
ABOUT PUBLIC GUARDIAN
What is Guardianship & Conservatorship
Guardianship and conservatorship is the legal authority to make decisions for an individual or their property 
when they cannot make those decisions for themselves  

What We Do 
(OPG ACT - Utah Statute 62A-14-101-111)

Provide guardianship and conservatorship services for 
adults: 

• With no immediately identifiable appropriate or 
willing family member or similar connection

• Who are unable to make life decisions due to 
aging-related illness, intellectual disabilities, 
traumatic brain injuries and/or mental illness

• Who are in life threatening situations and need a 
decision maker

Educate the community, seek less restrictive 
alternatives and make consistent efforts to locate/
reunite individuals with family

Investigate cases to determine eligibility

Conduct guardianship assessments and assist in 
guardianship court process and requirements 
(Rule 6-501)

Eligibility (Rule 549) 

Individuals are considered for services in this order of 
priority: 

1. Those in life threatening situations*

2. Those experiencing abuse, neglect or 
exploitation 

3. Those at risk of abuse, neglect or exploitation
*Current resources allows for services only in life threatening 
situations                                                                                                   

Increasing Demand 
Need for guardianship services is increasing due to:

• The increase in our aging population and longer 
life expectancies, are leaving more older adults 
living alone in the community

• Parents of children with a disability or severe 
medical condition are aging or passing away

• Increased incidents and reporting of abuse, 
neglect and exploitation of vulnerable adults 

• Complex family dynamics, and the trend of 
families living further away from one another

Funding Request

OPG Demand Comparison

1- FTE Guardian $98,000
Contract Rate Increase $32,000

$130,000

Funding Est. Breakdown
   State General Fund $79,300
   Federal Title XIX $50,700
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