
HB 374: Sensitive 
Materials in Schools

What’s Happening?

What Still Needs to Be Done?

Rep. Ken Ivory



SCR9 Concurrent Resolution 
on the Public Health Crisis

“Be it resolved by the Legislature of  the state of  Utah, the Governor concurring therein:
“WHEREAS, pornography is creating a public 
health crisis;”

“NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the 
Legislature of  the state of  Utah, the Governor 
concurring therein, recognizes that pornography is a 
public health hazard leading to a broad spectrum of  
individual and public health impacts and societal 
harms.”



SCR9 Concurrent Resolution 
on the Public Health Crisis

“WHEREAS, pornography perpetuates a sexually 
toxic environment;”
WHEREAS, pornography is contributing to the 
hypersexualization of  teens, and even 
prepubescent children, in our society; 



SCR9 Concurrent Resolution 
on the Public Health Crisis

“WHEREAS, because pornography treats women 
as objects and commodities for the viewer's use, it 
teaches girls they are to be used and teaches boys 
to be users;
WHEREAS, pornography normalizes violence and 
abuse of  women and children;”



SCR9 Concurrent Resolution 
on the Public Health Crisis

“WHEREAS, potential detrimental effects on 
pornography's users can impact brain development 
and functioning, contribute to emotional and 
medical illnesses, shape deviant sexual arousal, and 
lead to difficulty in forming or maintaining 
intimate relationships, as well as problematic or 
harmful sexual behaviors and addiction;”



SCR9 Concurrent Resolution 
on the Public Health Crisis

“WHEREAS, recent research indicates that 
pornography is potentially biologically addictive, 
which means the user requires more novelty, often 
in the form of  more shocking material, in order to 
be satisfied;”



Education Regulations
R277-217-2 Prohibited Conduct by an Educator

An educator may not:
(16) knowingly possess, while at school or any school-related activity, 
any pornographic or indecent material in any form;
(17) use school equipment to intentionally view, create, distribute, or store 
pornographic or indecent material in any form;
(18) knowingly use, view, create, distribute, or store pornographic or 
indecent material involving children;
(19) expose students to material the educator knows or should have 
known to be inappropriate given the age and maturity of the students.



Education Regulations
R277-217-3 Required Conduct for an Educator

An educator shall:
(1) comply with all federal, state, and local laws
(4) take prompt and appropriate action to protect a student from 
any known condition detrimental to the student’s physical health, 
mental health, safety, or learning;



PROTECTING STUDENTS FROM THE HARMFUL 
EFFECTS OF PORNOGRAPHY IN SCHOOLS
UTAH STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION, August 2019

“A 2014 study found that increased pornography use is 
linked to decreased brain matter, which results in 
decreased motivation and decision-making skills, impaired 
impulse control, and desensitization to sexual reward.”

“Research shows that a child or teen’s exposure to violent 
pornography or excessive exposure to pornography can 
impair a changing child’s brain, social interactions, and 
emotional skills well into their mid-20’s.”

“SCHOOLS AND LIBRARIES NEED TO BE SAFE 
ENVIRONMENTS FOR STUDENTS.” 

“STAY INFORMED. Periodically spend time to get updated 
on this difficult topic. Read the latest research, find new 
resources, and new ways to help students.”



Treasure Mountain 
Junior High School
Park City SD



Legacy Junior High School 
(Davis)



Orem High School
Alpine SD



Many of  these books 
have been actively 

promoted to students.



P. 89

"They checked into Tart of  the Day, which featured 
elaborate confectionery in the usual orifices, then went to 
Superswallowers; then to a Russian site that employed ex-
acrobats, ballerinas, and contortionists. "Whoever said a 
guy can't suck his own?" was Crake's comment. The 
high-wire act with the six flaming torches was pretty good, 
but they'd seen things like that before. Then they went to 
HottTotts, a global sextrotting site. "The next best thing to 
being there," was how it was advertised. It claimed to show 
real sex tourists, filmed while doing things they'd be put in 
jail for back in their home countries.”

