Winter Market at Rio Grande Depot

Description: Funds received from the state are used to offset rental costs of using the Rio Grande Depot
for the Winter Market. This state funding represents roughly 10% of our budget for this market.

Agency through which funds would be administered: Heritage and Arts

What is the statewide public purpose: The Winter Market offers the public the opportunity to purchase
fresh, locally grown produce year-round. Farmers and producers represent more than 10 counties in
Utah. Economic return is nearly statewide.

Amount Requested $30,000

Private Not For Profit 501C3
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Rio Grande Winter Market
Information and FAQ

e The Downtown Alliance and Urban Food Connections of Utah are currently underway on the sixth
season of the Winter Market at Rio Grande Depot. This market is held weekly on Saturdays,
starting in November and running through April 20, 2019. The market operates from 10:00 AM to
2:00 PM.

e UFCU is a 501c3 non-profit organization.

e Winter Market products include produce, grass fed meats, baked goods, dairy, eggs, honey,
packaged foods, and more from farmers and producers within a 250 mile radius of Salt Lake City.
More than half of Utah’s counties are represented at the Winter Market. The products sold at the
market come from a wide variety of producers and vendors, similar to the product mix in our
successful Summer Downtown Market.

e This market features approximately 65 vendors per event date. Five weeks of “Holiday Craft
Markets” hosted an additional 30 Art and Craft vendors.

e The Winter Market uses the Mezzanine for packaged food vendors and the back portico area for
farmers, ranchers, and food trucks.

e We hope that the Winter Market accomplishes the following: provides employment opportunities
in the food industry, acts as a center for food and nutrition education, attracts thousands of in and
out of state visitors, extends produce growing season and availability, and creates additional access
to fresh and healthy food to people of all income levels.

e The Winter Market offers farmers and ranchers a direct sales opportunities during the winter
months, increasing their economic stability and allowing them to have regular income in the off
season.

e \We believe this is an excellent opportunity for marketing and highlighting the Rio Grande Depot
and other state assets housed in this beautiful and historic building. Added foot traffic activates
the Rio Grande neighborhood, helping to mitigate some of the current challenges in the area.

e Our vendors bring in a variety of prepared and garden-grown foods. All foods are prepared in
commercially certified kitchens, and all garden produce comes directly from our growers’ facilities.

e The Winter Market has, and will continue to, provide a unique opportunity for Downtown
residents and the communities across the Wasatch Front to find local produce and goods, and to
support Utah businesses during the winter.

e This Winter Market is a stepping stone to the planned year-round Public Market, which is expected
to open within the next 3 to 5 years, and will be located in the current RDA “Station Center
District” behind the Rio Grande Depot. With the assistance of the RDA, a large capital campaign,
and our own fundraising resources, we anticipate building a custom facility to house the future
public market.

e We do not plan to use the Rio Grande Depot as the long-term Public Market facility. Instead, we
want it to become the historic heart of a thriving market district.

For more information, please contact:

Alison Einerson, Market Director | Urban Food Connections of Utah

175 E. University Blvd. (400 S.) Ste. 600, SLC, UT 84111
alison@downtownslc.org O 801.328.5070 | F 801-328-5098( C 801.673.2256
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Facts and Statistics

e Winter Market at Rio Grande hosts between 65 and 70 food producers vendors each week

® Roughly 2000 patrons shop at the Winter Market each week

e Since its inception, the Winter Market has helped four new small farms and ten new food
businesses get their start.

e By moving from a bi-weekly to a weekly market, we have doubled consumer access to fresh,
healthy local food. In addition, we have doubled sales opportunities for food producers and
farmers.

® More 30% of Winter Market shoppers come from outside of Salt Lake County, enabling
residents from a wide variety of communities to come together each weekend.

® Our goal is to increase the number of shoppers at the Market by 10% each year. We do this
through paid marketing, social media, and earned media efforts

e UFCU is a 501c3 non-profit organization.

For more information, please contact:

Alison Einerson, Market Director | Urban Food Connections of Utah

175 E. University Blvd. (400 S.) Ste. 600, SLC, UT 84111
alison@downtownslc.org O 801.328.5070 | F 801-328-5098 C 801.673.2256






