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What We’ll Cover Today

• Who’s who in Utah water?

• How does a water bill become a law?

• Summary of Recent legislation 

• Highlights of some major water issues



Who’s Who in Utah Water ?



Executive Branch Agencies



Department of Natural Resources 
Brian Steed, Executive Director



Department of Natural Resources 
Multiple Use/Purpose of Lands Held

Division of Wildlife 
Resources

Justin “J” Shirley, Director
• Oversees fish and game
• Wildlife – big game, trout, 

waterfowl, fisheries, wildlife 
habitat

Division of Oil Gas and 
Mining

John Baza, Director
• Regulated activities can 

impact water resources

Division of State Parks
Jeff Rasmussen, Director

• Boating, Ice Fishing, 
Fishing, Hiking 
(Watersheds)

• May acquire real property

Utah Geological Survey
Bill Keach, State Geologist

• Water surveys, ground water 
studies, groundwater 
wetlands program, wetlands 
mapping, geothermal 
hydrology

Division of Recreation
• Oversees motorized and 

non-motorized recreation 
in the state

• Authorized to acquire and 
hold real property

Division of Forestry, Fire, and 
State Lands

Jamie Barnes, Director
• Manages Bear Lake, Utah Lake, 

the Great Salt Lake, Bear River, 
Colorado River, Green River, 
Jordan River, and other state 
lands.



Utah Department of Environmental Quality  
Kim Shelley, Director

Division of Drinking Water
Tim Davis, Director
• Implements the rules and 

regulations related to the 
design and operation of 
drinking water systems.

Division of Water Quality
Erica Gaddis, Director

• Develop the water quality 
policies and regulations 
(nutrient pollution levels, 
groundwater protection, 
monitoring, stormwater, 
wastewater.



Department of Agriculture and Food  
Craig Buttars, Commissioner



Non-Governmental and Local 
Entities



Legislative Entities

• Policy development (Generally May through November)
• Legislative Water Development Commission 

• (Rep. Ferry and Sen. Hinkins)
• Natural Resources, Agriculture, and Environment Interim Committee 

• (Rep. Stratton and Sen. Sandall)

• Enactment (general legislative session)
• House Natural Resources Standing Committee 

• (Rep. Stratton and Rep. Kohler)
• Senate Natural Resources Standing Committee  

• (Sen. Sandall)



• Water bills are complicated
(we’ll get into this more next year)

• The issues are sensitive
Protect your water rights against any intrusions
This is generational

The Water Bill Process

“Friends Don’t Let Friends Run Water Bills”



NAE Interim Committee vs. Water 
Development Commission



Legislative Water Development 
Commission Duties



One More Water Issues Group

NAE Interim 
Committee

Water Task 
Force

Legislative 
Water 

Development 
Commission



Water Task Force



Water Bills Process

Water Task Force
Get the non-governmental 

water experts to help 
develop the policy

Legislative Water 
Development 
Commission

Legislative Committee 
to review water issues 

and legislation

NAE Interim 
Committee

House or Senate 
Standing Committees



Water Issues Studied During 2021 
Interim Period



2021 Enacted Legislation:

• HB 297 Colorado River Amendments (Wilson)

• HCR 1 Concurrent Resolution Encouraging a 
Balanced Approach to the Release of Water from 
Flaming Gorge (Chew)

• SB 199 Water Amendments (McKell)

• SB 225 Navajo Water Rights Negotiation (Hinkins)

• SJR 14 Joint Resolution on Settlement of Federal 
Reserved Water Right Claims (Hinkins)

2020 Enacted Legislation:

• HB 39 Agricultural Water Optimization Task Force 
Amendments (Snider)

• HB 40 Water Loss Accounting (Ballard)
• HB 41 State Water Policy Amendments (Stratton)
• HB 166 Watershed Councils (Hawkes)
• HCR 22 Concurrent Resolution Concerning the 

Protection, Development, and Beneficial Use of 
Utah’s Colorado River Compact Allocation (Last)

• HJR 3 Proposal to Amend Utah Constitution – Water 
Resources of Municipalities (Stratton)

• SB 26 Water Banking Amendments (Iwamoto)
• SB 51 Secondary Water Requirements (Anderegg)

Recent Legislation - 2021 and 2020



2022 General Session Bills



Water Supply for the Next Year



Current Reservoir Levels



Precipitation/Snow Pack



Rate of Snow Melt



Soil Moisture



Drought – May 2021 to current
Information from the Division of water Resources:

• 37 of Utah’s largest 45 reservoirs are below 
55% capacity.  Overall statewide storage is at 
49%. At this time, last year, reservoirs were at 
62%.

• Soil moisture is 16% above median for this 
date.

• 2020 was the driest year on record and one of 
the hottest.

• Record dry soils soaked up what little runoff we 
had from decreased snowpacks.

• Water providers report that we should have 
enough water for 2022, but another drought 
year would deplete any reserves and jeopardize 
water availability in 2023.



Conservation Efforts



Per Capita Use Rates



Customer Rates and Per Capita Use



Water Rates/Per Capita Use



Factors in the Cost of Water



Agriculture Water Optimization



Water Diversion Projects



Colorado River Authority



Water Policy Questions



Other Great Resources



Governor’s Water Action Plan



QUESTIONS ?
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