
President Ruth V. Watkins
Higher Ed Appropriations Subcommittee | Feb. 10, 2020



Our Progress
Historic graduation rates, major faculty awards, 
and sponsored project awards

60% Graduation Rate

654 Major Faculty Awards

$388M Sponsored Project Awards

80% Graduation Rate

1,200 Major Faculty Awards

$650M Sponsored Project Awards

2013

2018

2023

70% Graduation Rate

928 Major Faculty Awards

$515M Sponsored Project Awards

The University of Utah 
is NOW recognized as 
one of America’s 
leading research 
universities



AAUPublics:
Tuition & Fees (2019)

Best Public 
Universities 2020

1.University of California, Los Angeles
4.     University of California, Berkeley
7.University of Washington
33.   University of Utah
35.   University of Arizona
40.   University of Colorado Boulder
43.   Washington State University (t)
59.Arizona State University
62.University of Oregon (t)
82.   Oregon State University (t)

Wall Street Journal/Times Higher Education
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SB 61
Passed

Engineering Degrees Granted
SB 61 : Increase the number of engineering and computer 
science graduates to advance the “well-being of the State 
and its citizens.”

2012

2013

2014

2015

2016

2017

2018

STEMDegrees Awarded

University of Utah Other USHE institutions combined

2,245

2,106

1,880

1,630

1,678

1,280

1,425

2,310

2,217

1,992

1,829

1,768

1,592

1,553

4,555

4,323

3,872

3,459

3,446

2,872

2,978

The University of 
Utah produces half 
of all STEM 
degrees awarded in 
the State of Utah 
by public 
institutions



Master of Software 
Development

NEW!

Pluralsight
Data streaming infrastructure 

engineer

William
Nursery sales

Ted
National Security Agency

L3Harris Technologies
Software engineer

Junchen

Microsoft
Software engineer

Sydney
Chemistry teacher

Broadcom Inc.
R&D software engineer

The College Completion Summit
Sept. 30-Oct. 1, 2019



Grad Rate Trends, 2008-2018
Average trend (% pts) for doctoral-granting institutions

The U has increased the 

grad rate from 51% to 70% 

over the past decade

6-year graduation rate. Source: IPEDS
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Summit
Attendees

University of
Utah

For Utah Scholarship announcement 
at Granger High School



Educational 
Partnerships

• Dixie State University

• Salt Lake Community 
College



Total
Sponsored
Research Project
Awards

In the past fiscal year, the University of 
Utah received more thana half billion 
dollars in new awards for sponsored 
research activities

$417 M$438 M$459 M
FY 2015FY 2016FY 2017

$515 M
FY 2018

$547M
FY 2019



Uof U Health Patient Visits

2014201520162017

1,278,715

1,327,741

1,542,706

1,692,348

1,812,002

1,906,043
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Top 10 in 
Patient Care



REACHING OUR PATIENTS



The U has invested in 
environmental health & safety 
in partnership with the Rocky 
Mountain Center for 
Occupational and 
Environmental Health

USHE
Student Safety 
Forum



Energy cost/use
Lowest total energy use and cost in past nine years despite 26% growth 
in building square footage

Value 
Engineering 
Savings

• Robert H. &  Katherine B. Garff 
Business Building —$6 million

• Carolyn and Kem Gardner 
Commons —$7 million

• Kathryn F. Kirk Center for 
Comprehensive Cancer Care and 
Women’s Cancers —$2.5 million

• Ken Garff Performance Zone at 
Rice-Eccles Stadium —$3 million 
in avoided costs

= $18.5M



Programs 
Ended
• EdD, Parks, Recreation & Tourism 

• Graduate program, Environmental 
Engineering 

• Teaching minor, National Criminal 
Justice Academy & Coaching 

•  MA, Geography

• Teaching composite, Social 
Science

• M. Phil, Neurobiology & Anatomy 

Economic Significance
The University of Utahand its associated entities have a significant role inUtah’s economy

Earnings associated
with the U’s operations in FY2019

Total direct, indirect 
and induced earnings

Estimated indirect
and induced earnings

$2.7billion$1.9billion$4.6billion

Source:KemC.GardnerPolicyInstitute



Our Priorities

• Performance Funding

• Compensation

• Research University 
Costs

• Stewart Building for 
Applied Sciences

The Stewart Building for Applied Sciences