Syracuse HS, Northridge HS (Davis)



P. 89

"Their faces weren't visible, their names weren't used, but the 
possibilities for blackmail, Snowman realizes now, must have been 
extensive. The locations were supposed to be countries where life was 
cheap and kids were plentiful, and where you could buy anything you 
wanted. This was how the two of  them first saw Oryx. She was 
only about eight, or she looked eight. They could 
never find out for certain how old she'd been then. Her name wasn't 
Oryx, she didn't have a name. She was just another little 
girl on a porno site. None of  those little girls had ever 
seemed real to Jimmy — they'd always struck him as digital clones —
but for some reason Oryx was three-dimensional from the start.” 

Syracuse HS, Northridge HS (Davis)



P. 89

"She was small-boned and exquisite, and naked 
like the rest of  them, with nothing on her but a 
garland of  flowers and a pink hair ribbon, 
frequent props on the sex-kiddie sites. She was on her 
knees, with another little girl on either side of  her, positioned in front of  the standard 
gargantuan Gulliver-in-Lilliput male torso — a life-sized man shipwrecked on an 

island of  delicious midgets, or stolen away and entranced, forced to 
experience agonizing pleasures by a trio of  
soulless pixies. The guy's distinguishing features were concealed — bag 
with eyeholes over the head, surgical tape over the tattoos and scars: few of  these types 
wanted to be spotted by the folks back home, though the possibility of  detection must have 
been part of  the thrill. 

Syracuse HS, Northridge HS (Davis)



P. 89

The act involved whipped cream and a lot 
of  licking. The effect was both innocent 
and obscene: the three of  them were going 
over the guy with their kittenish tongues 
and their tiny fingers, giving him a 
thorough workout to the sound of  moans 
and giggles. The giggles must have been recorded, 
because they weren't coming from the three girls: they all 
looked frightened, and one of  them was crying. ...

Syracuse HS, Northridge HS (Davis)



Poster in the Clearfield HS Library (Davis)
“Banned Books Week…September 19-24
"Find out why these books have been banned in other 
places (but not in Davis County)!”

Excerpt: “What if  I told you I touched another guy’s d**k?” I said
“Pff.” Nick waved me off  and turned his attention back to his 
beer.
“What if  I told you I sucked it?”
“Will you please just shut up already?”
“I’m dead serious, Nick.”
“Well, I’d say you were a f**k.”
“I was ten years old, but it’s true. I put Doug Goble’s d**k in my 
mouth.”
“The real-estate guy?”
“Yeah.”
Nick looked around frantically. “What the f**k are you talking 
about, Michael?”
“I was in fourth grade. It was no big deal.”



Resources from 

RatedBooks.org













Link from Rated Books Davis School District 
Webpage



















HB374 Sensitive Materials in Schools

"Sensitive material" means an instructional material that is 
pornographic or indecent material as that term is defined in 
Section 76-10-1235.”

“(2) (a) Sensitive materials are prohibited in the school 
setting.
(b) A public school may not:
(i) adopt, use, distribute, provide a student access to, or 
maintain in the school setting, sensitive materials; or
(ii) permit a speaker or presenter in the school setting to 
display or distribute sensitive materials.”

http://le.utah.gov/UtahCode/SectionLookup.jsp?section=76-10-1235&session=2022GS


Utah Code Annotated
76-10-1235 Accessing pornographic or indecent 

material on school property.

(1) As used in this section:

(a) “Pornographic or indecent material” means any material:

(i) defined as harmful to minors in Section 76-10-1201;

(ii) described as pornographic in Section 76-10-1203; or
(iii) described in Section 76-10-1227.

(b) “School property” means property, including land and improvements, 
that a school district or charter school owns, leases, or occupies.



Utah Code Annotated
76-10-1201 Definitions.

