HB247- Alcohol

Control Amendments

Why Utah needs HB247?
On April 26, 2022, about 6:00 PM, 13-year-old Eli Mitchell was riding his
bike home from a grocery store where he bought some candy in West Jordan.
Meanwhile, a man had been drinking at a local bar for approximately 6

hours. He had seven 20-ounce drinks (Over 1 gallon) and had a blood alcohol
level four-times the legal limit. He left the bar drunk and ran over Eli in the
crosswalk on a red light, killing him. The driver did not stop to render aid,
fled the scene, and stopped later to take the bicycle out from undereath the
truck.

Intoxicated persons are leaving retail establishments and driving vehicles,

causing crashes with severe injuries and fatalities. When this has occurred, enforcement of laws
against “‘serving to intoxicated persons” under the Alcohol Beverage Control Act has been
difficult or non-existent due to wording ambiguities in the definition of “intoxication” along
with deficiency in the Statue not allowing for a timely and complete investigation and collection

of all of the evidence.

What does the bill do?

1. Clarifies definition of intoxication

Clarifies that records can’t be destroyed and must be turned over to law
enforcement in an investigation in the event of an injury or fatality related to
overservice

3. Clarifies what a plaintiff would have to prove to have their day in court
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