HB 362 - Overdose Reporting Amendments

Bill Sponsor: Carol Spackman Moss

The term “911 Good Samaritan Law” refers to local or state legislation that may provide overdose
victims and/or overdose bystanders with limited immunity from drug- related criminal charges and
other criminal or judicial consequences that may otherwise result from calling first responders to the
scene. The scope of 911 Good Samaritan Laws varies across U.S. states, but each is written with the
goal of reducing barriers to calling 911 in the event of an overdose.

Good Samaritan Laws are most
effective when:

Why this strategy works

Frequently, individuals who witness an

O\ferdOSE have been USing OpIOidS themselves. = |mmun|ty is extended to a" bvstanders on

Calling 911 for an overdose victim is an
inherently risky thing for such bystanders to
do. Emergency medical services are often
accompanied by the police, and police have
the discretion to execute warrants, search the
premises, and arrest bystanders for drug-
related charges that are coincidental to the
overdose emergency at hand. When facing the
risk of arrest, detention, prosecution, and
potentially prison time, bystanders are forced
to weigh their own wellbeing against the
wellbeing of the person who is in crisis in front
of them.

By providing limited immunity from drug
charges arising from evidence found at the
scene of an overdose, 911 Good Samaritan
Laws defuse this conflict, allowing a bystander
to seek emergency care for an overdose victim
without putting themselves at risk of arrest.

the scene, not only to the individuals in
crisis and the individual who called 911.
Bystanders are protected from parole
violations and warrant searches in addition
to receiving immunity form criminal
charges. Any perceived risk to the freedom
or safety of the bystanders reduces the
probability that 911 will be called.

Police officers and other first responders
are well informed as to their liabilities and
responsibilities when responding to an
overdose as outlined in their state’s 911
Good Samaritan Law and other state and
local regulations.

People who use drugs are well informed
about the 911 Good Samaritan Law and
have reason to trust that those protections
will be consistently afforded to them when
they call 911.

The hospital experiences of people who
use drugs are strengthened and improved.
Individuals in crisis will not call for
emergency care if they don’t want to be
transported to the hospital due to previous
maltreatment.
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