | 379,255 275,495 | 200,001 | 138,685 | 78,429

1,226,789 732,872 | 378,369 279,475 | 206,551 | 142,253 80,329 § } o | 10558
1,338,853 750595 | 382,701| 283,192 | 212,851 | 143,811 ), § 3 3 3 1,09
1,243,951 768335 285,593 | 219,018

87,605 | 52.256 | 51,523 :
1284475 823,00 89,473 | 52.912 | 52.320 . 1363 | 14752
1235472 842,115 [ 401763 91,365 | 53,501 | 53,110 | 45.652 | 43.620 ,373 | 25, 18493 | 14887
1305414 861,852 (405,045 93,258 | 54,263 | 53,358 | S0.556 | 43.961

1,317,382 882227 (410,403 95,149 | 54,940 | 54,576 | £2,420 | 44339

1,328,445 ( 902,234 (414,064 97,029 | 55,523 | =E.4c8 | £2,300 | 44726

1,323,051 820,828 | 413,417 | 212,722 : £3,242 | 45,230

1,350,243 25574 [ 429,008| 219,867 | 2787 £3,845 | 4pgag

1361082 sepase |422,607| 217,200 E 8| &7, £4,70¢ | 45,27

La717e1 | ssosm 220,088 178,510 s5e37 | esais

1,382,081 [ 3,032,832 | 237,235 222,750 177,208 s6,133 | as870

1,393,158 1,035,133 442,605 | 325,413 6. 596 6 [ se763 [ #7333

1,403,942 1,057,553 447.277 | 323,059 . . 70, 57,386 | 47,801

1414042 1,080,002 451,524 105.548| 71,065 | 71457 | 57.363 | 48.274

14250341102 643 455,532 110.788| 71,753 | 72,148 | 56,551 | 48748
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2,581 | 5,057 | &7 63,784 | 57,124 | 45,524 | 52,805 | 32.420
1685032 1,596,655 133.438| 85,528 | BA.764 | 70.273 | 57446 | 42.053 32,514 15248
1693513 [1,620.246| 544,955 134272 85,218 | 82,599 | 70.750 | 57.766 | 432,590 32,802 E 15354

ources: The State of Utah and 168 2011, Utah Population Estimates Committee; Utah’s Long-term Demographic and Economic Projections, July 1, 2017, K . Gardner Policy Institute


http://governor.utah.gov/DEA/UPEC/AllUPECData2012.07.09.xls
http://gardner.utah.edu/wp-content/uploads/Kem-C.-Gardner-County-Detail-Document.pdf
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soxeLoen N e i Counties Headed for

Change

FOCELE | ‘ Rural/Non-Rural Change Other Class Change
UINTAH 2017 Wasatch—4thto 3 class  Cache —3™to 2" class
2020 Sanpete—4thto3dclass  Emery— 5% to 4t class
2022 Utah — 2"d to 1%t class
2024 Grand — 5% to 4t class
MILLAD L 2053  Carbon — 4t to 3" class

Duchesne — 4th to 3rd class

[ - 4 2055 Tooele — 3 to 2" class
S 1
‘ 5 2057  Sevier — 4th to 3™ class
2059 Kane — 5t to 4th class
2062 Wayne — 6t to 5" class




Other States’ Classifications

e Survey of 13 states
4 states appear to not classify ’m ? T ’i‘

* Purpose of classification a " ., &

e Commonly to establish county ri\ | w
officer salaries !

 Additional purpose in Colorado to S t w %
set county fees () ,i.

- . "
* Classifications are generally based . n
on population i\ i
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Legal Considerations _

OLRGC
* Constitutional provisions * Questions to keep in mind
 Uniform operation of laws (Utah Const. Art. 1, Sec. 24) * Do the differences in population afford a
and equal protection (u.s. const. 14 Am.) rational basis for discriminating between

groups of the same natural class?

* Do the population figures, adopted as the
basis of classification, have a reasonable

_ . .. relation to the subject and purpose of the
* Guiding case law (non-binding) i J purp

e Reasonable relation to the purpose of the statute

* Must include or segregate a substantial class
(substantial difference in population)

* Must apply if and when threshold is attained
(without legislation)

 Ability to outgrow and grow into a class

» Special legislation(utah const. Art. vi, Sec. 26)




Policy Considerations _
OLRGC

* What is the purpose of classifying counties?

* Method to apply different statutory standards to counties based
on population.

* |s there reason to adjust how counties are classified?
* Change population thresholds?
e Use percentage of population rather than raw numbers?

* Change the number of classifications?

* Broaden thresholds to generally distinguish between large/medium/small
counties or rural/non-rural counties?
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