
UTAH STATE LEGISLATURE
AUDITOR GENERAL

Benn Buys – Audit Manager
Tim Bereece – Audit Supervisor

Education Interim Committee
August 17, 2022

A Performance Audit of
Financial Reporting in
Public Education



2

Reliable and Comparable Financial Data 
Are Critical for Legislative Decision Making

Chapter I
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USBE Plays Three Critical Roles 
To Oversee Financial Reporting

REPORT
PAGES 8-9

Utah Code 53E-3-301(3)(d)

State Superintendent Duties

Validation Rules 
Implemented for 
2018 Fiscal Year

Positive Example:
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LEA Errors and Poorly Defined Codes
Make Financial Data Risky to Compare

Chapter II

There is a domino effect to financial 
reporting errors as they impact multiple 

expense and revenue categories.
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The Failure of LEAs to Correctly
Report Basic Costs Is Concerning

REPORT
PAGES 8-9

USBE ensure LEAs report required revenues 
and expenditures.

Recommendation

$500k

$2M
Supervisor 
& Director 

Wages

Superintendent 
& Assistant

Superintendent
Wages

USBE Prescribes

$2M
$500k

LEA Reports
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Financial Data Shows Few LEAs 
Complying with Matching Funds 

REPORT
PAGES 20-22

USBE ensure compliance with statutory 
spending restrictions.

Recommendation

Rural School District 
Transportation 

$1,000,000 
Equal Match

2021

19LEAs Distributed
Grant Revenue

Correct Grant 
Revenue Reported

Reported Equal
Property Tax Match

13

5

Only 7 Reported Expenditures!
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USBE Needs to Better Oversee 
Financial Reporting by LEAs

Chapter III

To provide better oversight, USBE’s tools 
and processes require a “tune-up” to 

address current financial reporting issues.
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To Oversee Financial Reporting,
USBE Plays Three Critical Roles

REPORT
PAGES 29-33

Chapter III

Modernize Existing Tools
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Promote Stakeholder Monitoring by
Publishing Data for Comparisons

REPORT
PAGES 39-41

USBE Financial Data OLAG Dashboard
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QUESTIONS?

Tableau Dashboard Interactive Website

Summary

IMPORTANT

Comparable Data for 
Legislative Decision Making

IMPACT

LEA Errors and Vague Codes
Make Risky Comparisons

USBE Needs to 
Modernize Existing Tools

IMPROVE

https://public.tableau.com/app/profile/utah.legislative.auditor.general.s.office/viz/2022-04SchoolDistrictCostDrivers/EducationAdminCosts
https://olag.utah.gov/olag-doc/2022-04/
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