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Salinity Control 
Program
• Reduce salinity in the Colorado River for 

U.S. and Mexico

• Water quality standard (Clean Water Act 
1972)

• 1974 Colorado River Basin Salinity 
Control Act: Title I & Title II

• Salinity Control Forum and Advisory 
Council



Identified remaining salinity control

To date the program has 
developed more than 1.33 
million tons of annual 
salinity control.
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Power 
Revenues
• Hydropower sales cover 

reimbursable program funding
• 1984 Hoover Act
• Mill levies are applied to 

LBDF at 2.5 mills to power 
customers in CA and NV
• UBF rates are adjusted to 

meet need



Program Amendments
• Reimbursable portion is 30%
• Additional federal agencies 

implement salinity programs
• Initial USDA salinity program was 

subsumed by Environmental Quality 
Incentives Program

• No cost share occurs in BLM program

• Bureau of Reclamation Basinwide 
Program
• Upfront cost share method 

adopted instead of repayment to 
Treasury

UBF 
15%

LBDF 85%

Reimbursable 30%

Basinwide & EQIP Programs

$

Appropriations

Non-reimbursable 70%

$

$ Upfront Cost Share:
Calculated as 3/7 per dollar (or 43%) 

of Appropriations
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The Problem

• Drought → low reservoirs → 
reduced hydropower 
generation → Less funding 
from LBDF

• The EQIP program has grown 
since its inception

• Obligation for cost share is 
not being met



Current Trajectory
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Proposed Fix

Current	and	Proposed	Non-Reimbursable	Percentages	by	Project	and	Project	Element	
	

Name	 Unit	 Construction	 Operations	&	
Maintenance	 Replacement	 Wildlife	

Paradox	 1592(a)(1)	 75%	 75%90%	 75%	 75%90%	
Grand	Valley	 1592(a)(2)	 75%	 75%100%	 75%	 75%100%	
Las	Vegas	Wash	 1592(a)(3)	 75%	 75%	 75%	 75%	
Lower	Gunnison	 1592(a)(4)	 70%	 70%	 70%	 70%	
McElmo/Dolores	 1592(a)(5)	 70%	 70%100%	 70%	 70%100%	
Basinwide	 1592(a)(6)	 70%	 70%	 70%	 70%	
EQIP	 1592(c)	 70%85%	

 



Proposed Fix (EQIP only)
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Proposed Fix (EQIP and O&M)
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