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Population Growth



Utah’s Geography



Population Distribution



Utah’s Transportation Planning Organizations

Local
transit service

Cache Valley Transit District

Utah Transit Authority

Suntran Utah



Utah’s Unified Transportation Plan



Utah’s Unified Transportation Plan

https://unifiedplan.org/


Utah’s Unified Transportation Plan

https://uplan.maps.arcgis.com/apps/MapSeries/index.html?appid=3539ee13f5b84dcf84252d43fe9b467f


Recognized Planning Approach

“The process by which the 
last three rounds of 
transportation plans have 
been developed in Utah 
has been collaborative 
and comprehensive, 
demonstrating the 
principle that collaboration 
brings superior results. It 
serves as a best practice 
nationally.”



Key Components to the Planning Process

1. Goals and Performance Measurement

2. Transportation and Land Uses Interplay

3. Models: Projecting Utah’s Transportation Future

4. Air Quality Modeling

5. Public Involvement



1. Goals and Performance Measurement



1. Goals and Performance Measurement



2. Transportation and
Land Uses Interplay …

wfrc.org/wasatch-choice-map

http://wfrc.org/wasatch-choice-map


wfrc.org/wasatch-choice-map

http://wfrc.org/wasatch-choice-map


wfrc.org/wasatch-choice-map

http://wfrc.org/wasatch-choice-map


Highways and Major Roads

wfrc.org/wasatch-choice-map

http://wfrc.org/wasatch-choice-map


vTransit System

wfrc.org/wasatch-choice-map

http://wfrc.org/wasatch-choice-map


Active Transportation

wfrc.org/wasatch-choice-map

http://wfrc.org/wasatch-choice-map


Centers & Specialized Land Uses

wfrc.org/wasatch-choice-map

http://wfrc.org/wasatch-choice-map


wfrc.org/wasatch-choice-map

Parks & Open Space

http://wfrc.org/wasatch-choice-map


Our Plans Must Sustain an 
Integrated System …
for Utah’s Bright,
Growing Future

wfrc.org/wasatch-choice-map

http://wfrc.org/wasatch-choice-map


Data

Software

Forecasts

current conditions 
future plans, and 
county-level 
projections

regional simulations, 
using local information,
model the future through 
2050

household and job 
distribution; 
transportation system 
performance;
scenario evaluation

3. Models: Projecting Utah’s Transportation Future

Travel Demand Model
Simulates trips:

• To where?
• What mode?
• What route?

Land Use Model (WFRC/MAG)

Simulates development:
• Market Conditions  
• Profitability
• Where, When, Intensity

feedback

Future:
City & TAZ Growth Urban Form Traffic Volumes & Speeds Air Quality 

Real Estate Market
• Existing Land Uses

• Property Values
• Building & Lot Sizes

Local Land
Use Policy

Local Land Use Policy
• General Plans

• Masterplans/Visions
• Re-/Developable Lands

Road & Transit Facilities
• Road Network

• Capacity & Lanes 
• Routes & Schedules

• Future Projects

System Usage
• Observed Speeds

• Trip Origins/Destinations 
•Transit Ridership

• Travel Surveys

Housing & Demographics
• Population Characteristics

• Housing Mix & Distribution
• ‘Pipeline’ Housing Dev

• County Growth Projections

Employers

Employment Locations
• Employer Location

• Employee Counts
• ‘Pipeline’ Commercial Dev

• County Growth Projections

Partners

• Planning Depts
• Tax Assessors

City & County

• Metropolitan Planning 
Organizations (MPOs)

• Transit Agencies

Regional

• UDOT
• University of Utah (GPI)
• Utah DEQ
• Utah Population Committee
• Workforce Services

State

• Census Bureau
• FHWA & USDOT
• FTA

Federal

• Consultants
• Data Providers
• Real Estate Experts

Private



4. Air Quality Modeling



5. Public Involvement



Unified Plan 2020-2050 Financial Overview



Average Annual Transportation Funding



Unified Plan Project Phasing
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