For the purpose of this part:
(5)(a) “Harmful to minors” means that quality of any description or 
representation, in whatsoever form, of nudity, sexual conduct, sexual 
excitement, or sadomasochistic abuse when it:
(i) taken as a whole, appeals to the prurient interest in sex of minors;
(ii) is patently offensive to prevailing standards in the adult community as a whole 
with respect to what is suitable material for minors; and
(iii) taken as a whole, does not have serious value for minors.
(b) Serious value includes only serious literary, artistic, political or scientific value for 
minors.



Utah Code Annotated
76-10-1203 Pornographic material or performance --

Expert testimony not required.

(1) Any material or performance is pornographic if:

(a) The average person, applying contemporary community standards, finds 
that, taken as a whole, it appeals to prurient interest in sex;

(b) It is patently offensive in the description or depiction of nudity, 
sexual conduct, sexual excitement, sadomasochistic abuse, or 
excretion; and

(c) Taken as a whole it does not have serious literary, artistic, political or 
scientific value.



Utah Code Annotated 
76-10-1227 Indecent public displays -- Definitions.

(1) For purposes of this section and Section 76-10-1228:

(a) “Description or depiction of illicit sex or sexual immorality” means:

(i) human genitals in a state of sexual stimulation or arousal;
(ii) acts of human masturbation, sexual intercourse, or sodomy;
(iii) fondling or other erotic touching of human genitals or pubic 
region; or

(iv) fondling or other erotic touching of the human buttock or female breast.



Utah Code Annotated 
76-10-1227 Indecent public displays -- Definitions.

(2)(a) Subject to Subsection (2)(c), this section and Section 76-10-1228 do 
not apply to any material which, when taken as a whole, has serious value 
for minors.
(b) As used in Subsection (2)(a), “serious value” means having serious 
literary, artistic, political, or scientific value for minors, taking into 
consideration the ages of all minors who could be exposed to the material.
(c) A description or depiction of illicit sex or sexual immorality as 
defined in Subsection (1)(a)(i), (ii), or (iii) has no serious value for 
minors.



HB374 Sensitive Materials in Schools

“The state board shall:
(a) in consultation with the Office of  the Attorney 
General, provide guidance and training to support 
public schools in identifying instructional materials 
that meet the definition of  sensitive materials 
under this section;” 



Utah Attorney General Sean Reyes 
June 1, 2022

Official Memorandum-Laws 
Surrounding School Libraries

“Under HB 374, if  a school library 
book meets the definition of  any 
of  these three standards then the 
book should be removed from a 
school library. We reiterate our view 
that these definitions and standards 
are legally defensible.”



Utah Attorney General Sean Reyes 
June 1, 2022

Official Memorandum-Laws 
Surrounding School Libraries

“As further detailed below, there are 
actions the Board and LEAs may take in 
complying with HB 37 4 to mitigate the 
risk of  legal challenge. The first is to 
immediately remove books from 
school libraries that are categorically 
defined as pornography under state 
statute.”



Utah Attorney General Sean Reyes 
June 1, 2022

Official Memorandum-Laws 
Surrounding School Libraries

“Section 1227(2)(c) states conclusively 
that subsections (i), (ii) and (iii) of  
1227(l)(a) "ha[ve] no serious value 
for minors.”



“… if  a book contains any of  the material 
listed in subsections (i), (ii), or (iii), HB 374 
requires the book to be removed from a 
school library. Such an interpretation 
creates categorical exclusions or a 
‘bright line’ rule.”

