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REDUCE THE RISK OF WILDFIRE!



Wildfire Risk Reduction Goals
as found in 65A-8-103 and the National Cohesive Strategy 

Improving wildfire prevention, preparedness and 
mitigation through:

• Restoring and maintaining landscapes

• Creating fire-adapted communities

• Improving wildfire response



Mitigating Catastrophic Wildfire in Utah

Wildfire
Risk Assessment

(UWRAP)

Wildland Fire
Policy
(CWS)

Catastrophic
Wildfire

Reduction
Strategy
(CatFire)

Watershed
Restoration

Initiative
(WRI)



Mitigating Catastrophic Wildfire in Utah

Wildfire
Risk Assessment

(UWRAP)

Wildland Fire
Policy
(CWS)

Catastrophic
Wildfire

Reduction
Strategy
(CatFire)

Watershed
Restoration

Initiative
(WRI)

Shared
Stewardship



Mitigating Catastrophic Wildfire in Utah

Wildfire
Risk Assessment

(UWRAP)

Wildland Fire
Policy
(CWS)

Catastrophic
Wildfire

Reduction
Strategy
(CatFire)

Watershed
Restoration

Initiative
(WRI)

Shared
Stewardship



Watershed Restoration Initiative
• Landscape scale
• Watershed and land health
• Multiple benefits (wildlife habitat, fire mitigation, sage grouse, etc.)

WRI helps meet the wildfire risk reduction goal of 
“restoring and maintaining landscapes.”
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Catastrophic Wildfire Reduction Strategy

“…develop a comprehensive and systematic strategy to reduce the size, intensity and 
frequency of catastrophic wildland fire in Utah…”

Governor Herbert,

following the 2012 fire season



CatFire Recommendations

1. Statewide Coordination of Mitigation Resources

2. Catastrophic Fire Reduction Fund

3. Regional Collaborative Working Groups to Prioritize 
Needs

4. Technical Committees to Address Specific Statewide 
Concerns

5. Adopt Key National Cohesive Strategy 
Recommendations

6. Increase Public Understanding and Participation

7. Report Annually to Governor and Legislature
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Wildland Fire Statutes



Wildland Fire Policy

• The State assumes suppression costs of 
large and extended-attack wildland fires 
on all lands other than federal;

• In exchange, local government provides 
effective initial attack and implements 
prevention, preparedness and mitigation 
activities that reduce wildfire risk.
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Brian

Cooperative Wildfire System
• Coordination with Local Government
• Identification of Threat and Risk
• Annual Participation Commitment

CatFire
• Planning CatFire Projects
• Prioritizing CatFire Funding
• Tracking Project Progress
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Utah Shared Stewardship
   

 
 
 
 

AGREEMENT FOR SHARED STEWARDSHIP 
Between 

THE STATE OF UTAH 
And the 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
FOREST SERVICE 

INTERMOUNTAIN REGION 
 

This agreement for Shared Stewardship is hereby made and entered into by and 
between the State of Utah (State) and the United States Department of Agriculture 
Forest Service (Forest Service). 

Introduction 

The State of Utah and the U.S. Department of Agriculture, Forest Service have 
developed mutual commitments to advance Shared Stewardship in Utah.  This 
document supports the national vision and framework for Shared Stewardship. These 
mutual commitments developed jointly by the State and the Forest Service adapt 
Shared Stewardship to Utah’s unique conditions and environment. This document 
stands as an enduring model of the relationships and mutual commitments agreed upon 
that will persist over time. 

It is agreed that this document does not serve as an authorizing tool. The State and the 
Forest Service will rely on all available authorities to implement priority projects 
(including, but not limited to, Good Neighbor Authority, Farm Bill Authorities, 
Cooperative Forestry Assistance Act). Specific authorities for actions will be identified 
prior to project implementation and development. 



Utah Shared Stewardship
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“From Utah today has come one of the 
most progressive state programs for 

coping with exurban settlement and fire.”

Stephen Pyne
To the Last Smoke, v. 6, The Interior West: A Fire Survey
2018



Utah Division of Forestry, Fire 
and State Lands
Brian Cottam, Director/State Forester

801-538-5504 briancottam@utah.gov

www.ffsl.utah.gov


