The Research

Something to Shout About: New Research Shows that More Librarians Means
Higher Reading Scores!?

The September 2011 cover story of the School Library Journal featured an examination of the relationship of
Nation Center for Educatio

n Statistics (NCES) nationwide data for states on school librarian positions and National Assessment of
Education Progress (NAEP) reading scores for grade 4. The analysis found that between 2005 and 2009, states
that gained school librarian positions experienced larger increases and no decreases in reading scores, while
states that lost librarians experienced smaller increases or decreases in reading scores. These findings held—
and were often more dramatic—across subgroups including race/ethnicity, poverty, and English language
learner status.

Schools in states that gained librarians between 2005 and 2009 had significantly higher increased in fourth-
grade reading scores than schools in states that lost librarians.
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School Library Impact Studies Summarized?

“Quality school library programs impact student achievement. Since the 1990’s when standardized tests
became a major indicator of student learning, numerous studies have been conducted to confirm the
educational gains that school library programs provide in student learning. The most universal finding is the

presence of full-time, certified school librarians and appropriate support staff who implement a quality, school

integrated program of library services.

“A body of research known as the ‘school library impact studies’ that includes 23 [25 states by 2018] states
and one Canadian province confirms these basic findings. While most studies examined student standardized
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