Utah Down Syndrome Foundation and One Utah Family
Speak Out

“I wish there was no need, but until we are willing to embrace
Finn’s diffrence, just as we accept and embrace so many other
differences, we need this law to protect individuals with Down
syndrome from discrimination - to ensure that they have the right to
simply exist.“ Amber Merklev

“The second, and in my view, perhaps the most important part, of
this bill hasn't been discussed enough. It's not quite as sensational
so it's being overlooked. It addresses the need for accurate, fair
and balanced information/support at the time a probable diagnosis
is delivered. And that educational/support piece would be life-
changing for expectant parents.” Justin Merkley

As we've moved through our journey with
Finneas, we have become softer, kinder,
more compassionate and accepting of all
sorts of differences. Finn has brought a
“richness” to our lives that | doubt we would
have found without him. We have our fair
share of challenges, but we have extra love
to meet them.

"Individuals with Down syndrome are sons and daughters, brothers and sisters, aunts
and uncles, cousins and friends, neighbors and co-workers, and valued members of their
communities. They deserve all of the protections afforded by this nation's founding
principles. The unalienable rights of life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness, without
regard to abilities, are fundamental to our society's existence. All who believe these
principles should support the proposed legislation regarding non-discrimination for
individuals with Down syndrome. This bill simply prohibits the termination of life by
abortion based on decisions made without a full understanding of and experience with
individuals who have Down syndrome. We strongly support this proposed legislation and
advocate the protections it offers."

The Utah Down Syndrome Foundation Board of Directors
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