Utah Weatherization Assistance Program

Description: Administered through the Utah Workforce Services, Housing & Community Development
agency, the Utah Weatherization Assistance Program receives no state funds but operates through
federal, formula grants of approximately $2.3 million from the Department of Energy and another $7
million from other federal agencies for a total annual budget of approximately $9 million. A state
appropriation would enable the Utah Weatherization team to assist even more low-income families
achieve greater efficiencies and lower heating and lighting costs.

Purpose: Currently, Utah Weatherization has assisted approximately 51,000 homes through 2018. Data
suggests that another 140,000 homes, built mostly in the 1960s and 1970s are eligible for assistance.
See attached documents for additional information.

Governmental Entity

General Fund $1.5 million ongoing FY 2020



SUPPORT INCREASED FUNDING FOR LOW-INCOME WEATHERIZATION

SPONSOR: Representative Steve Handy

WHAT THE WEATHERIZATION ASSISTANCE PROGRAM DOES

>

>
>

The Weatherization Assistance Program (WAP) helps low-income families by improving the safety of homes
while also lowering energy costs through installing things like insulation, air sealing, efficient lighting, and
efficient furnaces and water heaters.!

Residents that own a home with income levels that are below 200% of the federal poverty line are eligible."
WAP is overseen by Utah’s Department of Workforce Services (DWS), and implemented by Utah Community
Action in Salt Lake County & the six local government associations.™

EXPANDED FUNDING IS NEEDED TO HELP MORE UTAH FAMILIES

>

>

Utah’s WAP is almost entirely supported by federal funding through the Low-Income Heating Assistance
Program (LIHEAP) and the Department of Energy’s Weatherization Assistance Program (WAP). Of the program’s
$9.1 million budget in 2019, only a very small portion comes from the State of Utah."

Current funding only allows the program to reach a portion of eligible households. Data from DWS shows that
the program reached an average of about 900 households from 2014-2016." Data suggests that over 140,000
households in Utah may be eligible for weatherization services, or 17% of all Utah households."

Greater funding could help reach up to 120 more families each year, helping to reduce the current waitlist."

WHAT THIS REQUEST CALLS FOR

>

An additional $1.5 million in annual ongoing state funding for Utah’s Weatherization Assistance Program, a 19
percent increase in its annual budget.

WEATHERIZATION IMPROVES HOUSING AFFORDABILITY, SUPPORTS LOCAL JOBS &
BENEFITS AIR QUALITY

>

>

WAP lowers energy costs for participants significantly, cutting total energy costs by 33 percent, reducing the
“energy burden” and making housing more affordable for Utah families.

WAP helps create jobs by retrofitting the homes of low-income families, opening up new work opportunities
that otherwise would not exist.

Area sources, including emissions from homes, are a growing source of air emissions along the Wasatch Front.
Homes that received weatherization services reduce natural gas consumption by 18%.""



FY2019 Utah Weatherization Funding Sources

H General Fund ®Federal Funds ® Federal Funds, One-Time M Ratepayer Credits Revenue
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" For more on what the Weatherization Assistance Program (WAP) does, see this fact sheet from the U.S. Department of Energy (DOE):
https://www.energy.gov/sites/prod/files/2018/06/f52/EERE WAP Fact%20Sheet-v2.pdf

i Eligibility is based upon family size. Renter-occupied housing is eligible under some circumstances. More information is available here:
https://www.utahca.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/Weatherization-Income-Guidelines-2018-1.pdf.

i Information on the Utah Weatherization Assistance Program is available here: https://jobs.utah.gov/housing/scso/wap/how.html

v Based on Compendium of Budget Information (COBI) data for FY 2019 (Revised Appropriation).
https://le.utah.gov/Ifa/cobi/cobi.html?cobilD=1475&tab=financialsTab&year=2019

v Email exchange with staff of Utah Department of Workforce Services, September 2018.

Vi U.S. Census’s American Community Survey (ACS) data from 2012-2016 shows that there are 153,349 owner-occupied households with incomes less than
$35,000 per year. This is not a precise figure, but a rough estimate of eligible households who would qualify for services. That number may either be slightly
high or slightly low based upon household size and number who have already received services, but serves as useful information to compare households
served with the eligible population. https://factfinder.census.gov/faces/tableservices/jsf/pages/productview.xhtml?src=CF. Figures on owner-occupied
households from State of Utah Dept. of Workforce Services, “Affordable Housing Assessment,” 2017, p. 73:
https://jobs.utah.gov/housing/publications/documents/affordablehousingreport.pdf

Vi This is based on conversations with Utah DWS staff using an estimate of $8,900 per home.

Vil J.S. DOE Weatherization Fact sheet.
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