
 
 

Authority of the Department of Health 

UCA Code: 

26-1-10.  Executive director -- Enforcement powers. 
     The executive director is empowered to issue orders to enforce state laws and rules 
established by the department except where the enforcement power is given to a committee 
created pursuant to Section 26-1-7. 

26-1-30.  Powers and duties of department. 
     The department shall exercise the following powers and duties, in addition to other powers 
and duties established in this chapter: 

(3) promote and protect the health and wellness of the people within the state; 
5) investigate and control the causes of epidemic, infectious, communicable, and other 

diseases affecting the public health; 
(6) provide for the detection, reporting, prevention, and control of communicable, infectious, 

acute, chronic, or any other disease or health hazard which the department considers to be 
dangerous, important, or likely to affect the public health; 
 

26-6-3.  Authority to investigate and control epidemic infections and communicable disease. 
 
(1) The department has authority to investigate and control the causes of epidemic infections 

and communicable disease, and shall provide for the detection, reporting, prevention, and 
control of communicable diseases and epidemic infections or any other health hazard 
which may affect the public health. 

 
26-23-3.  Violation of public health laws or orders unlawful. 
     It shall be unlawful for any person, association, or corporation, and the officers thereof: 
(1) to willfully violate, disobey, or disregard the provisions of the public health laws or the 

terms of any lawful notice, order, standard, rule, or regulation issued thereunder; or 

(2) to fail to remove or abate from private property under the person's control at his own 
expense, within 48 hours, or such other reasonable time as the health authorities shall 
determine, after being ordered to do so by the health authorities, any nuisance, source of 
filth, cause of sickness, dead animal, health hazard, or sanitation violation within the 
jurisdiction and control of the department, whether the person, association, or corporation 
shall be the owner, tenant, or occupant of such property; provided, however, when any 
such condition is due to an act of God, it shall be removed at public expense; or 
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(3) to pay, give, present, or otherwise convey to any officer or employee of the department any 
gift, remuneration or other consideration, directly or indirectly, which such officer or 
employee is forbidden to receive by the provisions of this chapter; 

(4) to fail to make or file reports required by law or rule of the department relating to the 
existence of disease or other facts and statistics relating to the public health. 

26-23-6.  Criminal and civil penalties and liability for violations. 
 
(1) (a) Any person, association, or corporation, or the officers of any of them, who violates any 

provision of this chapter or lawful orders of the department or a local health 
department in a criminal proceeding is guilty of a class B misdemeanor for the first 
violation, and for any subsequent similar violation within two years, is guilty of a class A 
misdemeanor, except this section does not establish the criminal penalty for violation of 
Section 26-23-5.5. 

(b) Conviction in a criminal proceeding does not preclude the department or a local health 
department from assessment of any civil penalty, administrative civil money penalty or 
to deny, revoke, condition, or refuse to renew a permit, license, or certificate or to seek 
other injunctive or equitable remedies. 

 

(2) Any person, association, or corporation, or the officers of any of them, who violates any 
provision of this title or lawful orders of the department or a local health department, or 
rules adopted under this title by the department: 
(a) shall be assessed, in a judicial civil proceeding, a penalty not to exceed the sum of 

$10,000 per violation; or 

(b) in an administrative action in accordance with Title 63G, Chapter 4, Administrative 
Procedures Act, or similar procedures adopted by local or county government, a penalty 
not to exceed the sum of $10,000 per violation. 

 

(3) Assessment of any civil penalty or administrative penalty does not preclude the department 
or a local health department from seeking criminal penalties or to deny, revoke, impose 
conditions on, or refuse to renew a permit, license, or certificate or to seek other injunctive 
or equitable remedies. 

(4) In addition to any penalties imposed under Subsection (1), the person, association, or 
corporation, or the officers of any of them is liable for any expense incurred by the 
department in removing or abating any health or sanitation violations, including any 
nuisance, source of filth, cause of sickness, or dead animal. 

(5) Each day of violation of a provision of this title, lawful orders of the department or a local 
health department, or rules adopted by the department under it is a separate violation. 
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