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SUMMARY 	

The University of Utah Neuropsychiatric Institute (UNI) is a component of the University of Utah Hospitals and 
Clinics (UUHC).  UNI offers mental and behavioral health services and patient-centered care to treat all aspects of the 
individual essential to achieving balance in mental health.  

UNI is also home to the SafeUT application.  The Utah Legislature created the statewide School Safety and Crisis Line 
in 2015 (SB0175).  The app has the following capabilities: 

 Tips - Concerns (weapons, bullying, self-harm, drugs etc.) that are immediately sent to both SafeUT staff and 
the school to evaluate; 

 Chat - Therapeutic dialogue through texting with a SafeUT Licensed Crisis Worker; and 

 Call – Therapeutic dialogue through a phone conversation with a SafeUT Licensed Crisis Worker. 

In addition to SafeUT, UNI provides Crisis line, Warmline, and Mobile Crisis Outreach Team services 24/7 out of its 
Crisis Contact Center in Downtown Salt Lake City. 

In 2019, the Office of the Legislative Auditor General released an audit report on UNI that can be found here: 

https://le.utah.gov/audit/19_02rpt.pdf 

The audit included a number of recommendations related to the Institute and the programs that it administers.  For 
this Committee’s consideration, the Analyst recommends a number of reallocations of funding for the SafeUT 
program.   

As the chart below shows (Appendix from the audit report), over the past 5 fiscal years, the funding for the SafeUT 
app and its support has increased quickly and we recommend gathering all of these costs together into the SafeUT 
Operations line item at the University of Utah: 
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These reallocations would allow the Legislature to have a better picture of the operational expenditures for the app 
in making future policy decisions. 

RECOMMENDATIONS 	 	 	 	 	

The Analyst recommends the following reallocations: 

 $150,000 from the UofU Education and General line item and transfer it to the UofU SafeUT Operations line 
item (SB 175, 2015 GS); 

 $550,000 from the UofU Education and General line item and transfer it to the UofU SafeUT Operations line 
item (SB 2, 2017 GS); and 

 $175,000 from the UofU Education and General line item and transfer it to the UofU SafeUT Operations line 
item (HB 2, 2018 GS). 

The Analyst also recommends including intent language in the final appropriations bill directing the University of 
Utah to report on funds transferred from the Department of Human Services, Department or Health, or the State 
Board of Education to the SafeUT program to show the complete picture of funds available for App support.  Final 
language to this effect will be included in the motions packet in our last meeting. 

 

 


