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Educational Resource or Exploitation?





We Can Pave The Way For Other States! 



Some Results of the Petition and Survey 

Bethany said, “My children have been exposed to pornography in the 
classroom both by searching for content on an individual computer as well 
as by their teachers accidentally pulling it up and projecting it to the entire 
classroom. This must stop! Please protect our children!”

Mandy said, “The first time 2 of my children saw porn was on school 
computers. School should not be a place to be able to access porn!”

S.M. said, “I have seen first hand full-on pornography on a tablet used by 
Grade 6 kids. The principal was upset with me when I asked why…”

M.D. from Utah said, the porn “…was found on a research library app offered 
to students by the state of Utah. I can’t remember the name of the app.” 

S.E. said, “I was 11 at the time. I was searching for something innocent on a 
school computer when out of nowhere there was a pornographic image in-
between the other harmless content. No one found out. Or, if they did, they 
didn’t say anything.” 

M.K. said, “My son’s exposure to pornography on a school computer, in a 
supervised classroom, has led to an addiction and multiple times though 
addiction recovery programs….” 

Mother of Utah 2nd grader, “[the porn] was in the classroom on a provided I-
pad. It affected my son deeply. He was exposed again in 4th grade on a 
school computer and it led to him seeking it out and fantasizing and thinking 
about it often. It took professional intervention to help him…” She wondered 
how it could have gotten to him so easily through fire walls etc. 
Mother of Utah 11 year old A.M. “My son was exposed to pornography at 
home on a school Chromebook given out by an elementary school during 

Coronavirus. He did not intentionally search for it at first, but the images he 
saw led to further and further exposure. He started out with searching 
Pokemon characters…which [after a few clicks] led to naked women and full-
on sex scenes…”  

Mother of Utah 13 year old girl, “My daughter was issued a school Chrome 
book to use during COVID shutdown. I was under the impression that the 
school had filtering set up. Well, they don’t…She was exposed to some very 
serious porn videos.”

Mother of Utah 16 year old boy, “My child saw pornography images on a 
chrome book while doing distance learning. I didn’t tell the school because 
my child signed an agreement that he wouldn’t access inappropriate 
material.” 

Melinda, “My child was exposed to pornography on a school computer in 
second grade.”

Addie said, “My school never did much to protect us from this…”



Going Forward:  
Things For Utah To Consider

This report has focused mostly on the EBSCO database. But sadly, MULTIPLE databases are compromised. In fact, at this point, the
EBSCO database is not the grossest database offender of Utah law. 

It is clear that databases are easily added too, and Utah doesn’t have enough safeguards in place to keep up on the constant addition of 
content from these database companies. 

We could remove the offensive databases as Cherry Creek School District in Colorado has done. This wouldn’t hurt us too badly since the 
UETN reported that Culture Grams and The World Book Databases were the most used anyway in 2018. 

Another option is to make solid laws that take all of this into account and protect Utah’s children from exploitive purveyors of illegal content 
holding the vendors/database companies liable.

We also need to pay careful attention to our state obscenity exemptions because when I turned some nude photographs into the UETN 
they claimed those images were acceptable because they were “art.” Various historic Italian statues are obviously part of art history and 
could possibly be considered exempt, but anyone’s random painting or photograph could easily be explicit. These standards are being 
judged subjectively and need to have firmer, more exact, education standards-based rules in place to protect children. 
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