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* Every interim the Office of the Legislative Fiscal Analyst
follows up with agencies about items funded in previous
sessions:

* LFA typically creates a written report; the events in 2020 made
that impractical;

* Our office is working with EAC to make some changes to future
iterations of the report so it is more useful

Background

* In this presentation, we will:

* Provide background on seven of the approx. 30 items we
reviewed with USBE;

* Provide recommendations on subcommittee/legislative action
on these items
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* Background: Contract to local startup for campus safety
hardware with people, gunshot, fire, and gas detection
* Year: 2019 General Session
 Appropriation: $1,000,000 one-time

* Issue:
» Contract obligations have not been upheld
* Contract ended on 6/30/2020
* Only 33% of funds were expended

* Analyst Recommendation:

* Reduce appropriation to Initiatives Line Item — Contracts and
Grants Program by ($670,000) one-time

* USBE Staff Response: Support — School administrators
expressed frustrations with the lack of responsiveness and
accountability from the vendor. These funds would be
better utilized for other public education priorities.

* Background: SB 173 created a three-year pilot program that
would allow students interested in Dual Enrollment to be
eligible to enter at a later grade

* Year: 2019 General Session

* Appropriation: $100,000 one-time

* Issue:
* No LEAs applied for the funds during the first year of the pilot

* Analyst Recommendation:
* ($100,000) one-time reduction

* USBE Staff Response: Support — No LEAs applied for the
program. These funds would be better utilized for other
public education priorities.
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Background: Implementation of the Adobe partnership was
successful, with approximately 97% of the allocated licenses
implemented by the end of September 2019.

* Year: 2019 General Session

 Appropriation: $1,750,000 one-time

Issue:
* Create Utah is now overseen by the Utah Education and Telehealth
Network (UETN)

* Create Utah is supplemented with Federal CARES Act funds

Analyst Recommendation:
* Move remaining after true-up to UETN to help cover new contract

USBE Staff Response: Support — USBE is finalizing an
interagency agreement with UETN to cover contract true-up
costs for the next two years. The extent of these true-up costs
will not be known until the end of FY 2022. In addition, there
are needs to cover administrative responsibilities as well as
professional development. USBE supports the transfer of
remaining carryforward funds to cover the cost of these
activities, if UETN agrees to provide these services.

Background: The program provides grants to local education
agencies that apply to employ additional first-year
educators in high-needs schools for the purposes of class
size reduction in high-needs schools. Schools that receive
the grant must provide matching funds and maintain a class
size of fewer than 20 students for the first-year educator.

* Year: 2019 General Session

* Appropriation: $500,000 ongoing

Issue:
* Only one LEA applied for the funds on behalf of two schools

Analyst Recommendation:
* ($500,000) ongoing reduction

USBE Staff Response: Support — USBE will continue to
provide the program’s opportunities to LEAs utilizing the
program’s carryforward funds. However, due to minimal
participation in the program up to this point, USBE agrees
the funds would be better utilized for other public
education priorities.
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* Background: This appropriation funds a part-time specialist
who monitors compliance with special education laws and
ensures that funds intended for special education students
are used appropriately at Residential Treatment Centers

* Year: 2019 General Session
 Appropriation: $100,000 ongoing

* Issue:
* Delayed implementation due to the time it took to hire a part-
time specialist
* Delayed implementation due to COVID-19 shutdown

* Analyst Recommendation:
* Reduce the appropriation by ($50,000) one-time

» USBE Staff Response: Support — The position has been hired
and program carryforward funds would support the one-
time reduction.

* Program: Computer Science Grant
* Amount: $3,150,000 one-time
* Background: The Computer Science for Utah Grant Program was
established to help implement the Utah Computer Science
Master Plan at the local level.

* Program: Student Health and Counseling Support
* Amount: $26.0 million ongoing (less $10.0 million one-time)

* Background: Distributes funds to LEAs to provide targeted,
school-based mental health support, including clinical services
and trauma-informed care, through employing or entering into
contracts for services provided by qualifying personnel.

* Program: USIMS
* Amount: $17.0 million one-time

* Background: This funding is to modernize USBE legacy systems
and enable real-time access to data to inform decision-making
at all levels of the education system, while also safeguarding
against data breaches. This system includes the creation of a
public-facing user web portal with features oriented toward
USBE, Local Education Agencies (LEAs), Educators, Parents, and
Students.
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