Behavioral Health Workforce Reinvestment Proposal
SUMMARY

Behavioral Health Student Development

1. Master’s Level Social Work Education Expansion
Increase the capacity at Utah State University, University of Utah, and Utah Valley
University to enroll and educate an additional 180 MSW-level students on an on-going

basis.
$1,340,500 — Ongoing

2. Psychiatric Mental Health Nurse Practitioner
a. Expand capacity of the University of Utah’s College of Nursing Psychiatric Mental
Health Nurse Practitioner program by 4 students per year.
b. Expand capacity of UofU PMHNP to provide telehealth consultation to rural Utah

for medication management.

c. Expand counseling and medication management services to under-served
populations at South Main Street Clinic.

d. Use both the telehealth clinic and South Main Street Clinic as practicum/training
sites for PMHNP students for competency in medication management and
telehealth delivery of medication management to rural Utah.

$109,000 - One time
$510,281 — Ongoing
Behavioral Health Student Tuition/Loan Repayment

All of Utah’s graduating master’s level degree, or higher, students who commit to work in Utah
for three years, post-graduation, at a public facility or program (or a contracted public program
providers) would receive a $10,000 tuition. All of Utah is considered an under-served area for
behavioral/mental health. Degree/programs would include: APRN, MSW, MFT, and CMHC —all
requiring licensure by the state of Utah to practice. Utah’s institutions of higher education
produce or will produce about 311 graduate-level students in behavioral health fields per year.
This proposal is designed to keep these students in Utah post-graduation to work with Utah’s
public agencies like: Department of Corrections, county mental health, county jails, Department
of Human Services, Departrhent of Health among others. Program would be administered
through the existing Utah Department of Health’s Office of Primary are and Rural Health.

$3,110,000 — Ongoing
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The program will produce an additional 180 MSW students and 4 additional psychiatric
mental health nurse practitioner students over the coming 2-3 years. This will expand the
telehealth consultation to rural Utah for medication management.

The loan repayment program will help Utah retain the students that are currently graduating
and future graduates to remain within our underserved population and will incentivize a
long-term workforce solution.

Utah has a critical shortage of mental health providers and the mental health industry has
difficulty of retaining the graduates of the programs because other states are able to offer
higher wages. This initiative will increase the number of students graduating from these
programs and will incentivize those students to work within the public behavioral health
system for three years after graduation.

USAAV+ Council members have worked with the participating universities which will
implement the expansion of the programs and inform the students of the loan repayment
program through the Department of Health Primary Care and Rural Health Office.

The program’s success will be measured by the number of additional students and the
expansion of the MSW and PMHNP students enrolled in those programs.
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