Utah Attorney General Sean Reyes 
June 1, 2022

Official Memorandum-Laws Surrounding School Libraries



Email to Principal/Librarian
Principal *****/Librarian ****
My name is **** and I am a parent of  a student at Orem High School named ****. I extensively reviewed all 52 books that ASD originally had slated for 
removal from district schools, and have compiled a list of  those books in Orem High School that contain violations of  the "bright line rule" that exempts 
a material from further material review prior to removal of  the material.  I have furthermore listed each violation of   76-10-1227(1)(a)(i)(ii)(iii) contained 
in these books that requires that you immediately remove such books. This is fully documented in this link:

https://docs.google.com/document/d/18fiV2G9pU8JVIMYuc6f7kcWo7kiik-2-e8FRPI4kR1A/edit?usp=sharing

I would like to reiterate that I am not asking for a material review committee to review these books to see if  they are in violation of  the bright line rule.  I 
have already documented that they are, and you can read for yourself  in the document that I linked. If  you would like to document these violations for 
your schools records, or if  you would like to review them further for additional due diligence, you can do that after the books have been eliminated from 
the school and the library catalog.

Here is a list of  the books in Orem High School that must be removed.

List of  Books in Library:
A Court of  Frost and Starlight by Sarah J. Maas
A Court of  Thorns and Roses by Sarah J. Maas
Gender Queer by Maia Kobabe
etc…..

List of  books in Sora:
Damsel by Elana K. Arnold
Looking for Alaska by John Green

This Document lists any of  the 52 books originally slated to be removed from ASD that are currently in the Orem High School Library, along with which 
other schools currently have the book in their libraries, and where in each book violations of  the “Bright Line Rule” (Utah Code Sections 76-10-
1227(1)(a)(i)(ii)(iii)) occur.

These books must be immediately removed from the schools according to the Attorney General’s Guidance, and refusal to do so will result in a fine of  up 
to $2,500 per violation according to Utah Code 78B-6-2105 (3)

Thank you

https://docs.google.com/document/d/18fiV2G9pU8JVIMYuc6f7kcWo7kiik-2-e8FRPI4kR1A/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/18fiV2G9pU8JVIMYuc6f7kcWo7kiik-2-e8FRPI4kR1A/edit?usp=sharing


My documentation of  code violations
The Haters by Jesse Andrews

In the following schools: Cedar Valley High, Lehi High, Lone Peak High,Pleasant Grove High, West Lake 

High School, Canyonview Jr, Lehi Jr, Timpanogos High School

Page 265

"She guided me onto my back and pulled on the bottom of  my briefs and I pushed them over my knees and 

feet and I was completely naked and not hard at all….She reached behind herself  and kind of  carefully took my 

not hard d**k into one and pretty soon I couldn't really think about anything else and pretty soon after that I 

was h**d and she took her hand away and I heard her opening some little crinkly package and I felt her put the 

cool plasticky middle of  the condom snugly on the front of  my d**k like she was shrink wrapping it and I felt 

her fingernails through the plastic like the legs of  a crab fingernailing their way down my d**k and she rose up a 

little and adjusted her panties and breathed harder and opened her mouth…. The moment she put me inside 

her I c***e. I mean the exact moment. f**k, I said,”

Violation of  76-10-1227 1(a)(i) human genitals in a state of  sexual stimulation or arousal

Violation of  76-10-1227 1(a)(ii) acts of  human masturbation, sexual intercourse, or sodomy

Violation of  76-10-1227 1(a)(iii) fondling or other erotic touching of  human genitals or pubic region



Alpine School District Policy 6161

SCHOOL AND DISTRICT REVIEW OF INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS 

Before filing a request for review of  a library item, the individual shall meet with the school librarian, who shall 
informally discuss the individual’s concerns.

If  the school librarian is unable to provide the information or to resolve the individual’s concerns, the individual shall 
then meet with the principal or principal’s designee, who shall discuss the individual’s concerns and attempt to resolve 
those concerns on an informal basis.

If, after meeting with the principal or principal’s designee, the individual remains dissatisfied, the individual may then 
request a review.

Limitations in frequency
A review committee is limited to one request at a time to review instructional or library materials.

A review committee should work within a reasonable timetable and is recommended to complete the review within 45 school days or less.
Any item which has been subject to review under this policy and retained or removed may not be subject to another request for review for 
three years.

