What is JPEC?

The Judicial Performance Evaluation Commission was established by state
statute in 2008. Its goals are:

v

v

v

;\30 are the JPEC commissioners?

/ Partisan balance is required.

To provide voters with valid information about each judge’s performance so
they may make informed decisions in judicial retention elections;

To provide judges with useful feedback about their performance so they may
become better judges and thereby improve the quality of the judiciary; and
To promote public accountability of the judiciary while ensuring that it
continues to operate as an independent branch of government.

JPEC evaluates all judges
in Utah, including: ;
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v' JPEC’s 13 volunteer commissioners are social workers,
accountants, retired educators, lawyers, and community
leaders who donate their time to a careful evaluation of
the data collected on each judge.

v Commissioners are appointed by Governor Gary R. Herbert,
the Utah Legislature, and the Utah Supreme Court.

v' By law, half of the appointments may be attorneys. \

Judicial Performance Evaluation Commission
P.C. Box 142330
Salt Lake City, Utah 84114
judges.utah.gov

UTAH JUDICIAL PERFORMANCE
EVALUATION COMMISSION
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JPEC 2020 Report to the Community

What are Justice Court Judges?

Justice court judges are municipal or county judges in Utah. Historically, they
were known as justices of the peace. Some, but not all of them, are lawyers.
Justice court judges preside over limited jurisdiction courts, which hear the
following cases:

e traffic cases, infractions, and violations of ordinances;

e (Class B and C misdemeanor cases; and

e small claims cases.

Justice court judges are appointed through a merit selection process
conducted by the municipality or county. Appointees must complete training
and be certified by the Utah Judicial Council. Justice court judges serve six-
year terms of office and stand for retention elections in a process similar to
state court judges.
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Justice Court Judges by Utah Judicial District
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