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COVID-19: Problematic Statutes



Problematic statutes during an emergency

Transactions in an emergency

• General fund balance limitations do not provide flexibility during an emergency 
(UCA 10-6-116)

• Tentative budget deadlines in May occurred during COVID-19 uncertainty (UCA 
10-5-107; 10-6-111)

• Public officers must deposit public funds no less than every 3 banking days even if 
officers or institutions are not open due to an emergency (UCA 51-4-2)

• City treasurers must receive all payable public funds within 3 days after collection 
and record even if offices are closed due to an emergency (UCA 10-6-141)

• The Uniform Electronic Transactions Act doesn’t seem to negate the need for a 
“wet” signature directly on a plat before recording (UCA 10-9a-604) 

• Remote notary requirements are onerous (UCA 46-1-3.6)

• State requirements that an individual appear in person to receive government 
services is difficult during an emergency



Problematic statutes during an emergency

GRAMA and OPMA in an emergency

• The “extraordinary circumstances” described in UCA 63G-2-204 that 
extend a government entity’s GRAMA response time does not 
contemplate COVID-19 circumstances.

• The OPMA anchor location requires facilitating an electronic meeting 
in part at the location where the public body normally meets and that 
space is provided at that location for public to attend. (UCT 52-4-207)

• OPMA requires making meeting minutes available to the public at the 
entity’s office, which is difficult when an emergency requires staff to 
stay at home, and also includes approval/posting deadlines that can 
be difficult in an ongoing emergency. (UCA 52-4-203)



#CitiesWork: Creative Problem 
Solving



#CitiesWork

• Cities quickly moved to on-line meetings, using dedicated email 
and chats for public input

• Offices created document quarantine procedures and moved to 
online appointments to keep business going

• South Jordan held a reverse parade

• Eagle Mountain held virtual activities for their Pony Express Days

• Orem/Provo teamed up with the state library system for virtual 
story time

• City services delivered meals to seniors and conducted phone 
check-ins

• Virtual 5ks, antique car cruises, multi-city firework celebration

• Drive-in movies



Fiscal Outlook



COVID19 Critical Concerns 
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March 2020 Sales Tax Distribution
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Sales Tax Revenue Estimates: 63 Cities 



COVID19 Fiscal Impacts 

Source: Kem C. Gardner Institute Source: Utah Department of Workforce Services 