Requesting a review
Any adult who wishes to file a request for review must first read or review the instructional material as a whole before filing the 
request. 

Students are not to be required, requested, or encouraged to complete reading or reviewing instructional material in which they have 
discovered content they believe is sensitive material.



HB374 Sensitive Materials in Schools

“The state board shall:
(b) report to the Education Interim Committee and the 
Government Operations Interim Committee, at or 
before the November 2022 interim meeting, on 
implementation and compliance with this section, 
including:
(i) any policy the state board or an LEA adopts to 
implement or comply with this section;
(ii) any rule the state board makes to implement or 
comply with this section; and



HB374 Sensitive Materials in Schools

“The state board shall:
(b) report to the Education Interim Committee and the 
Government Operations Interim Committee, …including:
(iii) any complaints an LEA or the state board receives 
regarding a violation of  this section, including:
(A) action taken in response to a complaint described in this 
Subsection (4)(b)(iii); and
(B) if  an LEA retains an instructional material for which 
the LEA or the state board receives a complaint, the 
LEA's rationale for retaining the instructional material. 



Voters Against Obscene Books in Public Schools
Monday, October 03, 2022

“Voters overwhelmingly oppose sexually explicit 
books in public school libraries, and believe schools have 
an obligation to inform parents what their children are being taught.
“…89% of likely U.S. voters think it is important that public schools 
fully inform parents about what is being taught to their children in 
classrooms, including 70% who say it is Very Important. 

“Sixty-nine percent (69%) of voters believe books 
containing explicit sexual depictions of sex acts, 
including homosexual sex, should not be present in 
public high school libraries. The majority opposed to 
sexually explicit books in public school libraries rises to 79% for 
middle schools and 85% for elementary schools.”



HB 374: Sensitive 
Materials in Schools

The Next Steps Depend on You!
Rep. Ken Ivory

voteivory@gmail.com

801.694.8380

mailto:voteivory@gmail.com
















SCR9 Concurrent Resolution 
on the Public Health Crisis

“WHEREAS, pornography treats women and 
children as objects and often depicts rape and 
abuse as if  they are harmless;
WHEREAS, pornography equates violence 
towards women and children with sex and pain 
with pleasure, which increases the demand for sex 
trafficking, prostitution, child sexual abuse images, 
and child pornography;”



P. 89

"Oryx paused in her activities. She smiled a hard little smile that 
made her appear much older, and wiped the whipped 
cream from her mouth. Then she looked over her shoulder and right 
into the eyes of  the viewer — right into Jimmy's eyes, into the secret person inside 
him. I see you, that look said. I see you watching. I know you. I know what you 
want. Crake pushed the reverse, then the freeze, then the download. Every so often 
he froze frames; by now he had a small archive of  them. Sometimes he'd print 
them out and give a copy to Jimmy. It could be dangerous it could leave a footprint 
for anyone who might manage to trace a way through the labyrinth — but Crake 
did it anyway. So now he saved that one moment, the moment when Oryx looked. 
...The joint he'd been smoking must have had nothing in it but lawn mowings: if  it 
had been stronger he might have been able to bypass guilt. ..."This a keeper?" Crake 
said. "You want it?" "Yeah," said Jimmy. He could barely get the word out. He 
hoped he sounded normal. So Crake had printed it, the picture of  Oryx looking, 
and Snowman had saved it and saved it. He'd shown it to Oryx many years later..”

Syracuse HS, Northridge HS (Davis)



SCR9 Concurrent Resolution 
on the Public Health Crisis

“WHEREAS, the average age of  exposure to 
pornography is now 11 to 12 years of  age;
WHEREAS, this early exposure is leading to low 
self-esteem and body image disorders, an increase 
in problematic sexual activity at younger ages, and 
an increased desire among adolescents to engage in 
risky sexual behavior;
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