
Student and School Safety
Assessment Bill: HB-120

Rep. Ray Ward in 
Coordination with 
Utah School Safety 
Advisory Committee 

HOW

• Request for $30 million ongoing funds to increase mental
health and school safety personnel and $66 million to increase
structural safety measures for all students.

• Create school teams to provide collaborative systems of
support to decrease risk behavior/situations.

• The Department of Substance Abuse and Mental Health
(DSAMH), Department of Public Safety (DPS), and Utah State
Board of Education (USBE) will facilitate state-wide
coordination of training, resources, and best-practices to meet
school safety needs.
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• Increase parent and community engagement in school safety
efforts.

• Connect at-risk and struggling youth with mental health
services and resources.

• Promote school connectedness through restorative practices
to reduce bullying in schools; lower levels of student
victimization and generating more favorable learning
environments.

• Establish a problem-solving approach to prevent incidents
of violence; such as school shootings and suicides.

• Reduce school suspensions and other disciplinary events.

Eight Conditions for School Safety Plan

1. Establishing a positive and supportive school culture

2. Attending to school-based mental health

3. Securing the building, grounds, and transportation

4. Screening, training, and supporting school staff

5. Mitigating student safe school violations

6. Providing digital safety measures

7. Developing community prevention and response partnerships

8. Crisis and emergency response protocol
i. Natural disasters
ii. Emotional distress/behavior intervention
iii. School violence

Approximately 1 in 5 students

in Utah report being bullied at 

school within the last 12 months 
Community Survey 2017

Approximately 19% of Utah 
youth aged 10-17 considered 
or planned suicide & 8.6% 

reported a suicide attempt in 
the past year 

Prevention Needs
Assessment survey
2015

Utah State Board of Education February 2019

STATS

DEC 2018
2056 Chats

1325 Tips

An increase 
from Dec 2017 

where 1196 
chats and 540 

tips were 
received

Current SafeUT 
downloads reach 

over 100K as of 
Jan 2019

100% Participation in all public 
high schools and middle schools



Safe and Healthy Schools

Purpose: To ensure physical and emotional safe school environments for all students through an 
increase in construction and technological improvements and also emotional/behavioral supports.

Utah State Board of Education February 2019

Funding
Local Education Agencies Utah State Board of Education Other Agencies

$30 Million - Ongoing
Funding for mental health and 
school safety personnel through 
a USBE determined distribution 
model, based on an estimated 
$55,000 per LEA

$66 Million - One-Time
Funding for LEA building safety 
improvements distributed as a 
formula funded qualified 
award by the State Board to 
LEAs through a base plus 
calculation to ensure equitable 
distribution

$1.05 Million - One-Time
USBE will procure or create an 
Intervention and Resources Technology 
Tool. This will aggregate over 50 
data points currently required by 
legislation

$415,000 - Ongoing
Technology tool support, continual 
iteration, improvement of the program, 
and USBE staffing

$65,000 - One-Time
School Safety technical assistance for 
plan development, materials,  and 
curriculum 

$150,000 - Ongoing

School Public Safety Law 
Enforcement Liaison hired by the 
Department of Public Safety

$150,000 - Ongoing
School-based Mental Health 
Specialist to be hired by Division 
of Substance of Abuse and 
Mental Health

Performance Measures

Creating a statewide intervention and resources tool to determine the current baseline for safety in 
Utah schools and provide comprehensive supports across agencies (USBE, DSAMH, & DPS)

Implementation goals will include increasing student access to social and emotional support personnel

Improvements on local goals for student safety that will be determined by each LEA

Timeline

First meeting 
of Utah 

School Safety 
Program
(Monthly)
Jan 2019

Feb 2019
School Climate/ 
Safety Survey 
distributed to 

school 
administrators

Hire USBE 
School Safety 
Data Analyst

(Pending 2019 
Funding)
May 2019

May 2019
Virginia Threat 

Assessment 
Training for Utah 

Trainers

Create a Utah 
Safety and 

Support Team 
Framework

Jul 2019

Aug 2019
Train LEAs on 

Utah Safety and 
Support Team 

Model

Create USBE 
Board Rule for 

Safe and 
Healthy Schools

Sept 2019

Sept 2019
Funding 

distributed for 
LEA Mental 
Health and 

School Safety 
Personnel

Funding 
distributed to 

LEAs for 
building safety 
improvements

Sept 2019

Jul 2020
Implementation 

of the Safety 
and Support 

Teams

Host Utah 
K-12 School 

Safety 
Conference 
(Annually)
Oct 2020

Train LEAs 
on the 

Technology 
Tool

Jul 2021

Jul 2019-2021
Creation of  

Intervention and 
Resources 

Technology Tool

school safety 
personnel through 
a USBE deter-
mined distribution 
model, based on 
an estimated $50K 
per LEA
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